With regard to EQ U. Gilbert, a highly confidential and extrercely
delicate source in Ma¥, 1947, mads available inforastion indicating that

Gi1bert had been a member of the Communist Party for 12 years and was an
active member of the Party at that time.

fith regard to the policies propagated by this zroup, Confidential
Informant has reiated that the Screen Cartoonists Suild, prior to Lbs
time Cer nvaded Russia, came out strongly against United States aig to
Britain and apainst the United States entry into the war. However, when
Russia was invaded by the Germans, the 3creen Cartoonists Gulld called for
the United States to enter the war and the establishment of a second front.

—related that the leading functionary of the Screen Cartoonists
Guild from 1943 to 1945 was ilortimer Villiam Pomerance, who, during that
veriod, was the Business Representative of the union and used his influence
to direct and control union activities which would Wring the union into the
Communist orbit. The Commnist connections of Pomerance are set out in
Section I of this mevorandum.

-relat.ed in Yetruary, 1944, that the Communist Party in Los

Ancsles was workin: through its .embers and fellow travelers in the Holly-
vood movie industry and had gained control or at least strong influence in
17 studio suild unions, one of which was the 3creen Cartoonists fGuild.

This latter union was a member of the Conference of Studio Unions which was
then under Comminist influence. related that the Screen Cartoonists
fuild was one of the studio guilds wnich sponsored the ifollywood Triters
Kobilization (a Comrunist front group discussed in Section ITI), which,
from its inception, started clamoring for a second front and continu
0llow the Communist Party line. From

a 1ur nary o e
LOMMMNL ST Farty LM LOS ACelaE, 1U was ascertained that on Aprilj2l, 1244,
Lort imer #illiam Pomerance, acting as the Dusiness Representative of the
Screen Cartoonists Quild, conferrcd with Elizabeth Glenn. On this occasion,
Glenn was advised by Pomerance that the Juild had no objection to Communist
Party meetings being held at the 3creen Jartomists all.

Throuzh a Mrhly confidential but delicate source it was ascertained
on January 16, 1945, that Elizabeth Leach, Organizer of the Morthwest Section
of the Communist Political Association, Los Angeles County, had a report
which dealt with the icreen Cartoonlsts Guild. This report stated:

"The Screen Cartoonists Guild has done a great deal toward dsveloping
understanding of the possibilities of the cartoon film ag a pro-
pagandist educational medium. Through the educational sgtivities




of the Union it has been possible to achieve more consistent de-
mocratlic content in the regular governmental filias themselves.
In addition, members of the Guild have undertaken to make films
for labor and police organizations. The first of these was the
United Auto Workers cartoon 'Hell Bent for.Election' which was
conceived and produced by members of the Guild."

on June 10, s tha T, erret, Cecil Bear vorman McCabe, who are

cartoonists and artists in the motion picture industry, were contacting nu—
merous cartoonists who were then unembloyed through the Screen Cartoonists
Guild and were naking plans to put out a series of cartoon books for child-
ren as well as adults in order to luence their thinking toward Con.unism,
Mary Sherret told this inromant,h‘that. if cnildren will follow these
cartoon booklets, it will result, when they become adult, in their being mas-
ters of the nachine rather than the machine wastering them. It should be
pointed out that there is no information available in Los Angeles reflecting
that any of the above three individuals are members of the Coumunist Farty.

Confidential Informant i s informants Fand
vwalt Disney ; aavised
rtoonists presently has its offices in Union Hall at

[

6272 Yucca Street, Hollywood, California. According to there are ap-
proxizately 800 nenbers of the Screen Cartoonists Gu.ld, of whoa are un-
employed. According to all of the above ..entioned inforuaants, the Screen Car—
toonists Guild held an election of officers on June 24, 1947, at which tie
the following individuals were elected who are .aesbers of the Coumunist Party
or who iave indicated Comnunist sympathies:

Robert Carlson

Carlson, who ect egsurer of the Screen C ists Guild,
was reported by kir
Texas, in June, 1947, as nhavang received Couaunist literature at the YLUA wnere
he resided during his visit to El Paso, Texas, in the latter part of 1946. -

-also stated that Carlson talked openly in favor of Comsunisa,

Maurice Howard

Maurice Howard was elected the Business Apent of the Screen Cartoonists
Guild. He was identified as a Communist in Hollywood on 2/26/45 through a most
reliable and very delicate source., It is also known tirough an extrewely reliable
but very delicate source that his wife, Evelyn, was also a member of the Coamunist




it was ascertained that iloward was in frequent contzct
enn during , 1945, Glenn at that time being the orpanizer for the
Communist Political Association in the ilbllywood area.

lilton S, Tyre

vre 13 the legal Advisor for the Screen Cartoonists Cuild. Through

w‘mid informant of the Los Angeles Office who furnishes

niormaat Qn g the activities at the los Angeles County Commnist

Party headquarters, supplied data during July, 1945, indicating that Tyre was

a member of the Communist Political Association, hnvin: transferred from the

59th A.D. PBranch to the tilshire-~lairfax ranch. This report from tihis syurce

was also verified on June 15, 1947, through a very reliatle tut hiphly delicate

source vhich reflected that Tyre was still a member of the Communist Party and

that he Md held membership in the Party for a period of two years.

Willdam"Dill® llirgins

Higzrins, who ra

member of the Doard of Trustees of this Guild,
was rerorted by an informant of the Los Angeles Office, to have
been very pro-CorMMUNTsU and pro-Russian in his speech vhile he was in the
United States Argy at “amp !wach. 2lso reported thzt 'Hzgins bad Com-
munist Farty literature in his possession.

Cecil Feard

‘Beard is also a member of the Soard of Trustees and has the
position of delegate in the Conference of Studio Unions. The Communist
connectlons of Beard are set out in Section I of this memorandum which will
reflect that Peard is a member of the Comwunist Party and a former meumber
of the Communist Foliticsl Association.

Thomas Syrnes

' Nes a member of the Eoard of Trustees of tie Guild. Confidantial
Informant f the Los Angeles Office stated on July 30, 1947, that
he was w acquainted with Jymes who to I'is knowledge married a woxan wiv is
a menber of the Commnist Party. However, the infornznt was unable to furnish
the nare of Byrmes wife. He stated that Zyrnes arpees with and is under the
influence of Kaurice Howard and Cecil Beard, identified above.

It 1s also of interest to note that _.poreed that Arthsr
Babbitt, the former President of this orgamizastion and one who has exercissd a

great deal of influence in the Ouild, has now gone to Fraice on a temporary mis-
sion to assist in the-making of motion pictures.




m reported with regard to Babbitt that on June 20, 1340,
vas one Of a number of cartoonists who spent several evenings each
week making drawings and cartoons to be sent to Communist Party headquarters

in New York and in tum ou Commini st 5 je-tions. {lccording
to Informant California,
Eabbitt was discnarg ie 1 udios on June &, 1941, for
endeavoring to influence other emplayees to become interested in Commnist

matters and also for the distribution of Cormmunist literature.

Through a highly confidential but very delicate source, it was
ascertained that the following individuals who are screen cartoonlsts, are
S T . R WY . RN S W . R R L2 1} SO R [ —— tabd Duswhbeor affiV1dadkiamae ara
nenuers Ol uie wOIlhMMIlLSLw Fdliuv)e LUIIBLL WALIIMIGLOW Jdl by die Lbildviviio al e
set out in Section I of this memorandum:

Cecil Beard Morton Diamondstein
~Mary Lou Eastman Burton Freund
William Gray Spencer Peel
Gordon Stewart George Stone

Screen Office Employees Guild, AFL Local 13391

W of the Studio Drivers Trancpor-
tation Union, AL Loc 4, and vhalraan of the .otion rficture Alliance,

reported th:t the 3creen Oifice Zmployees Guild was originally affilizted +ith
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers of America, AFL
Local 13Q1.

He related that in 1945 when the Conference of Studio Unions
called a strike in the film industry, all of the members of the Screen
Of fice Employees (uild were not in full accord with the provisions of the
strike. Conseguently, about half of the meambers in the union went back to
work. He also related that in the interim between the 1945 strike and the
current film strike, the National Labor Relations Board held an elaction
vdthin the Screen 0ffice Zmployees Guild at which time the Screen Office
Mmployees ulld voted to affiliate with the AFL "Qiffice Erployees Industrial

Union™. Accordingly, the Screen Qffice Suployees Guild no longer exists.

On July 24, 1947, this same source related that at one time the
Screen Office Eployees Guild was strongly dominated by the Communist Party
and contuined many mesbers within its organization who we:re members of the
Communist Party. This source based his statemont on the long experience
and his obsecvations of t e tactics and policies followed by various individuals

listed hereinafter who were members of the Screen Uffice Ruployees Guild as
of July 30, 1944. '




Presidents Margaret Bernett (Wills)
Recording Secretarys Blanche Cole

Financial Secretary: Bernard Iusher (Luscher)
Treasurers Claire Horgan

Warden: Jack Heed

Conductors Barbara Alexander (Barbara .yers)
Organizers Florence Contini

Special Organizer: Min Selvin

Business Representstives ~ Glenn Pratt

This same source related that in addition to the above, lErta Uerkvitz
who was a member of the Doard of Dlrectors of the Screen Office trplorees
Guild and a delegate to the Central Labour Louncil, was a Communist.

Margaret Bennett (Uargaret Bemnett %ills)

The Commnist connections of this individual are set out in Section I
of this menorandum., It should be pointed ocut that she is at the present time
connected with the Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions. She is not at the

present time connected with the 0ffice Employees Industrial Union which succeeded
the Screcn Office ™nloyees Guild.

Blanche Cole
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kMl AT WWALT Vi W ‘U, &}“J, MTOI LAAWwaviwviia

ULy
of the Forthrmest Section of the los

ing to information received from a very reliable but extremely delicate

source. According to informant she 13 not associated vith the Qffice
Bmployees Industrial Union at the present time.

-
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geles County Communist Party, accord-

Bernard Lusher (Luscher) ' '

He 13 identified in 3ection I of this memorandum as a Co-rmunist.

Sarbara Alexander (Zarbara ilyers)

Barbara Alexander has also been identified in Jection I as a
Communi st. .

According to a very reliable but extremely delicate source, in 1943
Selvin was a member of the Morthwegl Section of the Los Angeles Zounty “ommunist

Partv Ty adAd+iAn infAarmand an valatad thet Satwdn wanandTyr meawwd o3
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tified in Scction I as a former meaber of

Norval D. Crutcher, who has been iden
the Comuunist Party.




Herta Uerkvitz

She has also been identified as a member of the Commnist Party
throuch former paid lonfidemtial Informant _ho
was a former me.mber of the Gormunist Party.

Informant related he believed that tiose individuals who
had Communist eonneMand who were affiliasted witih the Screen Of rice
Employees Guild had for the most part dropped out of the Office Employecs
Indugtrial Union and that there was no indication at the present time that
t is latter union, the Office Employees Industrial Union, was under the
control of the Comrunist clements.

Screen Directors duild, Inc.

Jhe Hollywoo? 3Jtudio Plu-Book Directow, spring edition, 1947,
lists 18 officers of the Screen Directors Guild, none of whom have been
identified as Communists and therefore the names of the officers and
directors are not beinf set out. Through a very highly confidential and
most delicate source, it was aSCerta:.ned that 9 directors presently con-
nected with thz motion pilcture industry are or have Icen mecbers of tha
Covmunist Party. They are set forth as follows:

Jack Derry, Universal Studios
Louis Brandt, Assistant Director in charge of production at

Audio 'Pir"]’nr‘ne Tne

Herbert Siberman, rreelance, unemployed at present
Jules Dassin, Offices of ifark Hellinger

Edward Dmytryk, RIQ Studios

Cyril Enf ield Comet Pictures

g ———— . I f FoN Are o e I

Llester ru.u.ex, Paramount Studios In 1945 \uuumy;.u:ycu at pres:.—.w;

Benjamin Kadish, Early in 1347 Director for liassour Studlos, at
present making independent picture

Frank #right Tuttle, at present unemployed.

In addition to the above, Confidential Informant “wm
i3 a member of the Poard of Directors of the Screen sriters Guild, a ed that
the following directors are not members of the Screen Directors Guild. Lowever,

they have been identified through highly coniidential ut mos% delicate sources
as menbers of the Communlszt Party or the Communist Political Association,

Herman Sotstein, Tn 1945 erﬁployed ty Columbia Studios
Ben Shaw, an Assistant Director
William Edward wWatts, Freelance Assistant Director




Busicians Mutual Protective Association
(Local 47, American Federation of Musicians, Affiliated

with the American Federation of Labor)
Los pngeles, *
eration of iusiclans, sta

iang Lutual Protective Association

in the Los Angeles area.

Wi Wby Ry & SN

A AR, o sic
included all professional white musician

The April, 1947, edition of the l.iisicians Directory, an official
publication of this union, listed approximately 13,000 menbers in good standing.
The July, 1347, "Overture" which is the official journal of this union, listed
the 47 officers. The only individual listed amon_ the current officers wiw
has been identified as a Communiszt is Don Z. vizht, a member of the Trial
Board and Delegate to the Pasadena Central Labor Council. uight was identified
as a membe¥ of the Comrunist Party in April, 1943, possessing Commnist Party
Book #36200 by a highly confidential and most delicate source.

Information conceming this group is set out in the report of the
Joint Fact-Finding Committec of the Califomia legislature on Un-Anerican
Activities for 1947, vhich reflects that from 1937 to 1937, the President of
this group was California State Jenator, Jack 3. Tenney, whose candidacy
had orizinally been supported by a group of approximately G5 Communish
Party members. According to the report, during Tenney's term of office, he
conducted an investigation of Communism within the local which resulted in a
number of expulsions. In 1939, Tenney was defeated for reelection and accord-
ing to the report, since that time the activities of the Communists within the
union have resulted in its withdrawal from affiliation with the Los Angeles
Cemtral Labor Council and from the State Federation of Labor. According to
Informant the President of the Local, J. K. (3Spike)
wallace, s ney as iresident due to the fact thot he had received
the “ommnist support in the union., He related that during the period from
1939 until 1947, .fallace cooperated with the Comaunist embers of the union
to such an extent that the Communists actually exercised control over the
policies of the locals He related that the local's constitution provides that
150 members constitutes a quorum and that it was extremely difficult to
secure an attendance as large as this at a union meeting., OC:nsequently,
there have only been four quorum meetings of the union durin, the past five
years with the result that the renerzl membership estimated at nearly 15,000
had no voice in the affairs of the local. According to this source, the
. Communists made numerous demands upon Wallace during the last National Con-
vention ol the group with which vallace found it impossible to comply. 4s a
result, Wallace was severely criticized by this faction tut indicated to this
source that from now an he was through with the Communists. Rch of the

.

following individuals are members in good standing of Local 47 of the American




Federation of Musicians. Thegy have been identified through a highly con-
fidential tut very delicate source as members of the UCommunist Political
Association as of Jarnuary 16, 1945, or Communist Party as of lay 17, 1947:

Doris Albert Sa:uel Albert
alscha Altman Philip Bass
Kalman Hloch Russell Brodine
korris Browda Miriam G. Chassan
Don Christlieb Beatrice Dassin
Paul Dessau Lina Di Fiore
Joa Eger Witon Feher

Hoy rrankson Eniice shapiro Gottlieb
Chas. Gould Kax Gralnick
Sidney Greene Serpe Hovey
Tamara Hovey Ramez Idriss
“George Kast Bugene B. Lehrman
Herbert Lessner Edgar Lustgarten
Lily Lahler Herbert Offner
Joseph Pass George Pepper
Paul Powrell Esther Roth
Henry Roth George Sandell
Leonard 3elic Cyril Towbin
Alexander Walden Fred Yarren

fose satkins . Norman Granz
Gilbert Grau

Council of Hollywood Guilds and Unions

This organization was formed originally as the "Emergency Committee of
the Hollywood Guilds and Unions™ to combat the so—called "Fascist iotion
Picture Alliance for the Freservation of American Ideals" and held its first
meeting on Wednesday, June 28, 1944, in Hollywood, California. The purpose
of this original meeting was, according to an official announcement which
appeared in the Hollywood Reporter, to get together representatives of 17
guilds and unions in the Lotion Plcture Industry to set up a constructive
program during the war and after which would protect the industry and its

workers from anti-labor and seml-Fasclist attacks.

By way of identificatlion, 1t should be pointed cut that the lkotion
Picture #lliance for the Ireservation of Asmerican Ideals, according to its
statement of principles has been set up believing in the American way of life
in an effort to combat Commnism, Fascism and kindred beliefs that sought

- subver s to undermine our American Government., Confidential Informant
previously identified, has related that several meetings took




Motion Pletirs Alllance,
1944, two days after the
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Los Angelas County Comm:nist Party, to consider ways and noant to attack the
Motion Picture Alllance. i

A murvelllance on March 2, 1944, by Agents of ﬂhe Los Angeles
Office reflactad that the following Commun!ats gathersd at Sardi's Restaurant

to formlate a progrem directed agalnat the Motion Picture Alliance:
Elizsbeth Leach, Willlam Pomerance and George Pepper. Likewise a conference

t was ascertalped

a old William Pomerance that the Screen Hritotn Guild should start
the ball rolling in forming an attack on the Motlon Plcture Alllance, Lawson sug-
gested that the attack be made against persons who were leading the Motlon Ficture
Alllance and that the attack be worded in such a way to indicate that the
versons responsible for the Motlon Pleture Alliance were against the war effort.
Through this source, it was also ascertalned that a meeting was held
during March, , 8t the home of Albert Maltz, screen writer whose Communist
affiliations are set out in Section I, to further formul#to plans to fight
the Motion Plcture Alllance, At this meeting, Agents survellling the residence
of Malte 1dentified such active Commnist functionaries as Lester Cole and
Elizabeth Lsach,

Through

it vms ascertalne t a conference was ats
on E 2, 1944 relative to the "Airt the Communist Party was then attempting
to uncover concerning the Motion Picture Alliance leaders®, By wvay of ldenti-
ficatlon concerning the Kats with whom Lawson held this conferaence, it should de
pointed out that this individus] is Charles Eatx, a Los eles attorney wvhom
John Leech, when tentifying before a Los Lngeles County rand Jury. identified

as & Comminist ra.rt.y mmunr. John isach nlm'll..l is & IO'I'I!I}I.' hulllﬂnlll'. rlrl;’

Organizer in Los Angeles.




On Uay 9, 194h, an article appeared in the West Coast Commmist
newspaver, the People's World, listing 38 film unions and guilds which sent

delegates to a meeting on May 2, 1944, This meetinz was called according

to former Confidential Informant, Mof the Los Angeles
0ffice, to fonnulats plans for the ation a set up which would fight
the Motion Picture Alliance.

on May 16, 19Lk, through
m.t was ascertained that Dalton Trumbo, Communist screen writer, conferred
wi on conceming the Motion Picture Alliance. On this occasion, Tnnnbo

2 AL nnhad W P e T
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anned by the Communist Party in its attack against the lfotion Picture Alliance.
Trumbo stated that the opponents of the Motion Picture Alliance should be prepared
to offer a constructive program in contrast to the lfotion Picture Alliance’'s
destructive one. Trumbo stated that it was necessary to hold a mass meeting and
suzgested the use of the Publicists Guild in obtaining the widest possible press
space concerning the meeting. It was Trumbo's opinion that the primary aim of this
meeting should Le a complete exposure of the liotlon Picture Alliance. Trumbo
believed that it should be brought out at this meeting the inability of the
Motion Picture Alliance to name one single picture containing their objective
(Communist propaganda). Trumbo believed that this was a very vital point
inasmuch as he did not feel that this organization could attack a specifiec
motion picture without attacking specific picture producing organizations and
at that moment the Motion Picture Alliance would be giving the opposition new
allies. Trumbo indicated the guilds and unions should consider their
.economic interests in the postwar world as being one that directly coincides
with the economic interests of the producers and of the industry as a whole.
Trumbo also indicated that the economic interest of all was directly denendent
upon the kind of pictures made.

He mentioned that the Motion Picture Alliance was against shaping
the contents of a movie for any other purpose than that of making money.
He also felt that they proposed to change the world of motion pictures,
thereby doing exactly what the Meotlon Picture Alllance was fighting. Con-
ceming Trumbo, it should be pointed out that he is a Commmist screen
writer and that his Communist connections are setydut in Section I of this
memorandum. In reporting on this meeting neld on Nay 16, 194lL, Confidential
mfomwthof the Los Angeies Office who was a
former Communist Par"}' mgl'ﬁbca tated that the idea was streasa to clupun.ninw
to the public the role the mot.ion pictures played azainst Fascism as well as the
role pictures will play in the postwar world, He stated that this proposed
organization was Communist inspired and was created to fight “red balting®.
He stated that if this proposed organization was successful it would help further
Communist Propaganda in the motion picture industry,
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He related that most of the individuals attending this meeting
wereg either Cocrminist Party members or active Commni st Party supporters.
m’elated that on June 6, 1944, at the Screen Cartoonists fall,

: en a meeting which was called "an emergency mceting of the
Hollywood Cuilds and Unions®, According to *approximtel}' 18

persong were present, including Robeirt Rossen, who acted 4s Chairman;

william Pomerance; Herbert K. Sorrell and Lester Cole, all of whom have been

identified In Section T of this memorandum as beins or having been members
of the Compmunist Party.or Comasunist Polihcal Association.

The Council of Hollywwood Guilds and Unions as previously poin
out, was actually formed on June 28, 1944. Acvording to Infornant“
one of the purpeses for which the Jouncil was built was to ZCh
dovn ay individual group who attempts to attack the Corrmunist front organ-
izations in motion pictures". According toQN W the Lotion
Picture A¥liance was to be attacked from all angles and connected with
everything subversive. 1t was to be accused oif Fascism, anti-Democracy,
anti-3emtism, anti-Catholicism, anti-Negro, anti-labor, anti-Eritish, anti-
Soviet, etc., so that the lotion Picturz Alliance would have nothing left to
throw back at the lormrmnists without bein: a "copy cat™.

Informant
related that 17 cuilds ani vnions signed the anno ncelent 0: LLE
the Drergency vommittee of Hollywood Guilds and Unions.

On Tﬂmlnr';’ 90, 1'3/'7 +hrgugh a hiﬁhl&’ con ﬁdm!»«‘_al hut vary
.delicate source, it was ascer't-amed that there were 7 unions afliliated
wit!: the Conference of Studio Unions which belon-ed to the l»ouncfi.l znd that
thers were 2 International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees locals,

2 independent unions and one AFL union which comprised the mesbership of the
Council at thet time. These vere as follows:

Screen Story analyst Guild

screen Cartoonist Guild

3creen Costuners Ouild

Film Techniclans

Film Zlectricians, Loz:zl 40

Mac'iinists Guila

{hgicians Loczl 767 (This is not the mu:iciars onion to xiich
musicians in the studios belong.)

Painters Union .

Screen Publiclsis Lnion

Screen Jupervisors Union

Screen Set Decorators

Qrranm "Tadbawa d14A
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This source related that the Council had lost, mainly because

of the difficulties over the current film strike, the Screen Actors Cuild,
the Screen 0ffice Employees Guild and Kusicians Local #,7. Infornant

elated the vouncil had supported all "left-wing, radical elements
v the labor movement®. This source, who is an official in the labor
movenent, stated on July 24, 1947, that a radical element packed the first
meeting of the Council and took it over. He expressed the opinion the Council
was strictly Commnist dominated, and, although the Council was relatively
dormant at the present time, it must still be regarded as a force in the
radical labor wing and will probably sprinz out scon in support of the third
party movenent. Wwith regard to the present officers, the latest report
availzble conceriing the officers of the Hollywood Guilds and Unions was
fo.nd in the !liollywood Reporter for iarch 2, 1745, This pullication
reflected the following officers of the Council were elected:

~:Chairman: Kary C. ucCall, Jr. (Screen Vriters Guild)
Vice Chairmant Paul Harvey {Screen Actors Cuild)
Secretary-Treasurer: Ted Ellsworth (Lotion Picture Costumers)
Board of Directors: John R. ivartin . (Film Technicians)
Bill Blowitz (Screen Publicists Guild)
Yin Selvin (3creen Qffice Snployess
Guild)
Howard Istabrook (Screen driters 3uild)
Sig Nesselroth (Loving Picture Painters,
AFL, Local 644)

. 0f the above listed individuals, Hin Selvin and Bill Dlowitz are
mowvm Communists and their cosnunistic connections are set ocut in Section I .
of tidz mencrandum.

It should also be pointed out that .arzaret Dennett .ills accepted

the isit.ion of Executive Secretary of the Couneil according to Informant

February, 1946. -related that she indicated she was forrerly
resident of the Screen Office umployees Guild and a delejate to the Central

Labor Council. .illd Comunist connections are ‘set out under Section I of
this memoranduom.




III. COMMUNIST INFILTR:.TION OF INTELLECTU UP3

The Communist Party Directive of 1935, as reported by Confldential
Informant m previously referred to herein which directed the Communists to
penetrate otion picture industry, included a specific call to the Communists
requesting that they concentrate on the so-called intellectual groups composed
of directors, writers, artists, actors, actresses, and highly paid technicians,
In this field of intellectual groups, particularly among the writers and directors,
the Communists have been most successful and their influence has been far reach-~
ing. According to the Communist activity in this field has been to work
through front org. ons which were not openly identified as Communist Party
groups but, nevertheless, were controlled or under the influence of the Party
through its official membership.

To further substantiate the report of Informant’ Confidential In-
formant f the New York Office has related that a part of the Commu-
nist Pa general program to infiltrate the motion pilcture industry was to
penetrate the so-called intellectual groups in Hollywcod. iccording to
one of the key figures of the Communist Party in propagating this plan of inlll-
troting the intellectual groups is John Howard Lawson. Lawson has been ldentified
as a Communist screen writer in Section I of this memorandum.

Informant -reported that in 1930, in the Soviet Union there was set
up an organization known as the International Union of Revolutionary Theatrs,
This group was the parent of a multitude of sub-organizations which, in the United
States, were known as Viorkers'Theatres, Theatre Groups, et cetera. The first group
* formed as an outgrowth of the International Union of Revolutionary Theatres was
the League of Workers' Theatres, created in New York in approximately 1932, During
1934, its name was changed to the New Theatre League.

lHew Theatre learue

Informan as reported that this organization set up a Mational
Executive Board in 1935, composed of representatives in the writing and directing
field throughout the United States, Among the individuals who were associated
with this group in an executive capacity and who have bsen active in Hollywood
are John Howard Lawson, writer; Albert Valtz, writer; Clifford Odets, writer;
Jay Leyda, director; Lester Cole, writer; Herbert Biberman, director; Frank Tuttle,
director; J. Edgar Bramberg, actor; Lionel Stander, actor; and Donald Ogden Stew-
art, writer. Of the above mentioned individuals Lawson, Maltz, Leyda, Cole, Biber--
man, Tuttle, and Bromberg all have been identified as Communists and their Commu-
nist Party affiliations are set out in Section I, Clifford Odets, according to
Inrormnt.‘ was one of the original organizers of the League of American Vriter:

Lionel Stander has bean reported by Infornant{e having been a mea-
ber of the American Leagus for Peace and Democracy, as well as having been active
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in the American League Against War and Fgscism and the North American Committes

To Ald Spanish Democracy. Informan s advised that Stander was at one

time one of the most active Communis e Hollywood professional set. Donald
Ogden Stewart, according to Informan was a member of the League of American
Writers, the American Peace Mobilization, International Workers Order, Screen ‘witer:
Guild, Hollywood ‘iriters Mobilization and the Amer League for Peace and Demo-
cracy. Stewart has been identified by Informan as a Communist.

The American Lesgue Against War and Fascism and the American League for
Peace and Democracy both are subversive organizations and have besn declared sub-
versive within the purview of the Hatch Act, The North American Comzittee To Aid
Spanish Democr.cy is a Communist influenced organization as is the International
Workers Order, both of vhich have been referred to the Department for its consider-
ation under Executive Order Number 9835, dated March 21, 1947. The Hollywood organi-
zations with which these individuals are affiliated are discussed in this Section
of the memorandum.

League of American ‘riters

According to-anot.her mobilizing force in the cultural field which
was active in the sarly 1930s in Hollywood, California, was the League of Ameri-
can tiriters, The League of American Viriters was said to be a part of an inter-
national organization of writers and intellectuals which had its origin at a Vorld
Congress of triters held in Kharkov, Russia, during November of 1930,

Soon after this Congress, there appeared in the United States groups of
‘writers in the larger cities who organized themselves under the direction of the
Communist Party into what were called John Reed Clubs. According to Informant

a convention, in January 1935, was held in New York City of the John Reed

nhe Annanddnes +a thiea canmna +tha rrincinaal hiieinase rransantad he thice cocelian
ARG e ACCUSGANE O WG SOMICE, Wi pIilitibad WusliliSaS uialiSalivSua OF wiiab SoSddal

was to call another Congress of writers which was to be held in New York City,
April 1935. When this Congress convened, all John Reed Clubs were dissolved and

in their place a much brosder organization w med kpown as the League of Ameri-
can VWriters. Confidential Informan*related that at this first
writers Congress, the Communist Party was openly represented and the Congress was
under the direction of Earl Browder, at that time secretary of the Communist Party,
USA. Soon after this meeting, the Hollywood motion pictures began to attract write:
from all parts of the United States and in fact from all parts of the world, This
resulted in the sstablishment of the Hollvwood Chapter of the Lasgue of American
Friters in the Fall of 1935. According to Informant the purpose of this

group .as to bring the writers employed in the motion picture industry under the
influence of the League of American Writers which at that time was the foremost
Comnunist front organization operating in the so—called intellectual fields for
the Communist Party in the United States, He related that the efforts of this
group were extremely successful which resulted in this branch becoming, in a short
time, the dominant unit of the League and one of its strongest propaganda instru-
ments,




-related that up until the time of the signing of the Hitler-Stalin
Pact on August 23, 1939, the League of American Writers, including the Hollywood
Chapter, worked ocut in the cpen and was most successful in its Coasunist sctivi-
ties. However, following the signing of this Pact the League being completely
under the control of the Communist Party changed its position from one of collee-
tive security to isclation which resultsd in the League becoming very cautious and
working practically in secret, This change in policy exposed the League to the
public as a Communist front organization. On July 17, 1947, Informant Tur-
nished a liat of the last set of officers and executlive board members o e League
of American Writers, which was taken from the stationery of the organization,
According to these officers were elected at the Fourth Yriters' Congress held
in New York City, June 6-8, 1941, for a term of two years., According t?h these
officers remained in office until the organization went ocut of existance 943
The officers elected in June of 13941, were the following:

Theodore Dreiser Henorary President Novelist

Daschiell Hammett President Screen Writer
“~Donald Ogden Stewart Vice President Screen Writer

John Howard Lawson Vice President Screen Writer

Albert Maltz Vice President Screen Yriter

Meridel Leseuer Vice President Writer for

. "New Masses"
George Seldes Vice President Editor of
"In Fact®
Richard Wright Vice President - Negro - lUriter
Franklin Folsom Executive Secretary

The executive board consisted of 36 members of which 9 have Coammunist
- Party records, In addition to these 9, the Honorary President Dreiser and the
Vice President ilaltz also h:-ve Communist records. These Comnunist records are
as followsi

Theoodore Dreiser

The "Daily Worker", Communist newspaper, on July 30, 1945, carried the
following headlines: "Theodore Joins The Communist Party.® It statad "Dreiser,
an outstanding novelist of the world, applied for membership in the newly recon-
stituted Communist Party and was admitted by & unanimous vote of the delegates at
the convention in New York City." Dreiser died on December 29, 1945.

The Communist Party affiliations of John Howard Lawson are sat out in
Section I of this meamorandum,

Albert Maltg

The Communiet Party affillations of Maltz are also set out in Section I
of this memorandum,
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Georgia Backus also known as Lirs, Heruwan J, Alexander
The Communist Party affiliations of this individual will also be found

get out in Section 1 i morandum. With regard to Backus, it should be
pointed out that a Confidential Inforuant of the Los Angeles
Office, advised t in » Backus was in the cast of the new radio play

"The Life of Riley" at the National Broadcasting Company.
Alvah Cecil Bessie

The Communist affiliations of this individual are also set out in Sec=
tion I of this memorandum. From
it was ascertained in Karch of 19485, e was dismissed [T '
ars because of his activities in the studio strike and cue to the fact that fol-
lowing the strike, it became apparent that he was sympathetic with the Comaunist
elewent, In 1338 Bessie fought in the ranks of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and
following the comflict, he wrote, "Nen in Battle."

“John rilton Bright

John iilton Bright, a screen writer, has veen iaentified tihrough a high-
ly confidential but umost delicate source on Noveuwber 4, 1943, as a neaver of the
Iorthwest Section of the Los Angeles County Comuunist Party. At this ti.e turough
this source, it was ascertained that he held the position of euucaticnal director
of Branch G. in the Party.

Lester Cole

Lester Cole, who is a screen writer by profession, has becn identified

‘as a member of the Comnunist Political Assoclation and the Co.sunist Party. his

Conmunist connections are set cut in Secticon I of this wemorandum.

Ruth .'cKenney
Richard Branston also known as Bruce ainton

Ruth icKenney, writer and the wife of Richard Brunston, adinitted aeaber—
ship in the Coiununist Party before a victory rally ield in .ashington, V. C. on
Jarmary 16, 194<, according to Sally Hucluiore of the washington, D.C. Press _ureau.
Through a highly confidential but most delicate source, it wus ascertained on tay
6, 1944, that on Mirch 1, 1944 Bruce Linton transferred from the Viasiington, D.C.
Branch of the Comaunist Party to the Hollywood, California Sranch and tinat his wife,
Ruth ilcKenney likewise tranasferred from the White Collar Branch of the Comaunist
Party in llashington, D. C., to the Communist Party in Hollywood, California.

The Los Angeles "Daily News" in the September 19, 1946, issue carried
an article reflecting that Bruce ilinton and his wife Ruth McKenney were ousted
from the Communist Party.




K, L. River

River, who is employed as a screen writer, has been identified as a mem-
ber of the Communist Political Assoclation and the Communist Party. His Compunist
Party affiliations are set cut in Section I of this memorandum,.

Philip Edward Stevenson

Stevenson, a novelist, playwright and short story writer, has been iden-
tified as a member of the Camnunist Party and Communist Political Assoclation.
His Communist sffilliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum,

Tess Slessinger, with alias Tess Shlesinger, also known as
Mrs, Frank Davis

“‘Tess Slessinger collaborated with Frank Davis on the screen play, "Claudis
and David," for Twentieth Century Fox. She has been identified through a very
reliable but extremely delicate source on August 31, 1944, as a member of the North-=
west Section of the Los Angeles County Communist Political Association, The "Los
Angeles Times", on February 23, 1945, reflected that Tess Slessinger died in Up~
land, California on February 22, 1945.

Hollywood Schgol for 'riters

The League of American Writers established in Hollywood, according to
Informant the Hollywood School for Nriters which acted as a subsidiary of the
‘League of American Writers and was said to be a transmission belt whereby budding
writers were developed along political lines followed by the League of American
¥Writers and conditioned for eventual membership in the League as well as the Commu-
nist Party. This School was established in October of 1939. An examination of its
listed instructors and lecturers for 1942-1943 reflects that the majority of them
have been identified with various Communist Front movements. Mkany of them actual-
ly were members of the Communist Party, such as John Howard Lawson, Guy Endore and
Dalton Trumbo., The Communist Party affiliations of tiese individuals are set out
in Section I of this memorandum.

Hollywood Vriters Mobilization

According to Informant f the Los Angeles Office,
the Hollywood Viriters Mobilization is anoiner oilshoot of the League of American
Kriters. stated that when the Communist Party line changed with the invasion
of Russia olf Hitler on June 22, 1941, it became necessary to dissolve such
organizations as the Hollywood Psace Forum, the Hollywcod League for Democratic
Action, the American Peace Mobilization and the Motion Picture Democratic Committee
which h n opposing the entrance of the United States into war, By February
of 1942, stated thess organizations had been ¥liquidated" and the Communist
Party had declared itself for full participation in the war,
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The £ of these to emerge, according t was the Hollywood Writers
Mobilization. related that this orgenization actually came into existence
sarly in 1942, stated that the personnel of the new orgarisation included writers

in the motion picture industry who had heretofore been affiliated with the League
of American ¥Writers. The Chairman of this new organisation was Robert Rossen whose
Comzunist Party affillations are set cut in Section I. Rossen has also been active
in the Screen ¥Writers Guild, a Comminist influenced group.

Confidential Informtmof the Los Angeles Office related that the
following eight gullds sponsored the Hollywood Writers Mobillzatlon at the time
it was set up, and trat sach of these gullde was under Commnist influence:

1. Screen Writers' Guild
2, Badio Writers' Gulld
3s Screen Fublicists' Guild
™, Screen Readers! Guilld
5. Screesn Cartooniste! Guild

6. American Newspaper Guild
7. Independent Publiciste' Gulld
8. Song Writers! Protective Assoclation

He related that while the total memberehip of these Guilds was approxi-
mately 7,500, tbe Follywnod Writers Mobilization was cperated by representatives
or delegates from these Guilds which number not more than twenty-five indi-
vidnals as John Howard Lawson, Robert Rossen, Francis Faragoh and Ferbert Biter-
man, all of whom he descrided as Communists. The Commmunist affiliations of all

‘of these individnals with the exception of Francis Faragoh, are set ocut in Section

1 of this memorandum, He related that the organizatlion was a paper-type group
which "stooged® for the lLeague of American Writers, through which the latter con-
timed to cperates as a propaganda agency for the Communist Farty.

The announced purpose of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization was to mobi-
1ize the writers in the screen industry to assist in tke war effort and particue-
1arly to assist the various Government and military agencles in the preparation
of propaganda nmal for use either againat the enemy or for gereral morale pur-

poses at homs., dsscribed the organlsation's primary purposs as belng the

providing of mat 1 for military cazp sbows slanted toc project the Communist
line. Ee further doncribed it as a clearing house for Commnist propaganda in
Hollywoed,

Marc Connelly, one of the dominant figures in the creation of this or-
ganization, in testifying before the Joint Yact Finding Committee on Un-American
Aotivities in California om July 13, 1944, stated that the Hellywood VWriters Mobdi-
lisation "has been supplying the Office of Var Information, the Army, the Navy,
the USO and e Red Cross® with publicity materlal,

According to Infornnt. this organisation injected such phases of
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Communist propaganda into its work as the demand for a second front, freedom for
India, independence for Puerto Rico, racial equality and similar material which
fostered the Communist Party program. ‘

In May of 1942, the Los iAngeles QOffice learned that the publication of t
Hollywood Viriters Mobilization known as the "Communique" was now captioned "Commun
que, Hollywood ‘iriters Mobilization for Defense in Cooperation with -~ QOER®. The
publication was being mailed under the official Government frank which read "Execu
tive Office of the President, Office of Emergency Management, Vashington, D.C.,
Official Business. Penalty for Private Use to Avoid Payment of Postage, $300 GPO,
The los Angeles Office obtained two copies of this publication, one dated April 10
1942, and the other dated April 17, 1942, The April 17, 1942 issue is maintained

in tha files of tha Bureas
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_Confidential Ini‘ormantMof the Los Angeles Office reported
the following information concerning und of this set up. He relzted
that the head of the radio section of CEM at Vashington was Barnard Schoenfeld,
who was a close friend of Garson Kanin, the individual in charge of the film sec-
tion of ORI, Lichael Kanin, a brother of Garson and Fay Kanin, the wife of )ichae
are writerm who were connected with the League of American Vriters. 3Garson Kanin,
according to this source, went to Schoenfeld in Vashington and told him that he,
Kanin, had a brother and sister-in~law who were in Hollywood. He stated that they
wers talented in writing and that they were very anxious and willing to be of assi
tance in the OEM, As a result of these contacts, Fay Kanin was put to work on a
radio project preparing information being put out by the OEd, After which, Uichae
. Kanin appeared and suggested that they should get busy and contact the Hollywood
Leagus of American Viriters and endsavor to have them prepare the information which
was to be put out in the "Communique.™

Mr. R, H. Washburne was contacted on October 13, 1942, at which time he
advised that he was appeinted by Bernard Schoenfeld of the Office of Emergency
Llanagement to be in charge of the los Angeles Branch of the OfM, Information Divi-
sion, He related that shortly thereafter he was contacted by Mrs. Fay Kanin, lic-
hael K:nin, Ring Lardner, Jr. and others to discuss the means of obtaining the aid
of certain film writers to publicize those things which the Office of umergency
Management, Information Division, wished to give publicity in order that correct
information could be made known to the public by the best possible means. le
stated that on this occasion the "Communique”, an information letter, was decided
upon as being the best method for this publicity.

Mr. Washburne related that he wrole a Y¥r. Robert Horton of the Office of
Emergency Management, YVashington, D.C., and obtained authority to publish the
"Communique®. The articles for the "Communique® were written by the commitiee
which was composed of the aforsmentioned writers and others and were submitted to
¥r. Yashburne, Washburne related that he edited these articles which were then
mimeographed, assembled and distributed by his staff to meabers of the Film Writer
Guild. According to Washburne, the specific purpose of this information letter
was to put information into the hands of the members of the Film lUiriters' Guild,
with the idea that these persons would "spot it* in the production upon which they
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would give proper publicity to those f.hings which the OI‘I:I.cc of Emergency Xanage-
ment felt should be publicized., Shortly after this committee was formed, “ash-
burne stated that he was contacted by the Hollywood Writers Mobilization who in-
formed him that their organization had been set up for just such & purpose and
that therefore there was a duplication by the organization and the committee,
Consequently he related, that the committee became a part af the Hollywood Vriters
Yobilization. He stated that the first eight editions of the "Communique® were
prepared on paper furnished by the Office of Emergency Management and were mimeo-
graphed by the Office of Emergency Yanagement Staff. He also related that the
first three editions of the "Comunique" wers mailed under the franking privilege.

In Yarch of 1943 the publication "Variety" reported that the Coordina-
tor of Inter-American Affairs would make transcripte of Qffice of War Information -
Hollywood Uriters Mobilization radio programns for brozdcast in foreign langurges.
The air show referred to was s radio program entitled "Free Viorld Theatre Air Show®,
which was instituted end produced jointly by the Office of Var Information and the
Hollyuood Triters NMobilization. "Variety® also reflected that the Hollywood liriters
Mobilizatlon held a meeting of forty writers to supply ideac for this program under
the Chairmanship of John Nexley, who has been identified as a Communist and whose
Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section I of tnis memorandum. The
Free liorld Theatre Program had such individuals connected with it zs Jay Gorney,
Edward Eliscu and Henry Uyers, writers of the propaganda musical comedy "ieet the
People," These individuals likeuise have been identified 2s Communists and their
Communist connections are set out in Section I of this memorandum.

mof the Los Angeles Office advised
that the Hollywood Tiriters Lo zation also wrote and produced a series of short

propaganda plays for the OWI for use in industrial plants and Army camps. Those

‘assisting in this phase of activity included well-known members of the League of

American "riters, a Comrunist front group. In addition, the Hollymood liriters
Kobilization worked closely with Nelson Poynter who, until July of 1943, was coor-
dinator for Governmsnt films for CWI, related that the production of
these films was under the direct control and supervision of Foynter and that Poyn-
ter before accepting these films demanded a pro-Russian slant as a prerequisite to
acceptance. He reported that Poynmter associated himself with the Hollywood Vriters
Uobilization and worked closely with Communists Robert Possen, Taldo Salt and Frank
Tuttle, all of whom have been identified as Communists in Section I of this memo-
randum. Poynter's office was diacontinued in July of 1943.

In conjunction with the University of California at Los Angeles the
Hollywood Writers liobilization jointly sponsored the Writers! Congress.
Actually, sccording to this Friters' Congress was the Fifth Congress
of the League of Americ iters but was not termed as such due to the fact that
the League of Amsricen l'ritera had become publicly branded as a Communist dominated
group. This Congress was held as achcduled and atten iﬁ by some fifteen hundred

N o Py malabad +hat +ha “ﬂ“'.

'rit." IrOﬂ l.ll over ‘n‘ Um"u s“‘ﬂa. uuwrulu ISABVSW WiGv wiiv

; %WW;{. NI _:_ k._' |

* -“v'g“\-

P . R o ) : T g e g



wood Vriters Mobilisation was the medium wheredby the Commnist control of the entire
proceedings was established and maintained. FHe stated that the leading Commnist
writers were said to have attended and dominated every session.

l The "Peoples World", a west coast Commnist newspaper for June 10, 1944,

reflected that arrangements vers made between Rodert Riskin, Chief of the Overseas
Film Bnresn of tha OW! and tha Hellrwsod Writars ﬁn\aili:ntlnn wh-rahv tha acrean
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writers vould assume responsidility for the production and trriting of all docu=-
mentary films for overseas distritmtion. The program of films called for a "Pro-
Jection of America® series and a new group of invasion filams for distribution in
Germany and the satellite countrles.

The Hollywood Writers Mobilization, according to the article, had set
up a vorking committee which wes to consist of such vell-kpown Commanists as John
Aoward lawson and Robert Rossen, 1dentified in Section I of this memorandum,

In additidn, such premipant Conmnilt synpathizers as Marc Connelly. Howard Esta-
brook, John Bonunn Taldot Jennings, Hovard Xoch and Harry ‘l‘u,gend all of vhom
have been identified with Commnist influenced or infiltrated groups previously in
thie memorandum were affiliated with this committes,

The August 7, 1544, issue of *Variety® reported ibat a program of elevea
short subjects and five nevoroel bulletins had been arrarged for production by
the Hollywocod Writers Mobilization. The article reflected that the films would
be produced in variocus Hollywood studios with players from the Screen Actors'
Guild and writers from the Hollywood Writers Mobiliszatloz.

. The pictures planned to be produced included the following: ®It's
Marder . ® "The Story With Two FEndings," "When Ee Comes Home," "So Far So Good",
"Air Transport Command,® and "World Peace Through World Trade," "It's Marder”
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Story With Two Endings" was to bo written by Harold Buchzan and Lou Solomon,
both of whom were identified as Communists, "When He Comes Home™ wan to be write
ten by Paul Trivers. Trivers has also been identified as a Commnist, "So Far
So Good" was being written by Oscar Saul, also identified as a Commnist, "¥World
Peace Through Yorld Trade” waa to be written by Edward Eliscu, also identified
azs a Commnist. All of the abowve individuals referred to as Commnists have
their Communist affillations set cut in Section I of this memcrandum,

According to Inforran@BBMMduring the month of January, 1945, informa-
tion was received that the Holum'itort Moblllsation, throu;h its connection
with the Office of War Informatiom, had become a part of what was officlally called «
the Var Activities Committee, Hollywood Division, Other Organisations officlally
affiliated with tte Cormittee were the Screen Writers' Ouild, Screen Directors’

WILG Screen ictors’ WILG, and ether similiar ‘m ETOUPS,

According to Informant in May of 1545, John Howard Lawsor, one
of the leading Commnists in the on picturs industry, was appointed by the
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Hollywnod Writers Mobilization to act as its representative as an observer at the
United Nations Conference.

Confidential Informan T the lLos Angeles Office stated that during
the spring of 1945 the work of t ywood iriters Mobilization in connection
with the Office of ..ar Informstion, Overseas Bureau, went into high gear as a re-

sult of a seriss of conferences hetween Robert Risidn, Chief of the Bureau for
01, and the Hollywood Vriters Mobilization, Editoriil Comuittee on Overseas
Films. It should be pointed out that seven out of the fourteen members of ths
Editorial Committee were identified as Communists, inelucing John Howord Lswseon,
Lelvyn Levy, Richard Collins, Valdo Salt, Leonardo Bercovici, Arthur Birnkrant,

and Sidr\ls}r Bucmmq. Thv Camu'nisf nf’?‘|1inf1nn. n‘r fhnnn ﬁndiu‘idn:ﬂq are setf out

in Section I of this memorandum,

Confidential Informant{frelated that veginning on vay 21, 1945,
the Hollywood hriters iobilization was to produce a series of radio prosrams over
the Blue Network dealing with problems of the returning soldlers. The Committee
preducing this has been described as one strongly under the influence of known
Communists such as louls Solomon,

Confidential Informant f-clated that the Hollywood writers hobili-
zation has been active in supporé!ﬂg.g;d participating in the activities of the
Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Frofessions,

a Communist infiltrated and influenced organization, It also produced a quarter-
ly magazine kno.n as the "Hollywcod Quarterly® in cooperation with the Universi-
ty of California at Los An-eles, Included as one of the editors of tnis publicatior
ohn Howard Lawson, one of the Communist Party leaders in the film industry.
related that other known Communists and Communist sympathizers were also
affiliated with this publication in a lesser capacity.
N

In‘orman elated that in addition, this orgznization has shown
Russian propaganda motion pictures at the Gordon Theatre in Los Angeles as well
as at other indepsndent theatres in the Los Angeles and Hollywood area., GCther
inmown Communist front groups have also participated in this type of activity.

Following the elimination of the Office of Viar Information as a Govern=-
ment agency, the Hollywood liriters Mobilization devoted its activities to the
propaganda field through radio and publications. The official newapaper of the
American Newspaper Cuild in June of 1946 reflected that the Hollywood Vriters
Mobilization had rendered nunerous war services, among which were the following:

Documentary and short subject films - 210
Radio scripts - 1069
¥ar activity feature stories - 125

Confidential Informant elated that this Coomunist controlled
organization had narrowed its activities considerably, confining its functions
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primarily to the radio field,

A letterhead of the Hollywood Writers Mobilization dated Jamuary 8,
1947, reflected that there were 71 persons lilsted as members of the exacutive
couneil of the organization as of that date. Twvelve persons on the executive
couneil have rescords of Comminist membership and 5 of the members of the editor—

ial Loard have also basn identified as Communists.

The following individuals

are nenbers of the sditorial board who have bYeen identifled as Jommunists in

Section I of this memorandums

Ring Lardner, Jr,
Asa Bordages
Gordon Kahn

Bill Blowits

«Jn addition Bvelyn Humphreys has been identified as a member of the
Commnist Political Association on January 16, 1945, through a very reliable
but extremely delicats source of information. The individuals whose names appear
on the sxecutive council of this organization that have been identified as Con-

munists are as follows:

Sam Moore Second Vice Chairman
Abraham L, Polonsky Secretary

Pauline Lauber *inn
Bill Blowitz
Richard Collins
Jay Gorney

John Howard Lawacn
Leon Meadow
¥illiam E, Oliver
Robert Rossen
Bernard Yorhans
John Weber

Radic wrlter
Writer
Secreatarial woric

Screen writer
Screen writer
Screesn writer
Screen writer

& President, Los Angeles Yewspaper Cuild

Writer and Director
Writer
Writer

Of the above listed individuale, Moors, Polonsky, Blowits, Collins,
Corney, Lawson and Rossen have been identifled in Section I as Commnists,
The Comsmunist connections of the remaining individuals are set cut hereinafter,

sl ine 1] )

Tinn was identifled through a very reliable but extremely delicate
source as & member of the Communist Party and/or memder of the Commnist Politi-
eal Assot¢iation on June 30, 1944, kigust J1, 1944, Jamuary 16, 1945, and Tebru-
ary 25, 1945, Through this same source in June of 1944 she was ildentified as
odncntiom director of Branch D of the Northwest Section of the Lose Angolu
County Commnist Political Assoclation,




Leon ieadow, n screen vriter, waz laentiflea as of July 17, 1343, as a
forzer member of Branch 3, 3Section C of the Compunist Farty of liew York City and
on December 7, 1944, trancfarred to "¥aren's Groun" in Hollywood. T:is informeticn
was outained_ an informant of the Los Angel-c Office .

vho obtained—rmeﬁon Angeles County Commupiet Farty Headouarters.

Jad & -‘.U h i

Jliver waa idertifisc through an extemely co-fidsntial tus very deli-
cate source on March 8, 1944 as a member of “he :ost Hollywood Coamunist Club.
Aa of lovember 8, 1944, Cliver vas reported to be the drama sditor and critic
of the "Los Angeles Herald Zxnrese." '

e

Bernard Vorhaus

Jerrard Voriaus was identified through a very highly confidentirl but
extremely delicate source on Ausust 31, 194, &5 having beern a meaber of the
Northwest Section of the Comaunist Party of Los Arceles County on sneecisl lcave
prier to 1943,

Jonn Weber

Jorn weber, a screen writer, woe identified in 1743 ar= a member of the
Communiet Perty through an extreamely conficentisl and moet delicate scurce ol
informetion. He 14 a former presicent oi the Jcreen Hezders Guild ané at present
ie in charze of tha uriters cCeportment ot the Willizm Morris Jooking Agency in
dollywood. Through an extremely confidential but most Celicxzte source of informa-
tior, it wae arcertained trhet curing the cwmer of 1946 his wife acted 25 orzari-
zatisal secretiry of the Cultuizl Sectlon of the Los angeles County Loazmunist
Perty.

A. The ¥riters Congress held a2t the University of Southerm Celiforaia

R .

At 1os An:eles, Lovepber 1~3, 1943

The report of the Joint Fact Finding Committee of the S6th California
Legisleture, 1945, reflects that in August of 1343, under the ruspices of the
University of Californian and the Hollywood Writerr Mobilization, & letter sispned
Uy Marc Connelly ana Rolph Freud as Co-Chaimpan of the Congrasc Committee, announced
the “ritsrs Congress to be held ot Roycs H:11l, University of Southern Califormia
at Los Angeles {rom October 1-3, 1543.

ﬁ‘_ 1.:-_ 2T Toadaconwh _\" tha Taa Ansalas (Wfira
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Confidential Inlformant i ViE oUS ALES <
adviced *rat while this Congress was not caJ! ! !!e Zifth VUriteres Corgrese, it

should have besn called this due to the fact that meny of the same irdivicuals
who wer: in charye of directing the activities of the First, $-cond, Third
and ¥ourth Writer- Congresses wers aleo in charge or directing the affalra
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ol this one,

The rscort of the Joint Fact Firding Comcittes of the 54th Califernia
Legislaturs, 1345, reflocts thet a superficial investigation of this Corgress

disclosed its Communist inspiration and guldance, The report reflacted that
wany of %he naxes inciuded in the Congress and the navisor; comnittee wers
“innocents™, clearly unaware of the Communiet interests and purcoses of this
Covgress.,

Conficential Informant mof the Los Angeles Office
reported on January 5, 1345, that this e e attended ty av roximately

4NN0 vriters ond overrtsad through vanel forume end ceminars. He stated that the

oroceedings of the ‘Congre.s were publishsé by the University of Jouthera Califor-
ria Fress ir 194%. He related that immedlatel; following the Congress, & riters
Corsress continuﬂcomittae of 41 menbers was set ud to handle the work

ol the Congress, related that 12 meabsars of the continuetions coxmitt=e
rald memberahip in the Xorthwest Section of the Communist Party of Los Angeles

County. They are as follows:

3111 31lowitsz
%idn=J Buchman

Lbram 3. BuvTTows
Liicraré Collina
Jokn howard lLawson
Helvi~ lavy

Josef Xiachal

Saz loore

-heta Lels

Robert llossen
VYicter GShapiro
Louis 30lomon

7he Communist effiliations of these irdivicuals ars s~t out in S<ction
I o this memorandur, with the exception of Rele and 3Shaniro.

_of the University of Soctlern Cplifornia Frese udvised
Asents of Prie LOC !ﬂ8°l°s Office, who interviewed lher on July 22
1947 that the Follywoodé 'riter: Mobilization hac ceas
advised thet the Hollywood Quarterly which was publirhed hy the bnivere yo j

Celifornia Press, and the Holiywood Quarteriy Associmtes would contirue to be

pablished by the Hollywood Quarteriy Arsoclation, which organization i2d

taken over the affairs of the Hollywood Writers Modilization.

Hol!ivrwood C

Iy

vonfidential Informant s advised that the Hellywood Community
Radio group is coapoadd of & pumber of individuals who ars known Communists ana
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Compunist sympathizers, many of whom were achive meabers of the Hollywood “riters
Mobilization. Amons the 'mown Comaunists on the Board of Directors of this orzsni-
zation are: ly Kraft, screen writer and Abrsham 1. Polonsky, scresn writer.

Tre Cozauiist affitiations of thess irdividuals are set out in Sectinn I of tkis
menorandun.

Informant a3 relatad thnt thie groun ls endervoring to obtain
a license for a rad{l gtation in the vicinity of Los Angelss. According to Con-
fidential Inforaant #if this permit ie grantsd and the radio station set
up, 1t will be run a perated by the Hollywocod Writers lobilization and will
be an outlet for tne Couvunist propaganda dissemi-sted by this zroup.

The Federal Comuunications Commission ig carducting hearinegs relative
to the =stablishmant of this radio estation. Ac you will recall, the Conmunist
connaectiong of the indiviguals affilieted with thia group have bzen furrished
to the rederal Comnunications Commission by this Bureau.

Peoorle's fducntional Center, als=o ¥nown rs The .08 Anrsglee sduczhional
Associntion, Inec,

Pre Pcovlets Tducetional Center was fire* formed at a meeting on Tocem=
bter 19, 1343, Confidential Irnforment of the Los iiiZeles
Cifice who was & plent informant, wade c a mimﬂosrapnﬂu ievter
writtan to the students of the Los Angeles ‘orkere 3chool, en orzan of the Ccu-
muniet Party ou November 29, 1943, adviaing that the Workers JSchool had besn
an active participant in the formation of the People's rducational Cenier and
rad atterpted to aid its organization and growth, This letter arged students
oi the workteres Schoal to supoort the People's -ducatiornal Center,

it was agcertained that an executive comm.ttea
meeting was hslc on Jamuary 3, 1944, at which dax Silver, then organizational
recretary, urousht up the question of the People's Educatioral Conter and stated
that the workers School had deciued to cooverate officirlly with the People's
Tducatisral Center and that eventually the ‘iorksrs School would be claored ertirsly.
Jubsequently the workers 3chool wae discortinued by the Communist Party.

The Feople's Xducational Center was incorzornted under the laws of
the St-ts of California under the neme of the Los Anzelees =ducational Association,
Inc., wherein it we: deseribed am a norn-profit educationet <club organized for
the purpose of realizina through stuly snd educntion the ideals of democroey
and ald, through education, in the accomplishment of an enlightersd aré harmorious
community.

Through Confidersial Infmm_

Conmunisu Party Headouartars in g
ng of the boare of directors of this orgpnlzation var held on January 25,
1947 at which time Kr. Sidney Davison, director of the nchool. en ounced that
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during the achocl year of 1946, enrollment had increased 60 per cent and that
in the fail term of .wuo, there were enrolled 553 individuals who took 635
classes, A total of 1808 individuals took 2058 classes during the war. The
school ‘as of that tine was self-supporting and all debts had been paid off.

The school's catalogue for the swuser of 1947 reflects that there
are no formal entrance requirements for atiendance at this schocl. The regu-—
lar fee for a course is $6.00 except for certain designated courses. There are
set forth hereinafter the .enbers of the board of trustees and teuching stzif
of the People's Educational Center as reflected in their 1947 catalopue:

Board of Trustees

Dr, Leo Bizelman, President. Through a highly confidential but .iost
delicate source on January lé, 1945, it was ascertalned that Bipelman was a Cou-
munist, Bigeluan is a uiedical doctor by profession rructicing wedicine in holly-
wood, He is described as a teacher and lecturer on social, economic and political
question. .

Helner Bergman, Vice President. Bergman, who is a meinber of the Inter-
national Brotherhood of [lectrical ilorkers, Local LO AFL, is teaching the course
known as "Trade Union Principles and Practices.”" Bergman'’s Commnist affiliations

are set out in Section I of this memorandum.

Maurice How.urd, Secretary-Treasurer. Howard, who is the business a2:gent
of the Screen Cartoonists Guild is teaching a course known as "History of the Aa-
erican Labor Movement." On February 26, 1945, it wgs ascertained throuch a very
reliable but most delicate source that Howard was a Communist,

Sidney Davison, Director. Davison, the director, teaches a course at the
schocl known as "Heview of the {eek.," He has been identified through a hirshly con—
fidential but most delicate sourc ent menber of the Conmunist Party in
Los Angeles, as well as b a paid informggt of the Los
Angeles Office who is at presc

Conminist Party.

Dr. Jack Agins. Agins is a wedical doctor practicing in Hollywood., He
has not bLeen definitely identified as a mewber of the Cowmnist Party. However,
his wife, Minna, was identified as a current member of the Couwuunist Party through
a most reliable but very delicate source on .ay 25, 1947.

Georgs Beller. Beller, who is an accountant and an auditor, has been i-
dentified through a wost relicble but very delicate source on ~¢y 25, 1947, as a
current aeisber of the Coamunist Party.

Dorothy Connelly. Through this sawe source Dorothy.Connelly nas been
identified as a wember of the Wilshire-Fairfax Club, loth Confiressional Dietrict
Conwnist Party, Los Angeles County.
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Leo Gallagher. In 1938, Gallagher was a candidate for the office
of Secretary of State in California on the Communist Party ticket. He is an
attorney associated with the law firm of Kats, Gallagher, and Margolis, which
law firm handles the legal business of the Communist Party in los Angeles.

s, iy e v tieictss A
a paid eonfidential informant of the Los Ange fic
tionary of the Communist Puty,W
Manmﬂb‘ro at rarty, He is currently
rector in charge of the Los Angeles Office - CIO also teaching

a course at the school known as "Current Problems of Jewish Life.”

Sondra Gorpey. Sondra Gorney writes movlie reviews for the "Daily
People's World", a west coast Coomunist newspaper and is the wife of movie
script writer, Jay Gorney. The Communist affiliations of both Sondra and
Jay Gorney are set out in Section 1 of this memorandum,

Willis J. Hill. Hill is the president and general representative
of the Carpenters Union, lLocal 634. He has not been identified as a member
of the Communist Party,

Robert Lees. Lees has been actively writing in the motion picture
industry for the past 12 years, having been identified with the Paramount
Studios., On January 16, 1945, a very reliable but most delicate source
identified Lees as a Communist.

Frances Millington. Millington has not been identified as a
member of the Communist Party,

Carleton Moss, Carleton Moss is a negro screen writer who has not
been identified as a Communist Party member., Moss is teaching a course at
* the school known as "The Negro in World Affairs.®

Herbert Sorrell. Sorrell's Communist Party membership is set out
in Section I of this memorandum., There is no information indicating that
he 1s currently a member of the Communist Party.

Frapk Tyttle. Tuttle, a motion picture director and writer, {s
at present teaching a course known as "Motion Picture Direction.® His
Comuunist Party affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum.

r Celia Willby., Willby in 1945 was an organizer for the United
Office and Professional W C Local 9 and Local 178 in
Los Angeles, has

{dentified Wil By O SETCEENY T, TYEN, A 4 COOENTISL in Hollywood.




Staff

4illian Ripps, Secretary. Ripps was identified through a very relia-
ble but most dolicate source as a Communist on Jamiary 18, 1945. She was aleo
identified by thia source as a current meémber of the Cmmumist Farty in the
Coaxmunity Subd in Hollywood, California. This information was verified
by Informant ho is a member of ths Communist Party in Los Angeles.
He stated that during 1946, Ripps was a member of the chaimaa's council
Cobdunity Subsection;Hollywood Section, Communist Party.

YTyonne Shepherd, Eegistrare Oa February 11, 1947, & very mltable
but most delicate source produced infomation indicating that Shepherd, a nezress,
sen recruited into the Communist Party by Pettis Perry. Informti

alas ilantifisd Shanhard az a mambar of tha Communist Party.

Teaching Staff
~Other members of the faculty included the .following:

Minna Agins is the Coordinator for the course, "Current Problems of
Jewigh Life.* She has been identified as a current member of the Cocrrunist Party
in Hollywood by a most reliable and delicate sowrce on May 25, 19%47.

Alvah Bagsle teaches a course on, "How to read a Book." She is a
novelist, screen writer and critics Her Communist affiliations are set out
in Section I of this memorandume.

Herbert Biberman teaches a course at tha school in “Motion Picture Di-
.recting." He is employed in ths motion picture industry as a director, writer
and assoclate producer. His Communist Party affiliations are set out in Section
I of this memorandume. .

¥illiam Blowitz teaches a course in ths school on "Publicity and Pub-
lic Relations." DBlowitz who is a Conmuniast has been referred to in Section I
where his Go!ntunist affiliations are set out.

‘Morris Browda teaches a course on "How to Listen to Music.* Browda who
is a Communist, is desctibed in Section I where his Communist Party affilistions
are set out. )

Boanie Claire teaches a couras on "Political Organisation, its Principles
anpd Practices.® Claire has been identified by a most reliable but very delicats
source on Jamary 16, 1945, as a Comunist.

Edward l. Daytryk teaches a course im school oa "Production Preparation.® -

He is a director and -produser in the motion oiSture industyy, currently working
for BKO Studios. Duytryk who bhas been identified as & Cosmumist, is digcussed




in Section I whbere his Cozmunist Party affiliations are set out,
Guy Endore is an mthor and screen writer, He teaches & course in the
school on "The Modern Novel.® REndore's Communist affiliations ars set out in Sec-
tion I of this memorandum,

Loonard Fels who has besn 1dentified through a highly reliadle Put
very delicate source as a current member of the Commnist Party, teaches a courss
on "Political Economy II." He has been identified as a former member of the exscu~
tive board, Local 6, International Longshoremen's and Warehousemen's Union from
1942 to 1945. He was also a member of Local 302, International Brotherhood of

Mantrinal Worraps.
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Carl Toreman on Mgust ), 1944, was i1dentified through a reliadle ut
most delicate source as a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood, Yoreman
at presert teaches a course on"Screen Writing II.*

George Glass was identified as a Commnist on Jamary 16, 1945 and
Tebruary 26, 1945 by a most rellable but very delicate source of informatiom,
He at present teaches "Pudlicity and Public Relations.®

Gordon Xahn has been employed in the motion picture industry as a
screen writer and also as a feature writer for the “Atlantic Monthly." He is at
pressnt teaching a course in "Screen Writing II1." On January 16, 1945 and on Fsbru
ary 26, 1945, Kahn was identified as a Commnist by a very reliable btut most
delicate source of information.

Murray Korngold teaches a course in the school on "The Sclence of Soclety.
He is a labor Jjournalist who has been active in the Lideral Theater Movement,
He formerly wrote articles for "Stars and Stripes." He has bdeen identified through
a most reliable tut very delicate source as a current merber of the Cormanist

Party in Los Angeles.

Eothorine McTernan tsaches a course in "Threse Economic Doctrines —-
Maltims, Marx and Hanson.* She formerly was a teaching assistant in the Depart-
ment of Economics at the University of Scuthern California and also taught
economics at the Californis Labor School in San Francisco., She has teen identi-
fied through a most reliable tut Yery dellicate sourcs as a current membar of
the Commnlat Party in Los Angeles.

Arnold Meschesg is a free lance sdvertising artist and studio sketch
artist., He teaches a course in "Drawing and Painting I." His Communist affiliatios
are set out in Section I of this nemorantus,

Allan Metcalf tesches a course in "Political Organisation, Its Principles
and Practices.® He 1is a former director of the Socuthern California Committes
to Win the Peace, a Communist influenced group., Metcalf was identified by Infor-




f the Los Angeles Office, as a Commnist functionary in Los Angelss
at the present time and as a current memder of the Commniet Party.

Abraham Olken teaches a course on "Current Problems of Jewish Life.®
He is manager of the Los Angeles "Morning Frelheit" Association, Fe has been
1dentified through Confidential Infomntl—and“
who are active members of the Rollywood Section of the Communis
gember of the Communis$ Party., In addition he was also i1dentified as a Commnist

and a current member of the Communist Party in Los Angeles through a most fella-
ble ‘bqt delicate source of informaticn,

Sylvan Pastarnak teaches a course in "Pudlic Speaking and Parliamentary
Law." He was formerly the tusiness sgent of Local 1421, United Flectrical, Radio
and Machine Werkers of Amarica, CIO, Although he has not been identified as a
merber of the Commanist Party, hil wife Eleancr Paszternak has been identified
a8 a currqpt zember of the Communist Party through a most reliable tut very deli-

cate source of information.

Paquerette Pathe teaches a course in "Ceramics, Begirning and Intermedi-
ate." She is a dancing teacher and dancer who established her own ceramics atudlo
in Hollywood, about two years ago, Her Communist Party affiliations sre set out
in Section I of this memorandum which identify her as a current member of the
Commmnist Party in lLos Angeles.

Margaret Roma who 1s running her own Theater Workshop in Hellywood,
teaches a course in "The Theatre and Its History."™ She bas bean identified zs a
member of the Commnist Party and her Comminist connsctions are sat out in Sec-
tion I of this memorandum,

John Sanford who is the anthor of several novels, teaches a course on
"The Modern Novel.,® Sanford who is a Commniszt has been referred to in Section I

Aa? this mamarandim whara his Pfammintad asannantiane ara -A§ aAnd
Ua vilas wUMViGLMAN, BLPLT L4p vVREMLLABe VUILBUvalus iU ooe Uuwae

Ruth Marrow Slade is a former editor of the Southern California Labor
Rerald, She was formerly publicity director for ths Russian War Rellef and most

recently has held the position of executive secretary of the Civil Rights Con-
Slade has been identified as a Commnist dy Confidential Informan

Ak

Smith wap formerly a director of the Federal Theater Project in
Few York and worked for the San Francisco Union, as well as the Yorkers Ladors~
tory Theaters, Saith who i1s a screen writer teaches a course ia "Screem ¥Writing I."

Saith who has been identified as a Commnist is referred %o im Secticn I of this
meporandnm where his Comminiet Party affiliations are sat mmé,
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Lory Titelman is a romer director of t.he Child Cars Nursery Schoo
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hrough a highly confidential but very delicats source, as s Communist,

t"ll

oyd Van is a past president of Local 1421, United Electrical,
Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO., He teaches a course at the school
entitled "Trade Union Principles and Practices." In May of 1946, Van Dyke was

{dentifi member of the Communist Party by Confidential Infomnts&
WMF who are functionaries of the Coduunis
ar 8 Ange .

During the summer term of 1947 bct.wocn 65 and 75 instructors and guest
speakers participated in the summer session of the People's Educational Center.
Of these, the above described individuals as noted have been identified as
Communists., According to Informant the Feople's Educational Center is
regarded by the Coamunist Party and Uhe Hollywood Section thereof as a Communist
School and at each term the Communist Party members in the Hollywood Section are
urged to attend this school to aid in the development in their particular field,
as well as political development, There are Minter, Spring, Summer and Fall
terms at _the School. The faculty of these schools vary sach term, according to
available personnel,

Lincoln Comnmunity Book Uenter, also known as Lincoln Boolk Shop

The records of the Los Angeles County Clerk's Yffice in Los Angsles,
California, reflect that on July 16, 1943, Eugene Reed, Hollywood, California,
had the name of The Lincoln Book Shop filed as a fictitious business name. Reed
indicated that he intended to operate the business alone., The August 7, 1943
issue of the "Daily People's World," west coast Communist newspaper contained
a feature article revealing that the lLincoln Book Shop would open at 1721 North
Highland Avenue, an August 8, 1943. The shop was to be operated by Jack and
" Jessie Reed. Through a most reliable and very delicate source on August 31,
1944, it was ascertained that Bugene Reed was a Communist and a member of the
Communist Political Association in Los Angeles,

Information was obtained through this same source on January 15, 1945,
that Eugene John Reed and Vessica Reed were members of the Communist Political
Association in the Northwest Section thereof. The roport. of the Joint Fact Find-
ing Committee of the California Legislature on Un-American Activities for 1947
reflects that in September 1943, the Lincoln Book Shop had been designated by
the Los Angeles County Communist Party for the sale of Communist )literature to
the clubs of the Communist area located in the Hollywood arsa,

The records of the County Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflect that on
March 5, 1945 the Articles of Incorporation of a group known as the Lincoln Coa~
munity Book Center, a non-profit, non-stock memberahip group were filed with the




Secretary of State in California. The purpose and object of the grouwp was Yo
educate the people of Hollywood. The persons executing the Articles of Incorporati
included:

Samuel Yreeman of 1562 Glencoe Way, Hollywood, Califormia. Freeman

was identified as a Communist on February 7, 19y through information obtained
e R - e ore
on th in Hollywecod.
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Flizabeth Glenn of 1604} North Harvard, Los Angeles, Elizabeth Glenn

o Los Angeles County
muiist Party.

Bmily Gordon who resides at 1056% North Oxford, Los Angeles, Califomia.
Gordmm ‘identified as the County literature director of the Comunist Party

e 2. 34V 3 __a b 0L b_ n-..o.i(.l-_s

and the Communist Political Association in 194l and part of 194

-

» Gordon was nomina
Committee of the Comnum.st. Party but was not elected inasmuch as other lsading
comrades cr her for being bureaucratic. Through the information obtained
3 paid reliable informant of the Los Angeles Office
Communist Party in Los Angeles, it was
don had been dropped from the membership
because of a "right opportunist disagreement"

During June 1946, Confidential mfomme Los
Angeles Office advised that tne officers now se on be o Lincoln
Commmumnity Book Center were Jolm Howard Lawson, President; Waldo Salt, Vice Presi-
dent and Miriam lLogan, secretary. The Communist background of both Lamwson and
Salt, who are screen writers in Hollywood has been set out in Section I of this

memorandum, Miriam Logan, the secretary, was identified as a member of the Com—
munist Party at San Pedro, Califomia from June 19LL until December of 1346 by

s member of the Commmist Party who is an informant of the Los
n;tg;,vAeD UI31iCe,.

Coanfidential Informan of the Loa An;eles Office, who is a
functionary of the Communist Party in that area, advised that from 1945 through
April 1947, the Lincoln Book Shop was the outlet of Marxist and Communist liter-
ature in Hollywood, Califormia and that all clubs of the Hollywood Section Commu-
nist Party purchased literature at that store,

This same informant advised on May 1, 1945, that this book center was
closed because of its poor financial condition. He stated that as of July 1yh7,
the Commmnist Party does not maintain a book shop in the Hollywood area indicating
that the Commmist subsections in the Hollywood area presently cbtain their lit-

erature from the home of Clarence L. hicklefs, 984 Palm Avenue, Los Anzeles.




Hicklefs is literature director for the Commmity Subsection, Hollywood Section
of the Commumist Party.

The Motion Picture Nemocratic Committee

The "Studioc Call" official organ of the Conference of Motion Picture
Arts and Crafts, for June 30, 1938, stated that the Democratic Camittee was a
progressive political organization which should have the support of every employee
of the motion picture industry, A full page advertisement appearing in this paper
gave the aims of the Kotion Picture Democratic Committee as follows: ’

1. To support and extend the New Deal nationally; to
bring a new deal to California.

2. To remove from office all those officials who have
. made the government of Califormia a government by
' the corporations.

3. To effect and maintain complete political f{reedcm
within the motion picture industry.

L. To aid in uniting all progressive forces within the
lemocratic Party, convinced that a liberal victory
can be achieved at this time only by working within
the Demoeratie Party.

5. To cooperate with all groups and persons who are
working to re—establish democracy in the State, and
oppose all movements which tend to split the
progressive forces in California.

6. To support those candidates who on the basis of their
records are best qualified to forward these aims.

Eugene lLyons on page 289 of his book, "The Red Decade"™ stated: "The
Hdotion Picture Nemocratic Cormittee, a front for Stalinist fund raising, had no
trouble rounding up seventeen hundred members.® Rene M. Vale, an admitted Commu-
nist, in 1940 made a sworn statement in which she stated that perhaps the most
bazaar flourish given to the Olsan for Governor campaign 'vas provided by the fresh
ideas and naive politics of the Motion Picture Democratic Committee, called by
those who still ventured to express their dislike of "Hollywood-itis." The Motion
Plecture femocratic Committeo was conceived and delivered by the Los Angeles Cownty
Political Commission of the Commumist Party in the spring of 1938, in the home
of Al Lane, 3909 Denker Avenus,

Confidential Informant mf the Los Angeles Office,
referred to the August 1935 speech ol Georg rov, head of the Communist Inter-
national, as the famous "Trojan Horse" speech. Announcing the "nited front
program of the Commmist Party, he stated that as a part of this program the period




knomn as the Mpopular front® was brought about with the August 23, 1939 sianing
of the Hitler-Stalin Pact. He related that many of these fronts which were
formed during this period were established to influence and support the foreign
policy of the Soviet Union, He referred to the "collective security" proposal
and that the Communists everywhers were instructed to drop all revolutionary
ideas and pose as liberals taking part in all established govermment affairs,

He stated that in the United States they wera instructed for voting purposes, to
support the candidates of the Democratic Party. He related that they were to
assume a "liberal™ position and work to get themselves into any positions in poli-
tical circles where they could use their positions and influence to create and gain
support for the policies of the Soviet Union. elated that in following this
line and this policy, the Commumists in the Ho ood motion picture industry

set up the Motion Picture Cemocratic Committee. lle related that during the vzar
1938, this organization was going full force and was a very influential group in
Califomig: and particularly in the Hollywood area. However with the signing of
the Hitler-Stalin Pact, he stated that the Hollywood Motlion Picture Democratic
Committee changed its line shortly thereafter, at which time it began calling

the President a "war monger® and that he was dragging the United States into the
"imperialistic" war,

Barly in 1940, according to Informan the Motion Ficture Democratic
Cormittea was working in cooperation with the American peace crusades and sponsored
peace meetings throughout Southerm California. He stated that the organization
issued a "newsletter" dated March 26, 1540, calling attention to a *imock-out
seript" written by Michael Blankfort, Jerome Chodorov, Joseph Fields, Paul Trivers,
_Carl Dreher, Cyril Kramer and ckayed by the liollywood Peace Council. This was
to be presented at a rally at tne Olympic Stadium on April 6, 1940 under the banner,
"America Declares Peace."

According t.o- this was the last meeting at which the Motion Pice=
ture Democratic Committee actively participated. In the publication "Red rascism®
compiled by Jack Tenney, California State Senator and Chairman of the California
Joint Fact Finding Committee of the S6th Califormia Legislature, information is
set out that the following persons were officers of the Hotion Picture Nemocratic
Committee in 1939 and 19L40. The official stationery of this organization also
reflects the same data,

Philip Dunne Chelrman Screen writer

Melvyn Douzlas First Vice—-Chairman Screen actor

Miriam Hopkins Sacond Vice—-Chairman Screen actresa

Jon Ford Third Vice-Chaiman Motion picture director
Kaurice Murphy Secretary writer

-Gordon Rigby - Treasurer ' Writer

Herbert K. Sorrell Executive Board Member Labor official

Harold Buchman Executive Board Member Screen writer

Al Caya Executive Board Member Teamster Union

John Cromwell Sxecutive Board i{ember Actor and director
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torval Crutcher Executive Board Member Secretary of Technicians
Guild No, 683

John Gree Executive Board Member Labor leader

Edward MNussa Executive Board Uember Labor leader, Set Direc-

- tors Guild

Irving Pichel Executive Board Member Screen dirsctor

Gloria Stuart Executive Hoard Uember Scrasn actress

Frank Tuttle Executive Board kember Screen writer and direc-
tor

liaurice uurphy, Harold Buchman, Herbet K. Sorrsll, Korval Crutcher,
and Frank Tuttle have been identified as being affiliated with the Communist

Party either past or present and their Oommunist connections are set out in
Section I of this mamorandum,

Pnilip Dunne

Fhilip Dunne, as reported in an affidavit given by Rene Vale, a forzer
member of the Communist Party before the Assembly Fact Finding Comnittee on Un-
American Activities in California, on November 9, 1942, was a screen writer and
representative of the Motion Picture Democratic Coumittee, as well as a member
of the Los Angeles County Politlcal Commission of the Communist Party,

Maurice Thomas Murphy

.
e anmandt e+
L P

California, was an actor for 19 years. e has

, reated lor eépsy since€ 1935, Throuph a most reliable but very delicate

source, Murvhy was ldentified on May 19, 1947, as a member of the Northwest Sec-
tion of the Hollywood Section of the Los Angeles County Conmunist Party.

Bét'don Rigby

The Hollywood trade magazins "Variety" for September 12, 1945, reflected
that Lieutsnant Colonel Gordon Rigby retired from the Army after L years of ser-
vice with the Signal Corp. The "Variety" also reflacted that he was a veteran
of Viorld Var I and an #x Hollywood writer and director at Columbia Studios.
According to a most reliable but very delicate source Gordon Rigby, on August 31,
1944, wae a member of the Communist Folitical Assocliation, lorttwest Cection,

Los Angeles, California, who had been on special lcave fromn the Communist Party
since before Dacember of 1942,

Lellovoenl Jynocratic Comnittee

vas set up in January 1943. The aims and purposes of this organization were

, Tre Hollywood Democratic Committee, according to Confidential Informant
llown by a circular issued at the time of the organization meeting held on Jun-
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uwary 1, 19L3. They were as follows:

1. To support national, state and local legislation essential
to victory in war. .

2. To clarify political issues in relation to the war effort,
and to pramote discussion and education for this purpose.

3. To support candidates who are best fitted to serve a nation
at war and who seek office on a "win~the-war" platform,

L. To cooparate with other orzanizations in Los Angeles and
throughout the state and nation, whose alms are similar to
our Owns.

contidential Informantfin referring to this new organization, stated
that for all intents and purposes it was nothing but the revival of the liotion
Picture Democratic Committee previously discussed in this section of this memo~-
randum, According to the activities of the Hollywood Democratic Committee
during the time of its existence coincided with the line of the Communist Politi-
cal Association, which was "collaboration with capitalism" because of the needs
of the Soviet lnion for assistance. On Ceptember 25, 1913, Informant related
that the activities of this organization were confined largely to the dDen politi-
cal field, such as putting pressure on law makers, local and national, and to have
logislation passed which was either sponsored or supported by the Communist ele—
ment in the United States, particularly in the Hollywood area. He stated that
this pressure was exerted in two ways, {1) by forming delegations to visit law
makers in an attempt to intimidate them, and (2) by a campaign of written propagan=~
"da c¢irculated among labor unions and other organizations and the setting up of
tcommit tees of correspondence,” the purpese of which was to flood the Conzress with
letters demanding the passage of measures which fell in line with the program of
the Commmnist Party at that time.

On July 26, 19LL4, letterheads and literature issued by the Hollywood
Democratic Committee reflected the following persans were elected officers for
the coming year,

Mare Connelly . Chai rman
John Cromwell Vice Chairman
Gene Kelly ) Vice Chairman
E. Y. Harburg Vice Chairman
Norval D. Crutcher Secretary
Albert Dekker Treasurer

This same literature reflected that the orzanisation had an executive
board of 88 membera. Of this number 22 have been identified as Communists tarough
information obtained by the los Angeles 0ffice, through a most reliable but very




delicate source. Of the 22 known Communists, the follcwihg individuals whose
Comuunist Party affiliations are set out in Section I of this memorandum, have
been identified with the motion picture industry.

Vargaret Bennett Yills lrs, Nora Hellgren
Herbert Blberman Rax Ingram

Henry Blankfort Donald Key King

Sidney Robert Buchman John Howard Lawson

Norval Dixon Crutcher Barbera Alexander Myers
Edward Dmytryk Samuel Badlisch Ornitz
Edward McCreary Gilbert vortimer Viilliam Pomerance
Donald Alexander Gordon Herbert K. Sorrell

Louis Harris

«In addition to the above listed Communists it was also known that such
prominent Communist FParty figures in the motion picturs industry as Frank Tuttle,
motion picture director, waii also active in this group, It has also been reported

by Confidential Informant that John Garfield, the pro-Commnunist actor, was

associated with this proup. Garfield has heen identified b 38
a member of the Communist Party. Garfield also, according t0 inlorman has
been affiliated with the Young Communist League, the Hollywood Anti-Nazl Lzague

both of which were Communist front groups.

During 1944, the Hollywcod Democratic Committee srew to be one of the
most importa olitieal groups in Southern California, according to Confiiential
. Informant*}le reported that this was primarily due to its connection with
the motion picture industry and the prestige derived therefrom.

This organization continued its politicai activities in the 1944 elcc-
tions and announced that it was to become a permanent group, cooperzting with
and supporting the Political Action Committee and other progressive groups in
polities,

On January 25, 1945, the "Daily “orker® carried an article reflecting
thzt 100 Hollywood leaders sent a wire to Presldent Rocsevelt, requesting him to
terminate the proceed ngs against Harry Eridges. The article reflected that the
action wae taken at a dinner sponsored by the lollywood Democratic Committee,
Anong the signers of this telegram were Communists and many individuals who have
supported the Communist movement in Hollywood. This article reflected that John
Howard Lawson, writer; Jack Moss, producer; and Dalton Trumbo, writer, all imown
Communists in Hollyvood, were among the signers of this communication. These
individusls identified as Communists above are referred to in Section I, where
their Communist affiliations are set out.

On June 6,.1945, in Hollywood, California, a meeting was called by the
Hollywood Democratic Committee, at which time the name of this group was changed
by unanimous decision to the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts,




Sciences and Professions.

Hollywood Independent Citizens Committiee of the Arts, Sciences and Profeasgiong

The Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sclences and Profegsions,
2 now defunct organization, was formed under the influence of Communists and Com-
munist sympathizers and vas supported throughout its existence by the Coumunists
and the Communist press. Benjamin J. Davis, Jr., a member of the National Commit-
tee of the Communist Party, on August 11, 1945, read recommendations to the llew
York State Convention of the Cormuniat Party of those individuals who had been
nominated for the New York State Committee, concernlng Lionel Berman, Davis stated,
fComrade Serman, & Communist Party functionary, is Jewlah and a member af the old
State Committee,....l would say, (he) ig the head of the Cultural Section of the
Party......It seems to me that in hig work in the past, particularly in the elec-
tions when he was one of those ianstrumental in getting up the Independent Citizens
Committee 0f Artas, Sclences a&nd Professlions, he has demonstrated a very excellent

capacity fdr organization of a very excellent political character.® This informa-
tion was obtained throughﬂstato Convention,

”dvised on April 4, 1946, that the organization of the
IndependeM¥ Cillzens Conmittee of the Arts, Sclences and Profeasions by the Commu-

nigt Farty was directed and planned
by Lionel Berman of the Communiet Par eld of the
Vorkers Library Publighing Company. He 2lso adviged that. this organization was

a Communist controlled group in spite of the fact that the majority of the member-
ship was not Communigt and a minority of the Communists were directing it,

¥With regard to the Hollywood Chapter of the Independent

; Citizens Commit-

tee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, Confidential Infomant“
U1 the Los Angeles Office, related that a meeting was called o e members
o7 the Hollywood Democratic Committes at the American Legion Hall in Hollywood

on Juns 6, 1945. He stated that at thig meeting approximately 3&individuals

were in attendance all believed to be members of the Hollywood Demccratic Committee,

W. Emmett Lavery, President of the Screen uriters Culld, conceraing
whom information is set out under the Screon Writers Guild in this memorandum,
wvas chalrman of the meeting. . He related that Herman Shunlin a motion picture
producer, who has been affiliated with a long line of Communist organizations
was preunt and proponed that the new organization which was known asg the

|1 ) P | acamdoand Al bloamae Mamued tban ad dtha inka Cnlamnas arnd Duafaanianae
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affiliate with the National organisation called the Independent Citizens Coamit~
tes of the Arts, Sciences nnd Professions, According to hohn Howard Lawson
led the Communist elements in this meeting. He stated tha ballot which

had been previcusly selected was voted on as a meres formality and many of the mem-
bers of the executive committee of the Hollywood Democratic Jsmmitiee were elec—
ted and continued as mexmbers of the sxecutive committee of the Independent cnisens
Committee of the Arts, Sclences and Professiocns.
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Confidential Informant —-tatod. with regard to this
change in name and apparent change in complexion of the organization, that it
was due to the fact that the Commnist Party line had changed, Fe stated that

from June 1945 until February 11, 1947, the Hollywood Independent Citizens Commit-
tee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions had followed thoss of the Communist Party

in the sconomic and political fislds, Hs rslated that during the existence of thie

organization, it was the principal pressure group using the prestige and influence
of the Hollywood motion picture industry to support legislation endorsed by the
Communist Party and ite sympathiszers. A dodger stamped September 11, 1945, which
is in the posesession of the Los Angeles Office reflscted that there were 98 mem-
bers of the executive couneil of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee

of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Of this number 14 have been identified as
Communists through the most reliable but very delicate sources. These individuals
are listed below and their Commnist connections are set out in Section I of this
mammncln_%,

Sidney Robert Bachman William Frank Blowits
Abram 8. Burrows Norval Dixon Crutchar
Louls Harris . Rex Ingram

John Howard Lawson Sam Moore

Jack Moss Mortimer ¥illiam Pomerance
Tarl Hawley Robinason Dalton Trumbo

Frank Wright Tuttle Margaret Pennett Wills

P e
In December of 1946 Confidential Informant mrﬁportod
that the Kational Headouarters of the Indspendent Citlizens Committee o 8 Arts,

"Seiences and Professions was contemplating merging with the National Citizens
Political Action Committee with the ultirate object of laying the foundation for
a new so-called liberal group in the United States,

In January of 1947 Confidential Informant -tated that the Folly=-
wood Chapter of this organlzation was preparing to go out of existence under its
present name and enmerge as the Hollywood Branch of the new organizstion which was
formed in New York City on December 28 and 29, 1946, called the Progressive Citi-
zens of America. This latter group was formed by the merger of the now defunct
Independent Citizens Committee of the Aris, Sclences and Professions and the Fation-
al Citigens Political Action Committes.

Progressive Citizens of America
According to Confidential Iuormmf the Los Angeles
Office, the Southern Californias Chapter of the Progressive ne of imerica

ze
------- dmcl mew Teohome o 4 [«7 4, ] - - -
vas organised on February 11, 1947. A leaflst which vas dlstriltutsd in ths Los

Angeles area prior to February 11, 1947, announced that a meeting would bde held

on tbat date for the purpose of organising this organizatioa. The leaflet announced
that Jo Davidson, National Chairman of the Progressive Citizens of America would

e the principal speaker. For ldentification purposes it should be pointed out

that Jo Davidson has been identified hfd confidential inforrant

of the New York Office, as & Commnist, '

133




. J

Coniidential Informant f the San liego

Oifice reported that Edward Mosk acied as “halrwan of the organizational meeting

of the Progressive Citizens of America. Mosk, who outlined the purpose of the
moeting introduced Dr. Linus Pauling. Pauling discussed the production of atomic

" energy and the atomic bomb and its significance to world government. John Cromwell,
the retiring Chairman of the Holilywood Independent Citizens Committes of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions commnented regarding the consolidation of the Independent
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions and the National Citizens
Political Action Coumittee.

Jo Davidson, the Naticnal Chairmam, tnen explained the purpose of

the new organization. Frollowing Imvidson's remarks, Robert %. Kenny, former
sttorney general of California, was elected chairpan of this oranch. Vice Chaire

men elected were Edward Mosk, Howard Koch, Dr. Linus Pauling, Lena Horne, Senjal
Ostrow and Gene Kelly, and Mrs. william Dleterle, sscretary.

0Of the 100 directors elected, the following known Communists, whose
Comrunist Party affillations are set out in Section I of this memorandum were
included: ‘

Sam Albert Margaret Sennett ¥wills
Edward uiberman Henry Blankiort

Abe Burrows Howard [a Silva

Lou Harris Sam Koore

John Howard Lawsou Fred Rinaldo

Anne Revere Adria; Scott

tarl Hobinson Frank Tuttle

ialton Trumbo

In addition, the following Communists who are not identified In Section I
of this memcrandum were also elected to the board of directors:

Dr, Nurray Abowitz

Dr. Abowits, who is presently practicing medicine at 658 South Bonney
Brae Avenve, los ingeles, has been ldentified by a most highly confidential but
delicate source in 1943 as a member of the Medical Branch, Profesaional Section,
Los Angeles Country Comuniat Party.

Philip M. COI\DOBI

Connelly is & former president of the los Angeles Newspaper (uild,
Confidential Informant id reliable informaut of the

Party in los ' »
to the Los Angoles County Communist Party as & sustainer fee.
onnelly pays this fee, $10..0, regularly and thor CIO function—-
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- of the Los Angeles Industrial Unicg Coungil, In addition to this information

sttended a meeting which was
ch Connslly was present. Accord-
mmnist and attacked the lesaders

y nbe
Connelly identified himszelf as a Co
of the st Party at that time,

Sharles 7. Kats

Kats 1s an attorney in Los Angeles. He signed the brief of the Los
Angeles County Commnist Party petition filed before the California Suprewe Court
in June of 19432 placing the Party om ths ballot. John Leach, former Commnist
Party organiser testified corcerning Kats before the grand jury as follows: "I
knev Xatgz as a Commnist Farty mexmber; he was active in professional study groupe,
organising profesrional study groups in Hollywood for the Communist Party. Kats
wvas in the Communist fraction of the Anti-Nasi Lesgue. Kats received mesbershilp
bdook from Stanley Lawrence.....?

Ben Margolis

Through a highly confidential tut most reliadle source, it was ascertained
that Ben Margolis was a membes of the Engels Branch of the Los Angeles County
Communist Party dnring 1946, Margolis was formerly a law partner of Xats, Galla-
gher and Margolis, a legal firm which represented CIC local unions and Commnist
Party mendera,

Loren Miller

Discontimed Iuomtmadvma that Miller, a negro
attornay in Los Angeles, vas aff t “co-nniot Party, having
Commnist Party book mumber 75-393, According tomﬁiiiar% Farty name vas
Lsurence Eossmore, Miller has also deen identified w the Natlonal Lavysrs
Guild,

George Pepper

Pepper is the executive director of the Arts, Sciences and Professicnal
Council of the Progressive Citiszens of America. Through a most reliadble tut very
delicate source of information, Pepper was 1dsntified on July 22, 1943 as a e
ber of the Los Angeles County Commnist Party. He was alse 1dentifisd on June 30,

1944, through this same source as & member of the Comsunist Politiocal Associatiom.

According to Confidential In.for-n’of the Lop Angeles Office,
Rodert ¥. Xenny, the chairsan of this chapter during the pas$ several years bas
besn affiliated with or active in mumercus Cosmmnist front @igmmizations,

The progras of the Progressive Citisens of Americs bosh ia California
and nationally has closely parallsled that of the Comsuniast Party. This was one
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of the first organizations to most vigorously att:ck the President's proposal for

aid to Greece and Turkry, as did the Communist Party. ilso this organization
joined with the Civil Rights Congress, a national front organization, in protesting
against the city authorities of Peoria, Illinois, and Albany, New York, who failed
to permit Paul Robeson to speak in the public schools., The natlonal organization
is now publishing a monthly paper called the "Progressive Citizens™. This paper is
being circulzted by the California Chapter. The California group is represented
on this staff by the following individuals: Harman Shumlin; Norman Corwin, radio
commentator; John Cromwell, writer; Lillian Hellman, writer, Gene Kelly, actor;

Fredarig March, actor: Eohert ;l Kennv, ax-Lalifornisz State Att.nr-nev Goner-a'l-
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and Paul Robeson singer and actor,

With regard to Herman Shumlin, Informan s reported that he wes
one of the endorsers of the American Peace Mobilization, a Communist front organi-
zation, & member of the League of American Writers, and a teacher at the Hollywood
riters School,

o
g

Norman Corwin, according to-wa a lecturer at the Holly.ood School
r iriters and a member of the Tp_gl,gpg_q t Citizens Committee of the Arts. Sciences
and Professions,

The writer, John Cromwell, has been referred to by Informant as
having been a member of the Hollywood Independent Citlzens Committee of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions and also having participated in radioc forums sponsored

. by the Hollywood Democratic Committee in Hollywood on January 5, 1945.

The writer, lillian Hellman, according t has been a member of the
League of American Writers, the American Peace Lobilization, the Independent Citi-
zens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions, and connected with the Joint
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee,

Actor Gene Kelly has been ident.ified by-as having been a mem. er of
- -8 -
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and a member of the Progressive Citizens of America,

a
:I"

Actor Frederic March has been referred to by Informant s a former
pember of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions,
s reported that March is a member of the Communist Party,

Former California State Attorney General Robert W, Kenny has been identi-
ti“co—chumn of the Progressive Citizens of imerica. He also, accordiaoc

to was affilistsd with ths Nationsl Win the Peace Confersnce and 2 member
E Ho

1lywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professicr

Singer Paul Robeson has been identified as having been active in the
Anerican Peace Mobilization, the National Win the Peaco Conference, and thes Council
of African Affalrs by Info
3h

s




The above referred to organizations are déscussed in this section of the
meporandum, with the exception of the Couneil of African Affairs, a Cormnlst
influenced group,

The Progressive Citisens of America on May 9, 1947, lssued an ultimatum
printed in the "Daily Variety", Hollywood trade publication, protesting the investi-
gations deling conduncted by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and defend-
ing the rights of the Communist Farty in the United States.

Confidential Informtm related that the Progressive
Citizens of America held a meetl r hen . ace in the Gilmore Stadlum
on the night of May 19, 1947, According to the "Daily Peopletsd: World, " West Coast
Co t newspaper on May 21, 1947, 30,000 people wers in attendence. According
to a collection was taken up at this meeting for the support of the PCA
and the sum of approximately $86,000 was realised. He stated that a mumber of
Hollywood celebrities including Charlel Chaplin, Edward G. Robinson and Paul Hen-
reid were among the large contritutors.

According to Informant -tho Progressive Citizens of America estab-
lished a division in Hollywood on June 13, 1947 at a meeting called by Rose Hobart,
scresn actress; John 14, actor, Paul Draper, actor: and Anne Fever®, screen
actress, According to this unit is to be known as the Hollywocod Arts,
Sclances and Profsssion® Council of the PCA, Its chalrman 1s Johp Cromwell, screen
directsr and the grouMcutiw director is George Pepper. The purpose of thias
Couneil, according oWy is to pariicipate in all iocal political affairs, elec-
tions and projectc which the national PCA group endorses and supports. The Comma~

"nist afflliations of Garfleld, Revere and Pepper have been previcusly set cut as
have the affiliations of Cromwell with Communist infiltrated or influenced organi-
sations,

This council published a droclmre in early July of 1947 announcing that
a conference on the mbject of thought control in the United States was to be
held at tke Baverly Hills Hotel from July 9-13, 1947 undsr the ausplces of the

Prosrasaiva Citizans of Amarios T™hia hnnhnu- announcad that "in reacant monthse
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an increasing mumber of incldents have occurred, indicating an unhealthy tendency
in our natlional life-—a tendency to prevent frudon of individual exprassion which
had alvays been the guarartee of our democratic culture, This conference has been
called in order to document and examine these incidents -separately and as part
of a majority tendency. If such a tendency does exist and continnes to develop
unchallenged, it can lead in only one direction-- biased control of tha thought
patterns of all the American people,®

The opening session of this conference vhich was attended by Agente
of the Los Angeles Office was addressed by John Howard Laweom, leading Communist
Screen writer in the motlon pleture industry wvhoase Commnist Party affiliations
are set out in Section I of this memcrandum, lawson commenced his remarks by mentior
ing that various individuals had recently accused Fenry Vallace of giving Burope
a false iapression of America by saying that America is not imperialistic and




has no imperialist aius. In his speech Lawson reviewed the historic struggles

of progressive forces and individuals throughout United States history and a2lso

pointed cut the imperialistic actions in its past and present foreign policy.

The keynote speuker of the opening sessions was Norman Corwin, who according to
Informan 8 50 close to the Party that it would be diflicult to say hLe
is not a member and wh as heard discussed favorably by Comnunist Party
officers on numerous ocZ3BiCH¥ in connection with the Coumunist Party program of
infiltration in the motion picture industry, Corwin in his address condemned the
war psychosis being put upon the people today and also condeumned the activities
of such groups as the House Counittee on Un—American Activities, the Tenney Couw—
mittee, which is the California State Un—American Activities Cosmaittee and the
Hearst Preas.

At the final session of the conference on thought control held on the
evening of July 13, 1947, Robert Kenny, an executive of the PUA stated that the
organization stands ifor nationalization of public utilities, the coal industry,
the steel industry and any other industry where nationalization would advance
the coamon good.” Kenny stated frequently that free enterprise was not working
and that those proponents of this economy should adwit this and reach for new
solutions to the changing econoiic problems of our coaplex systcm., Prior to the
adjournuent of the confcrence, resolutions were adopted including the signing of
a letter to the President advising him of the viclious type of thought control
existing in the United States and that thought control evidenced a trend toward
fascism, The resolution advocated the abolition of the Un-American Activities

Committee and the abandomnent of the Truwuwan Dogtrine., It further called for the
discontinuing of the loyalty test recently instituted by the Federal Governuent,

ﬂ it was ascertained that George Pepper and .alde Salt, who ilave

previously becn identified as Commnists in Hollywood, had charge of all the arrange—

ments for this thought control conference. In addition the program reflccts that

the following individuals, who have previously been identified as Comuunists either
in Section I or Section III in connection with the varicus Uomaunist front organi-

ive in the Hollywood area, participuted actively in this prosraa,

Edward Biberman - Albert ialtz
Pnilip Stevenson Dan Jarves

Sam Ornitz ' Georpe Sklar
Charles J. Kata Howard Da Silva
Horris Carnovsky Anne hevere

Dr. lurray Abowita Guy kndore
Melvin Levy Villoa Shore
Donald Ogden Stew Sam Mocrs
Adrian Scott. Lee Cobb

Gale Sonaergaard
Holl d Anti-haz]l Le

The Hollywood Anti-Nazi m.lﬁi'i set up in the wotion picture industry
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for the purpose of defending America's democratic rights against Nazl influence.
The organization had among its original officers such well-known Communists as
Herbert Biberman, director, and Cale Sondergaard, actress. The Commmist Party
affiliations of these individuals are set out in Section I. Following the Hitler—
Stalin Pact and the consequent change in the Communist Party line from opposition
to Fascism to a program of general isolation, the organization was liquidated.

Hellywood League for Democratic Action

According to Infoman(‘-the Hollywood League for Democratic Action
was made up of the same people who were active in the Hollywood Anti-Nazi League
although its activities were just the reverse of the Anti-}iazi League because of

ths changs in the Communist Party program, Many of the leading nﬁnn'ln in thia

organization were also identified with the Communist Party, such as Dalton Trumbo,
Frank Tuttle and John Wexley. The Communist Party affiliations of these individuals
are set out in Section I of this memorandum. This orzanization dropped ocut of the
picture with the coming of the American Peace Mobilization.

The American Peace Mobilization

This orzanization was a national Communist f{ront group which, in
Hollywood, was under the leadership of Herbert Biberman. Other knowm Communists
active in this movement were John Hovard Lawsom, Dalton Trumbo, Frank Tuttle and
Guy Endore. The Commmist Party affiliations of these individuals are set out in
Section I. Xany of the so-called "intellectuals" who had been active in Comunist
front movements in Hollywood were also active in supporting the American Pcace
Hobilization. Probably one of the most prominent of these so-called "intellectuals"

.was Donald Ogden Stewart, a member of the League of American Writers, International

lLabor Defense, Screen Writers Guild, and the Hollywood VWriters bobilization, accord-
ing to Confidential Informant-
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Ini‘ormant-related that from 1337 on, during the period of the Snan-
ish hHevolution, numercus Communist front groups were formed in the United States
to assist the Communist cause in S‘pain Prominent among these groups were the
Spanish Liefugee Ship Mission, the liedical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, Span-
ish Refugee Relief Campaign, Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, Hollywood
Committee for Yriters in [xile, and the United American Spanish Aid Committee.
These groups had found membership and suppert ameng the intellectual group in the
Hollywood area. The remnants of these groups were consolidated together with the
formation of the Joint Anti-Yascist Refugee Cammittee. This organization, a Com-
mmist influenced group, was said to be interested only in those reflugees whose
political opinions coincided with those who were in control of the Comittee.

e ...t Party lleadquarters
an January- ! R !m, A avallable an oilficial directive from the




mlational Org. Dept.® addressed to "Dear (k:mrades." This dimctivo which was
dated April 13, 1943 stated in part:

"I'ha Joint Anti-Fascist liefugee Committee has wndertaken the patriotie
duty of orzanizing a mass campaign for the release and rehabilitation of anti=
Fascist refugees in North America.....Comrade Browdsr placed this question as one
of paramount concern to America.... ¥e are therefore suggesting that your State
Executive Committee discuss how the Y.C.L. can effectively participate in this
campalgh...e...and would also be well if every district made a cantribution to -
work of this committee......We are sending you under separate cover publicity
petitions and post cards....."

q it was ascertained on February 1!, 1945, that Felix Kusman
of the national office of the Joint Anti-Fascist hefugese Committee and Marian

Owens of the San Francisco Chapter of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refuges Committee
met with ¥arl Winter, at that time President of the Los Angeles County Communist
Political Association, regzarding the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee policy.
Carl Winter sumnarized the decisions made at this meeting as follows:

1. Consolidation of the Los Anceles and Hollywood offices of the Joint
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee should be effected.

2. Akn executive committee should be established.

3. A
. The following officers, past and present of the Los Angeles Branch of the
Joint Anti-Fasclst Refugee Committee are known Comunists:

One Helen Manfield Fischer at present is exscutive secretary of the

Los Angeles Branch of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, having held
osition since at least April 7, 1942, Informan
mcommist Party Headquarters es produced data
i

er on October 26, 19143, was listed as a guest to be invited
to the Los Angeles County Communist Convention held October 30, 31, 1943 in
Los Anzeles, She was listed as a guest from Branch E (Ca.rtomists of the
Northwest Section of the los Angeles County Communist Party). This data was
further confirmed hy infomation received from a most reliavle but very delicatc

= e

sourca on "lovamuer -LD, J-7LU, lm:u:n I'BLJ-BGWCI. Ulal’: §he was a member of the

Communist Party.

ding to ti on obtained from o
¢ rs, the
VO ACI-ravs1st Hefugee Committee since January 5, 191;5 Has opened the “Spanish
Refugee Appeal.® The letterheads of this “Spanish iwefugee Appesal® of the Joint
Anti-Fascist Hefugee Committee 1ist among others 1l individuals from the motion
picture industry of whom tha following are imomn Communists and their Communist

connecticnis are sst out fu Ssctiom I of this mamorandums
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Canada Lee . Robert Rossen
Albert Malts Dalton Trumbo.
Earsn Morley .
An an exa he fund raising activities of this group, Confidential
Informant f the Los Angeles Office, who ig a Conmnist Party
member, a on , 1945 that the women's division of the Joint Anti-Fascist

Refugee Committes held a Spanish Refugee Appeal luncheon at the Beverly Hills
Hotel on May 2, 1945. Tha sponsors of this luncheon included the following per—
sons identified with the motion plicture industry, according to this source:

Mrs. Jophn Howaprd Lawgon, identified as & member of the Los ingeles Countiy
Comrunist Party through a vory reliable tut most delicate source on Fovember 16,
1943. :

“Mrs, Aldert Malts, also idsntified as a mexber of the Communist Party by
this same scurce on the same date.

Mrs, Dalton Trumbo was also identified as a member of the Communist Farty
through this same source on this same date.

Mre. Frank Tuttle, she was identified as a member of the Los Angeles
County Commnist Party on Decemder 12, 1946 by Samuel Davenport Russell, educational
director of the Hollywood Kortheast Women'’s Clud of the Communist Paity.

Miss Cale Sondergaard also kmown as Mrs. Herdert Bibderman. Sondergaard
-was identifisd as a Comminist through a most reliable but very delicate source on
the following dates, August 31, 1944, January 8, 1945, Jamary 16, 1943, February
26, 1945 and November 19, 1945,

The followlng Hollywood persohalities have appeared as headliners for the
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Compittee in the Los Angeles functions of thls group:

Qlivia de Haviland and Phillip Dorn ¢n March 12, 1943. This ishformation

was obtained from Confidentlal Informan a Tormer mexber
of the Communist Party, vho furnished th s L¥20.

P Robesop and Haze ott on Angust 5, 1543. This inforsation was
obtained from the West Coast Communist newspaper the "Feoples ¥World® on July 10,
. 1943,

Garfield and Pan]l Robesop on February 4, 1548, This information
was obtalned from personal observation of a Special Agent of the Los Angeles Field
Division, *

wopth. According to the "Peoples World® of June 20, 1946, Rita
Rayworth was listed as the bhonorary chairman of the women's division, Spanish
Hefugee Appeal for a function on June 2, 1946,
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The Actors Laboratory, according to Confidential Informant is a
Commnist controlled institution where scresn and stage acting is purvortedly taught
by directors, actors and writers affiliated with the motlon picture industry.
He stated that this school was formerly located in New York City under the nanme
of the Group Theatre. The Group Theatre was sald to be affiliated with the Vew
Thsatre League, an alleged Commnist venture. He related that the New Theatre
League, from about 1932 until 1938, was a propaganda agency making use of the stage
as a medium wvhich was successful in turniag cut actors vho later served the Comnm--
nist movement in the United States. He reported that the Actors Laboratory cooper—-
ates with such organizations as the Hollywood Writers Hobilization and formeriy
the Hollywood Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sclences and Profeasions.

The certificate of incorporation of this organization filed in the County
Clerk's Office in Los Angeles reflects the following alme and purposes of this
organtzatlon:

*1l. To cobduct classes for study of theatre arte, acting, dancing, stage
craft, play writing, radlo acting and performing.

2. To conduct classes in the study of analyais of contemporary plays,
noving plctures and radio programe.

3. To produce and present dramatic material sach as plays, review and
radlo programs, for the purpose of informing and educating the members of the
pudlic.

4, To conduct soctal affairs deemed to be for the benefit and intarest
of the members of this corporation.®

Through a most reliable tut very delicate source, information contalned
in a.report prepared hy Elizabeth Leach, organizer of the Northwest Section of the
Los Angeles County Comeunist Party Political Association, was odtained on Jamuary
16, 1945, from vhich the following is cuoted:

"To provide a center for professioral actors to experiment
with and dsvelop thelr acting technique, to vrovide a means
by which prefengional actors can render greatar war service;
and a school, '




"The laboratory bhas quitse an extsnsive camp show progras which
has nov expanded to include overseas units and hospital shows.

It 1s now presenting weekly a program of one act plays to finance
the war service program which have been very favorably reviewed

in the press, There are very serious weaknesses in relation to the
political content of the naterial presented by the laboratory.
(Tendencies toward estheticism, pessimism) and some of the
weaknestes of the group theater have been carried over since

many of the leadiny fdgures of the laboratory are from the
group,*

furniche @ names o e executive board mehbers of the Actors Laboratory as

of April 7, 1947, There were 19 names shown on this 1ist, Out of this nucber
1 hava r-ﬂnfd- of Commniast activities and memharshin The folleowines 10 indi-
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viduals have been previocusly identified in Section I of this memorandum as Com-
mnists where their Communist connections are set out:

Roman Bohnen Mary Tarcal

J. Edward Bromberg Lloyd Bridges
Larry Parks Phoets Brand

Art Smith Morris Carpovsky
Abraham 1. Poloneky Hy Kraft

Jack Bragin, also one of the executive board members is an attorney
whose practice is confined to the motion plcture field, According to a most reli-
able and very delicate source of information, he has alsc been identifled as a
Commnist,

* According tom thers are 11 members of the faculty of the
school of the Actore laboratory. these 11 members the actress Jacotina Caro
and actress Phoebe Brand are Commnists and their Communist Party affiliations
are set ocut in Section I of this memoranium,

The American Youth for Democracy

The American Youth for Democracy, a nationally known Communiat
youth movement, has recelved the support of many Communists and Communiat
sympathizers in the Follywood area. The American Touth for Democracy is a
successcer to the Young Communist League . Among those individuals in the
motion picture industry who have been active in the suprort of this zroup
are Fdvard Dmytryk, director, Ring Lardpner, Jr., writer, Dalton Truibo, writer,
Albert Maltz, writer, Sam Ornitx, writer and John Howsrd Lawsenm, writer, all
of wvhom are known to be Commnists, The Commnist Party affiliations of thase
individuals are set out in Section I,




Citizeny Committee for the Motion Picturs Striker

This organiszation, according to Confldential In.forn.nt-!u
sot vp for the purpose of aiding the strike in the motion picture Iindustry which
occurred in March of 1945. This strike developed as a result of a jurisdic-
tional dispute between the Conference of Studio Unions and the IATSE and was
discussed under the section headed “Confersnce of Studio Unions.’ He stated
that this Committee was undsr Commnist control and that it was made up of
individuals who were active in wuch Compunist front groups in Hollywood as
the Hollywood Writers Mobilization and the Hollywood Independent Citizena

{‘Mmi tias. na wall as the Screan 'Pit.?-' Guild. Knatn Comeruniat 'antv mdmherg
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according to were active in leading this Coomittes, They 1nc1uded Frank

Tuttle, Ed Dmytryk, and Mrs, Sadie Ornitz, wife of Sam QOrnitsz, formerly

a Coomunist Party functionary in Los Angeles, The Communist Party affillations
ttle, Dmytryk, and Sam Ornitz are set dubk in Section I of this memorandum.

“rala&a& that the entirs strength of the Communist Party was concentrated

e strike through this Committse. He stated that leaflets and bulletins

simmed by the Los Angeles County Communist Party and other Communist Party

branches were distributed freely by members of this group who engaged in

picket duty.

The National Cormittee to Win the Peace

Confidential Infoma.nt-ulatod that this organization came into
existence in Hollywood oa May 12, 1946, and was spongorsd by many individuais
who bave previously been affillated with thse Communist movement through variocus
.front organizations. In this connection, it should be pointed cut that the
National Conyittes to Win the Peace is known to have been pramulgated and sup—
ported by the Communiat Party, its press and supporters. The Los Angeles
meeting hald on May 12, 1946, reforred to above. was under the guldance of
Communist William Fomerance; Executive Secretary of the Scresn Writeris Guilg,
and Communist sympathizer Willie J. Hill, President of the People's BEducationmal
Ceater. The Cormunist infiltration and influence in thess two groups have been

discusced i tais seciion of the memorandume




The Hollywood Forum

The Hollywood Forum, according to Ini‘ox—-man‘_ was held under the
auspicos of the '"Daily People's Torld," Weat Coast C:Mt newspaper, This
group, devoted to the discussion of Communism or Communist propaganda, was under
the c¢ontrol of many Communists and Communist sympathizers affiliated with the
motion picture industry. Individuals who have been active in this group in-
clude Valdo Salt, Sam Ornita, John Howard Lawson, and Alvah Bessie, all of

whom have been identified as Communists. Their Communist Party affiliations

are set out in Section I of this memorandum.

In dugust of 1946 Confidential Infomanmrelated
that this organization was a recently formed “pub ela —Cype group
which had announced that its functions were to “see that liberal, progressive
cormentatqrs such as are listed as supporting the organization, are kept on
the air as an antidote to the radio prostitutes who put thelr personal well-
being above that of their fellow Americans...,." Among the persons listed as
supporting this group whc are directly or indirectly connected with the
Hollywood Film Industry are: Averill Berman, radio commentator who was a
member of the kxecutive Council of the Hollywood Independent Citizens Conmitiee
for the Arts, sciences, and Frofessions, and Peter DJelima, radio commentator
vhio has been connected with the irogressive Citizens of America as well as the
Hollywood ¥riters liobilization. All of these organizations mentioned above
have Leen iubiected to Communist infiltration or influence. Confidential

Informant eported that also listed as supporting this venture were bus-
.inessmen in Los Angeles, all of whom lean toward the Communist position.

Jestern Council for Progressive Lusiness, Labor and Agriculture

Confidential Informant as related that this is also a pressure-
type organization in the Hollywo ectio h cooperates with John Barnes
and Associates. This group, according to* is obviocusly a Commnist pressure
group because of the names given as supportlng it. Some of them are: Paul
Kobeson, Bartley C. Crum, and Rotert 'l. Kenny. The Communist affiliations of
Kenny and Robeson ars previously set out in this section of this memorandum,
Concerning Bartley C. Crum, the Washington Daily News for oeptember 4, 1946,
reflected that Crum was Vice-President of the American Commitiee for Sranish
freedom, a spousor of the American Youth for Democracy, an indtiating sponsor
of thie Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Frofessions,
and a Vice-President of the National Lawyers (uild. All of the abovs yroups
have been infiltrated or were under the influence of Communists or Cowmnist
aympathizers.




“The American-Russian Institute

Confidential Informant tated in isarch of this year that the
American-Russian Institute opened an office at 6607 Hollywood Boulevard. It
should be pointed out that the American-Russian Institute is a Soviet propaganda-
type organization which acts as a dissemination center for [lussian propaganda
in Hollywood. Alvah Bessie, writer, identified in Sect as a Comunist,
and Lewis llilestone, who has been reported by Informan s having been
a member of the Hollywood Democratic Committee, the Lea Anerican Triters
and the Hollywced Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and
Professions, have been affiliated with this organization. Additional informa-
tion concerning the American-Russian Institute is zlso set out in this summary
under the section captioned, "Soviet Activities in Hollywood,."

The Civil Rights Congress
e

The Civil Rights Congress is a national Coumunist front organization
formed as the result of the merger of the Kational TFederation for Constitutional
Liberties, International Labor Defense, and the kicinigan Civil kights Yedera-
tion. The International Labor Defense was an organization under the influence
of Communists snd Communist sympathizers, amd the other two above mentionad
organizations were declared subversive by the Atlorney General in that they
came within the purview of the Hatch Act. T[he Civil Rights Congress lizs been
active in smear-tyje activities directed at the Department of Justice and the
bureau. For example, the ".ilwaukee Journal®™ on Septenber 7, 1946, reflected
that a letter had been sent by the Milwaukee Chapter of the Civil Rights Con-
gress to the President of the United States, asking for the removal of Attorney
General Tom Clark and Director John Edgar Hoover for falling to bring tne
lynchers to justice. In addition, this organization has been very active in
fighting the Taft-iartley Labor Bill, defending the civil rights of Gerhardt
Eisler and denouncing all efforts to outlaw the Coamunist farty. This organi-
zation L.as received the support of such well known Communists in the motion
plicture industry as Ring Lardner, Jr., who has been carried as a mewmber of the
National Board of the Civil Rights Congress. .‘he Comuunist larty affiliations
of Ring Lardner, Jr., are set out in Section I of this memoranduf.

Southern Conference for jluman Jelfare

The Southern Conference for iuman ‘/elfare, a national Communist [ront
movement, whicih has been described by Earl Browder as a trunsmission belt used
by the Farty for the dissemination of its propaganda, received the support of
the motion picture industry, primarily through the efforts of llelvyn Douglas,
husband of Helen Gahagan Douglas, who has been affiliated with such groups as

)
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the Hollywood Democratic Committee in an exacutive capacity. This affllia-
tion of Melvyn Douglas is set out in the Jack Tennay Un—American Actlvities
report for the State of California to the 55th Califormia Legislature.
Infornant S reported during March of 1947 that Nelvyn Douglas acted as

the HollywB0d representative of this organization in a money~raising campaign.
He mailed out letters soliciting funds uxder his own signature,

e Natlo N ngre

The National Negro Congress is a naticnally known Communist front
organization under the control of Dr, Max Yergan, a lnown Communist, Thils
organization has been declared subversive by the Attorney Ceneral in that it
comes within the purview of the Hatch Act, The December 12, 1946 issus of
the lLos iAngeles Sentinel, Negro Newspaper, carried a 1list of the members of
the Executive Board of the los Angeles Chapter of the National Negro Congress.
Included among those listed was John Howard Lawson, Communist screen writer.

a Bus rican Cl

Informant s relatad that in August of 1944 this Club was
ereated in Hollywood wi e announced purpose of raising money for the peopls
of the Soviet Union through the Russian—Aimerican Soclaty for Medical Ald to
Russia, Included among the Coumunists who have supported this organization
is Frank Tuttle who has been identified in Sectlon I as a Comnunist, In addi-
tion, Lewis Milestone, previously identified in this section of the memorandunm,
together with others who have supported the Comnunist froat movement, supported
this organization,
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IV, COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN MOTION PICTURES

As a preface to this section, it should be pointed cut that 1t has not
been a function of this Bureau to review motion picture productions for political
content for it was not believed that the Eureauts representatives are experts
in this field nor was it Lelieved that censorship of motlon pictures was within
the purview of the activities of the Bureau., Our investigation of Communism
in Hollywood has for the most part been directed toward the investigation of
the individual Cormunists, Communist front organizations, Communist infiltration
of the labor groups and the general activities of the Communist Party in the
los Angeles area, However, in conjunction with our investigations, reports
have been received from Confidential Informants and other sources concerning
the tactics used by the Communists in their atiempt to influence motion pictures
and actual examples of Communist propaganda in motion picture films, This
data will be set out in this section,

»u

Background and Tactics Used by the Communists to Inject Communist
Propagamnda in the Motion Pictures

As has been pointed out in Section I of this memorandum, an article
ths Daily Worker for August 15, 1925, was written by “illy Muenzenberg,
the Cerman Communist propagancist, in which he quotes Vladimir Ilitch Lenin
as stating witnh regard to the motion picture;

"You must powerfully develop film production, taking especially

the proletarian kino (motion picture theatres) to the city masses,
in stil)l a nmch greater extent to the village. You must always
consider that of all the arts the motion picture is for us the most
important,n

likewise Muenzencerg quoted Gregory E, Zinoviev, the Chairman of the
Executive Commjittee of the Communist International in 1925, as stating:

"The motion picture in the possession of the bourgeoise is the
strongest means for the portrayal and befuddling of the masses,
In our hands, it can and must become a mighty weapon of Com-
munist propaganda ard further enlightenment of the widewt working
masses M .

With the preceding quotations set out to show the importance
placed upon the motion picture by leaders of the Communist International, it

4s readily understandable how in 1935 the top st 0 st
" party, UsA, according to Confidential Informant of the
los Angeles Oifice, set down instructions to th the Los

Angeles area to concentrate their activities on the motion picture industry,
specifically requesting that they concentrate on the so-called intellectua)
groups which are composed of directors, writers, actors and high-pald technicians,




According to - he Com Lj.st r has continued its program
of concentrating on the .mlter and direct :Ln the motion picture industry
for the purpose of injecting propaganda :Lnuo the motion pictures. Thesa
writers and directors are in a position in the creative field to determine
the content of the picture. The writer who creates a dialopue and the
director who interprets the same are in a position to influence political
fealing contuined in any given picture. For this reason, qnaa stated,
the political views and background of thae writer and director in the motion
pieture industry are utilized to the fullest extent by the Communist Party.
This has resulted in the infiltration of knowm Jomsmunists and fellow
travelers into tile writers’and directors’ groups.
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-ims related that Jorld ‘iar II pernitted those writers and
directors wio acted under Co.uunist guidance to insert sequences and episodes
into a picture in a wost clever manner. For this reason, he related, the
Com unist apparatus in the wotion picture industry has been most successful,
having placed in the majority of war picturcs thosg griters and directors

who were in sympatly with the cause of Comumnd sm. *stated that the

crowning achievement in tnis respect was the picture "ilssion to .oscow".
e ——

1as related thet tiis ricture raised suci a
controvers cwie wnited States iu was necessary thot the oo unisy
techniue be cnc.nf'ed. e related thnat the “ouwemnists then decided that the
Com.unist writers and directors must become ore subtle. lie stated u.1ey are
now content to insert a line, a sentence or a situation carrying the Coimnist

Party line into an Ouht.mse non-political picture, having found that this
method is more effective by reason of the fact that it does not appear to be
purposeful it just incidental. He related that this subtle method of getting
propaganda into the plctures was not restricted to war-type pictures or serious

Armama Ha gtata hat +ha Mammind ol macsaosn wae alen ranvarad 4n tha cAaecrnal lad
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"misicals",
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He also related the Comuunists, in influencing the production of
these pictures, do not only direct thelr efforts at injecting propaganda
inlo the pictures, tut also prevent all material that the ZFarty might con-
sider objectionable to its current program from appearing in picturcs. I%
has been reported that on several instsnces the Communist elemont has
actuully prevented the waking of certain pictures.

- N
Among the pictures of this type, according t was "Un=:le
Tom's Cabin", written froq the book Ly ilarriet Feecher SCowe., Production of
this picture was particularl, attacked by clements of the Cozmmnist Party due
to the fact that il was felt that the picture did not reflect a proper
attitude on the part of the negroes. 4&s a result of this presmre, this




plcture was withdrawn. Another picture, "The Life of Bidie i dkenbacker®
met similar pressure. The Comuunist Party oujected to him because of his
expressed political opinions regarding labor. Ile vwas labeled as a Fascist,
a hazi sympathizer, a reactionary and an isolationist. Pressure was said
to have been put on a number of film stars to refuse leadin:; roles in the
picture. It was also sald.that a number of writers were threatened causing
some of them to refuse to do the script. This again resulted in the picture
being withdrawn f{rom production, )

nns rel 2 [a)y
b are aware ol the Commn:st actlvltf frit.n:m bhe motlon
pPicture 1nJust-rv, had asscaulbled considerablc information satting forth the
purposes and aims of the Communists in connection with the productlon of
motion Dictures. Arong those who had done this weres James lcGuinness, and
Ayn Rand, streen writers; fobert Arthur, producer; krs. iobert Arthur and
worris Hyskind, free-lance screen writers as well as Lela Rogers, screen
writer and producer. There is set out hereinafter the purpose of the
Comrunists in Hollywood according to the inforiation assembled by this
group:

"The purpose of tile Jommunists in Follywood is not the production
of politi.al movies openly advocating Communism. Thelr ourpose
is to corrupt non-political movies by introducing small casual
bits of propacanda inte innocent stories and to make people absorb
the basic premises of Collectivism by indirection and implication.

- Few people would take Communism straight, but a constant stream of
hints, lines, touches, and suggestions battering the pulllic from the
screen will act like drops of water that split a i1ock if continued
lnnr' enouph. The rock that they are trying to split is Anericanism®.

This group has also prepared a list of some of the more comuon
devices used by the Jomunists to digseminate their provaganda. They includa
the smearing of the free enterprise sys\..em, the smcaring o.l' industrialist.s,
presenting of wealth as evil, presenting of success as evil, glorification of
failure, glorifying depravity, glorifying collectivism, saearing the independent
man and belittlin; of American political institutions.

In addition to the above, this proup has pointed out that it is the

Communist aim never to show the Soviet form of pfovernment or Joviet policies
‘in an unfavoralle light. Accordins to
m only 255 of a screen story ar

er to obtain the screen credits for writing the sereen play.
Consequently other writers, according Yo these sources, particularly Communists,

can work on a motion picture script and their ident..l.ty would not become publicly
known,




As an additional indication of the influence to which members of
the Screen "Titers Guild were subjected, the following quotation is beinyg
set out. This quotation was taken from the Hollywood lteporter dated
August 20, 1746, and is a statement made by John Howard Lawson at a "Party
Line Indoctrinat.ion Center® %o a young group of student actors.

njnless you portray any role given you in a manner to further the
Revolution and the Class ilar, you have no right to call yourself
an artist or an actor...You imst do this regardless of what the
script says or of what the director tells you. en 1f you are
nothing more than an extra, you can portray a soclety vonan in a
raner to i.ave her appear a villainess and a snob. And you can
portray a working glirl in such a way so as to riake her seem a
syspathetic victim of the capitalist system. It is your duty to
do thig at whatever studio you way find yourself employed.®

In addition to the foregoing data, it must also be pointed out that
the Communistst strategy and tactics included thes use of the AeaOpian la.nguage
to disseminate and propagate their Communist J.ueUJ.UgLES. In other words, the
Commnisis will use such words as Fascism or Democracy not in the same [ashion
as a truc American. e understand as the iweaning of Fascism, the type of
government under Pitler znd iussolini, whereas the Comrunists in using the
tera Fascism mean any political action or word which is contrary to the
Soviet wnion., When we refer to a democratic government, we mean a true
denocracy as we have in the United States today, whereas the Commnists in
using the terw dermocracy as applied to a forw of goverrment wean a govern-—
meént under the control of the State, free from capitalism and free enterprise
vhich can only be possible in the inion of Soviet Jocialist demublics. The
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use of this type of veiled propaganda utilized by the Cormum:..,ts may also be
injected into motion picture films by the Communists and ‘omunist sympathize:s
active in the writing and production of motion picture films.

Analysis of :otion Pictures Disclosing Com:unist Proparanda Therein

WAEEPZ{ OF T!E FLAEM

ileleased by ..etro-~ioldwyn-layer on February 5, 1943
Producer -- Victor 3aville
associate Producer -— Leon Gordon
Director -~ Grorge Culkor
Jereen Flay = Ionald Ogden Stewart
(Based upon a novel by T.A.R. fylie)
Cast -- 3Starring Spencer Tracgy and Katharine Heplurn



The author of the screen pl Tonald Opden St =
identified jidential Informant
‘ational functlonar ) 12 AIN1 5 s
a

as a tvonrunist. lon, Howard DeSllva, the actor, is a member of the
supporting case of this tilm and he has been identified as a Comwunist in
Section I. .

— s S

has been associated with Comunlst inspired or directed acuil ies

) oliywood area. m nade available a portion of the script
of this pictwre widch is . . tne opening scene. Christine is played
ly Katharine lepturn and 3teve by 3pencer Tracy. Immediately orcceding the
scenes devicted in this seript, Shristine was married to a successful doctor
but let him o to his death by driving into a washed-out bridge when she
could have prevented his deabth. Christine is atteupting to explain to Steve

wiryr sabha 1 e hav hitvehand - 24 hda danth o
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"3teve: I can believe in you so much that you can't thelp yourself.
Youfll have to be what I believe you are,

“Christine: (softly) I have been wantin; to tzliz to you sincae that
first night you came. I can [ight you no longer. (alter a
moricnt) I married a legend—a legend about a hero. I dida't
lmow that abt {irst. I worshipoed lobert. Perhaps to vorsihip
anyone is to destroy them. Everybody warshipped him—no, the
imaze of him, the image that had bean carefully Wilt up in
people's minds, deliberately built up I now belicve, uilt up
vith a tcrrible purpose. »hen I found out what that purpose
was I had to destroy the image. o, I had to destroy the zan
to save the image. Yes, that was it.

"Steve: .hat terrible purpose?

fChristines T didn't imow it was terrible once. You heard his
mother this alternoon.

WSteve: Mis .other is insane.
rChrristine: dut li.ober'f; wasn't, !le rcally telicved in [Gtler's new ov'deve.
"Steves .obert Forrcst! |
fChristine: He had come to despise the people who worshipped him--all

of us. (as yteve looks at her) Yes, me too. We were sll beneath

him. I didn't lknow what had happened. I suppose I was a bit like

-
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that myself. I believed in a few. Lsaders. Rulers. 4ind
then, as lobert Legan to change, I saw the face of Fascisa
in iy own home. Hatred. Arrogance. Ciuelty. I saw what
German womnen were facing. I saw the enewy.

nSteve: hobert Forrest.

nChristines On the porning of the accident, I stole his keys, came here
and opened this. (she moves to an enormous, specially-tuilt
filingy cabinet) This is what I found. (as she speaks, she throws
open the doors of the cabinet and wc see a well-ordered array of
drawers, cubby-holes, eic., containing papers, long lists of
alohabetically indicatei documents) Here is the hoy to iobert
Forrest's Fascist organiztion. (she presses a Wutton and a

canrat Arnmarn timie ant ) aOf coures
Jedl'ev Glawel Juiyo Ulvy wvi CCOUI'Se,

shey painted it red, white and blue and called it Americanisnm.

(she takes out an ominous unch of stocks and bonds) These are

the funds to see it through, (she hands a stack of unnegotiatle
honds to 3teve) a fantastic amount subscribed Ly a few men to whom
roney neant nothing any rore, tut @no wanted nolitical power and
Imew Lhey could never cet it by democratic means. (she tales a

card from an index) lere are their names. (3teve takes the card,
rlances at it, puts it in his vozket. Christine turns bzck Lo the
cabiret) Fut what really sickened e was th2 essence of their

plan. Herc are some articles -- (from a drawer she pulls out a
stack of typed manuscripts) all ready for release, to stir up the
little hatreds of the whole nation azainst each other. (she hands
Steve the first article) This is the cony of an articl: to Le used
in an anti-Se:dtic paper attackinz the Jews. (she hands Steve the
second article) This was to be used in the Farmers Gazette to stir
them up against the city dwellers. <{handing him another article)
Her:: is an article to stir up hatred against the Catholics..(she gives
him still another article) THh.s is anti-negro...(handing him another
article) This is against trade unions..(she zives 'du still another
page) This is a subtle appeal to the idu idux £lan.

thetr didntt call it Fazel sme=
ey didn't Cald 1L lrasclsnm

Steve exanines ecch of the papers as she ¢ives thot to idmn. e
goes bachk to the calinet and produces mre evideuce.

"Christines This ic an intercsting list of newspaper editors who had
either sousht pullic office in vain or h:d sourht to Jdictate who
would occupy office, and because itiey didn't succeed belicved
thet the pcople were a great, stupid beast.




(while Steve is glancing at this paper, she turns back

and runs her finger over the card index in a long drawer

as she speaks) These were men who served their country in

the last war but who were failures in busineas, who again
longed for the power of rank and the prestige of a uniform.
{she presses a bution, which opens a spring dcor in the
cabinet, She lifta out a small book) This contains the
names and addresses of the asn who were designated to be
Aperica's first storm troopers. (Steve's face hardens as he
takes the book and shoves it into his pocket grimly) But
what shocked me the most was the complete cymicism of the
plan! Each of these groups was merely to be used until its
usefulness was exhausted. Hates were to be played against
hates., When one group seemed to be getting too powerful, it
would be killed off with another group. And in the end all these
poor little dupes who never realized to what purpose they were
lending themselves would be in the same chains, cowed and en-
slaved, with Robert Forrest and his handful of power—-thirsty
henchmen cracking the whip,®

exampls of the nega
ctics used by the Communist writers in getting across the
Communist Party line, He stated that in this script the writer has, in a veiled
manner, attempted to make the audience believe that Fascism and Americanism are

S/NOTymous .
"THE MASTER RACENW

Producer -~ Robert Golden
Writer and Director = Herbert Biberman
Collaboratora with Biberman — Anne Froelich
Rowland Leigh
Cast included ~— Korzris Carnovsky
Lloyd Bridges

The Director and script writer, Herbert Biberman, ia identified
in Section I, of this memorsndum, as a Communist, Anne Froelich, who collaborated
with Biberman, is also identified in Section I of this memorandum as a Communist.
Actors Lloyd Bridges and Morris Carnoveky have also been identified by most
reliable and very delicate sources as Comamunists and their Communist connections
are set out in Section I,




This picture was reviewed on February 14, 1345, Wy tlree Agents
of the los Angeles Off{ce who were well schooled in Communi st investigations
and Communi st Party propaganda. After reviewing this plcture, they inde-
pendently wrote reviews setting forth their opinions as to the Communist pro-
aganda set out in the picture. A sumiary of their opinions is set out
wlowo

In the first instance, the character, Colonel Von Beck, the
German underground leader, was creatad and depicted as possessing all of
the detested qualities attributed to the German race. The kajor Phillip
Carson, the Auerican Army officer in charge of the liberated town of Kolar

was depicted as a man and officer of very mediocre abilities. The British
officer, Captain Forsythe, was depicted as being far below Jajor Carson in
abllities and radiated wealness in all of his activities, whereas Lt. Andrel
Krestov of the Russian Aruy was depicted as a superuan in physical appearance
and at:ilit;(. He vas shown as possessmg abilit.y to perform any type of task
assigned to him and as being a real lsader. 4 second example which appeared o
contain propaganda was a series of scenes intended to give the impression that
religlous freedom exists in Rssia. One of the scenes reflected that the young
German officer was surmised to learn that religion was permitted in Russia.

Je aneared to be haunted by the vision of haV:Lng thrown a hand grenade upon
the altar of a church in the Ukraine. Thc rain thewe of the story was to
establish unity of the United Yations in war and peace, which, of course, was
the Communist Political Association line at the time this pict.ure was pro-
diced. This is a pralseworthy theme, but it has particular significance when
it is realized that the writer, Biberman, is a former active leader ol the
American Peace uWobilization in lollywood and later, with the change in Soviet
policy, called for all out unity.

"MORTH STARM

Reloased by RKD Pictures, Inc. on October 13, 1943
Producer -— Samiel Goldwyn

Associate Producer — ltilliam Cameron .enzles
Director —- Lewis Milestone

Author — Iillian Hellman

Screen play =-- Iillian Hellman
Jast: Starring — Anne Baxter Dana Andrews walter iouston
"~ lalter Drennan inn larding Jane <ithers

o T

The author and writer of screen play for tols production, Lillian
Hellnan, has been identified wmconridmual Informant of the
. Yew York Office, as a Commnist. on, wonfidential Infomtnt?-
of the Los Angeles Office has reported thst Hellasn is
g Gommunist who has associated exclusively with imown Commund sts and
Commniast sympathizers for the past 20 years.

o Ty
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Lewis .ilestone, the Director, according to
has associated with known Comimunists and Corumnist gy..potrlzers.

Also, in the supporting cast is Ruth Lelson, ad:ress, who is identi-
fied in section I as a Counmunist.

In conjunction with this picture, it should be pointed out that
Goldie Arthur, the ex-secretary of Samel Goldwyn, well-known motion picture
producern, and presently the wife of iobert Arthur, Universal Studios' producer,
indicated tnat she wus closely associated with the detzil involved in the
production of thils picture. S5he related that Samuel Joldsym had att.mpted to
delete ruch of Lhe oLvious proparznda which was ori-inzl 'y injected into this
film. llovever, he was unable to take 2ll of it »ut. This soires raocusd
. hin addition to the pgiving of a fictitious picture of tne situation in

n‘ass:.a, t.he film portrayed the idea that collective farming was the only

...... el e
Successiua w

by

"PIEDE OF TUE JAUINZ3®

Released by ..arner Drothers on avewusl 7, 1043
Producer -- Jdergy «ald
Jircctor — Delmar Davsas
author == doger [utterfiela
Screen play == AlbLert .altz
Adaptavion == larvin Eorowsky
Cast: oStarrin~ -- John Jarfield
“leanor Parker

Albert waltz, writer of the screen play has been identified in
suction I as a Joamnist. In addition, Joln Gariield, leading actor in thae
mtion picture, has been identified as a vommunist.

According to Jack . offitt, wno wrote a
revien of thisg fil» in oviood levier of Seotenber 10, 1945, is zlert
to the ‘ormunist tactics in the ..otion pictures and aidtied tils viciure witich
was entertaining and well done, had Communisi propagenda irjected into it by
the author. The folloiin: gquotation is talien frow [of[itt's article:

"Unfortunstely, tihec soap box hasn't been coupletely climinsted.
In onc sejicnee .'r. Saves anl ir, i.al%z have dragred the old Farty
Line into their love story about as tracefully as if they were




lugging a dead bear up a flight of stairs into a boudeir. They say
everything they can think of to provoke douhbts concerning repre-

. Pimnmr ambarrdos cyochkoam wmnlnavaraea are

sentative govemmmt and the {res enterprisg sysienm, ampigyers ar
accused of everything from racial mrejudice to a conspiracy to
seuttle the G.I, Bill of luights. Tne screen should bz used as a
forum for public discussion. But there is a great Jeal of difference
between ivnest argument and biased propaganda. There should be, as
Justice Qliver Tendell Holmes once put ii, ¥i4 {ree trade in ideas’

50 that the public can choose what is best in 'the competition of the
open marxet?., That is the theory behind the Awerican constitut ion.
In Lhe scene I refer to, ramy accusations are hurled which the other
side zets no chance to answer. It represents, not a discussion, tut
a wonopoly of ideas."

VSOHG TO HELILBEM

Released by olumtia Pictures, Inc., Jamary 8, 145
Producer — lLouis F. Edelman
Director =-- vharles Vidor N
Author =- Zrnst warisciika
sereen Flay = Jidney Ducinian
sasts Starring =-- Paul .uni

lierle Oberon

Correl. #ilde

The author of the screen play, Sidney Buchman, a well-known screen
n i i A in 3 i 1S Jeoradun a Co:ymunist.

picture, "Son: to Remewber"s

"This motion picture represents a subtle completec distortion

of historical facts, It deals iiith the life of Chopin. Chopin
escapes fro.a Poland and works In the underground a2inst i ssia
during the revolationzry peried in 1¢17. He further fleess to
Paris where he Lecomes acqualnted with a rich woman zho feels
sorry for him hecause e is poor and ill, She takes him in and
encourages ldm to study and compose uusic so that he nay nmake
something of himselfl and 7aln material wealth., Chopin's {riends
from Poland contact him and as' him to stop his worii of composing
and go on a tour and collect money which is to bLe donated to the

people for the people’s causes. They accuse him of being selfish.




"The rich woman who befriended Chopin is pictured as very evil,

The pictura deala much with the individual rights aa against the
richts of the masses, Chopin is convinced he must go to work for
the people so he gives up his desire to carry on his work from
Paris and goes on a tour whore he becomes more ill and finally dies,

"{he chief propaganda in addition to the above is that the man has

no rights for hiwself but should live for the people and particularly
persons of prominence like Chopin should even give his life for the
masses 80 as to lead inspiration for them instead of gaining fame or
glory for himself,™

According to“omrly associnted with RKO Studios who
is an independent wiriter an oducer, ur ' Rubinstein, the well-known pianist
was known to have protested to larry Cohen, head of Columbia Pictures due to the
fact that the production distorted the fact. Cohen inlormed Rubinstein that very

few of the American people would know the difference and he thought the picture
would make money.

"IUE BEST YZARS OF OUR LIVZS®

Released by Samuel CGoldwyn through REO Pictures, Ine, On
December 25, 1946
Prouucer -= Samusl Goldwyn
Director -- William Wyler
Screen play -- Robert Sherwood
(From the novel Glory for is by Mackinlay Kentor)
Cast: Starring -- Myrna Loy

) -
Fredsrice March

Dana Andrews

According to _tho writer ot this screcn play,
although not known to be definitcly a Communist, was one who associated with thea

and frequently gave them aid and comfort. It was pointed ocut by these inuividuals
that this was a good example of a picture in which the screen credits did not re-
flect any outstanding or well-inown Commmunists aa associated with the production
of the picture but it was believed by these inuividuals that the script vas
"dressed” by Communist writers who did not receive screen credits. Accordins to

one some of the work as a
to be a Conmunist,

s scripts Koch is believed by

o3 Mgt




Frederio March, one of the starring actors in this play, has been

identified by Contidential Informant a Communist,

Roman Bohnen and Howland Chamberlain, both of whom are identified

ction I of thia memorandum as Communists. were included in the supportin

e n I of this memorendum as Communista; were included in suppe g

n

ﬂlb-“

8
ast,

The publication "Plnin Talk,™ in the April, 1947, issue, carried an
article written by Villiam iarkham in which Markham pointed out that this
picture cqutained Communiat propaganda which was subtly injected into the
film, It was referred to as a masterpiece of "subversive half-truth,”

—111 SCuss 1€ ure, e Zes ears r Ll e

oortrayad the upper class in a bad light, tl’e recclled that the banker
was portrayed as a mean, avaricious individual, One scene which iiscussed
as illustrating his voint occurred when Frederic Larch weat to see his boss, the
banker, to tell tho latter that he, March, had made a loan to a GI. Once lLarch
turned away, the banker's face changed and he registered disapproval of the former's
action, This tended tn show the banker as a mean individual, In the picture,
according tﬂ Yarch attacked the banker at a public meeting which tends
to give the audiencé the impression that bankers as a class are evil,
related that other unnecessary "stuff" was also put in.

William I, Fostor, national leader of the Communist Party, USA, held a
meeting on September 10, 1947, in a Los Angeles Hotel with Calii'ornia Stote Secre=
tary viilliam Schneiderman and Los Angeles County Communist Party Chaimaen Ned
Sparks, Agents of the Los Anreles Office who were in an adjoining roam overhcard
Foster, in speaiking of current motion picture productions, state with regard to
the motion picture "The Best Years of Cur Lives," "That was real stuff.," He re-
farred to this picture ns well as "The Farmer's Dauzhter™ and "Crossfire," which
are also discussed in this Section, by stntmg, "T.my cre standing them on their

,,,,,

oars.” Foster indicated that all three of these p:.ctures viere very fine prouuctionde

"IT*S A ..OKDZRFUL LIFE"

Reloased by HEOQ Piotures, Inc, on December 13, 1948,
Proauoer == Frank Caprs

Director = Frank Capra

Screen play -~ Frances Goodrick. Albert Hackett, Frank Capra

[ = [ W Ry

Casti Starring == Jamss Stewart
Donna Reed
Lionel Barrymore

159




Monording ta Inf mantg_ in tht s picture the

5’

screen cred;.t':'s-;:a.;nvi‘ 11 to reflot e . s'upport given to the screen
writers. According to the writers Frances Coodrick and Albert
Hackett were very close nown Commnists and on one occasion in the recent

past while these two writers were doing a picture for setro-Goliwym-ilayer,
Goodrick and Hackett practically lived with knowmn &mminists and wers ob-
served eating luncheon daily with such Cowmunists as Lester Cole, screen
writer, and Earl Robinson, screen writer. PEoth of these individuals are
identified in Section I of this memorandum as Comminists.

- 2 TN
Fth regard to the picture, "It's A wonderful Life", m
*tated in substance that the film rcpresented a rzther odbvious atle:
' scredit bankers by casting lionel Barrymore as a "scrooge-type" so that
he would be the most hated :aan in the picture. Tiis, according to these
- sources; 15 a common trick used by Commnists.

In addition”stated that, in his opinion, this
plcture deliberately » he e upper class, atbenptinz to show the people
who had money were nean and despicable characters. -related that 1
he had made this picture portraying the banker, he Woull nava shown this
individual to have been following the rules as laid down Yy the 3tate lank
Examiners in connsction ith makinz loans. Further, stated that the scene
wouldn't have "sufflered at all" inm portraymg the ban¥er as a man who was pro=-
tecting funds put in his care by private individuals and adhering to the rules
governing the loan of that money rather than portraying the part as it was shown.
In summary, statéd that it was not necessary to mal.e the bani.er such a
hean characteir and "I would never have done it that way".

- alViasAd that a mvrveavdim n+a11.r T8 vrasamne +ha ~dAabown amdd
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"The Letter" was made in russia and was later shown in this country. He recalled

that in this ussian picture, an individual who had lost his self-respect as well

as that of his friends and nei:hbors because of drunkeness, was given one last

chance to redeesm hinmself by going to the bank to get some money to pay off a

debt. The old man was a sympathetic character and was so pleased ab s op~

nortunity that he ras extremely nervous, inferring he nd . ht lose the letter

of credit or the woney itself. In sumsary, the old man .iade the joumey of

several days duration to the bank and back with no mishap until he fell

asleep on the hoveward journey because of his deterzination to succeed. On

tols occasion the pachaze of money dropped out of his pockst. Upon arriving

home, the old can was so chagrined he hung hingell. The next day sob

returned the package of money to his wife saying it had Leen found.
drns a parallel of this scene and that of the pict.un previ:msly discussed,

.snvvu.ug Dlldh I-UU uas u-thllﬁJ..L W'IU !J.LHJEU uie ,Jaru 01 Dnﬂ m w-‘smg bllﬂ Hlullw ll'l
the Capra picture suffered the same consequences as the nan ih the Russian
picture in that iitchell was too old a man to go out and make money to pay off
his debt to the banker.
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#THE FALEA'S DAUGHTSL®

Released by 0 Picturus, Inc., on .ay 6, 1347
3tarrinzs Loretta Young
Joseph Cotien

Ethel Barrymore
q‘an independent writer and producer, previously referred
o in this section of the memorandum, related that the Jowmnist propagenda in
iis s oubtedl condoned by Dore 3chary, producer, who:
itas had numerous arguuaents concerr
r whic . oohary, according to instructed at
the Peoole s E.lucat onal Center, a Communist inilue o previously dis-
cusSed in this mesorandum. According to Informuant Schary has been a

e T - S s Wmsalsniss

close follqyer of the Uommunist Farty line for a colPrer.ble mmber of years.
In referring to the picture, stated in substaice th.t it was an
obvious attempt to belitile wongressional forn of jovernment in this

country. :

4illiam Loorin;;, in an article entitled "From the oliyvood Jels"
avnearin;: in the ffabion:zl ratiolic sonihly . .azaz 'he iscue of au ugt, 1.47,
st.ated vith roparad Lo the "'.Lchr "The Farier's Gaa hLber", the underlying
effect of the silic, viewed as onu of the steady diets of cuch biings, is to Lirow
mud st the political tactions inown to oppose Commitzu, anu ifartaneruore, at
the sae time vithout nadng the "Prosressive" Party whose politics it upholds.
It leaves with us Lhe thousht that only those whe, like the larmer's dauchter,
believe in the naturalization of the banidng syslew and other fumdliar tenets of
Coamnisa, are honest or humanitarian.

— in referring to this pictur:, advised that he did
not believe it contiined any direct Communist ideolo e 7@ stated it eiposed

the crooked dealings of the usper class in politics and that it showed tne

comlets control bty political methd {5 of a wealthy facdl, i a comunity.
#oatcd theb it wus b pered however, angd that this faadly was not
3.mM as a vicious one,

Moo LuEn

d-leased Uy 20 Pictures, Ins., Jung, 1947
Produger — Adrian 5cott
Hrector =- "l«-r-nr'r-i bl

e & W W A LAy Va g s

Sereen play -- John Paxfon
. (adopted [rom novel "The Nrick Foxhole")
Starvings .overt Young




The producer of this picture is Adrian 3cott and the Diractor Edward
Dmytryk, Loth of whom are identified in Section I of this worandum as Somunist

accorting Lo Iufommonts thig glcture is a
good exaiple in ~uich the racisl ang a3 Leen - e.pitasizeds In a repost
nrepared Ly the Southern iialifornia u.ouon ncr.urn Council, Inc., vhich is a
rnown non-comnmercial, non-political, and run-sectarian group of organizations

wiich furnish representatlves to review .mbtion pictures as they sre released
and make certain reco.mendations, the follo-in; information is disclosed con-
cerning "Crossfire":

"Phis plecture is ncar treasonable in its ivplicalions wid seuadr,

e lorts tu 2rouwse race and relijlous “ztred, throush nis-leading
acrusatio:ns; the use ol a dranken, mal-adjusted seldier to tyoifly

our coura:eaus service men and the use of wdnority groups to arouse
susplcmn end sympathy, %his country was founded for relijious

fresdom and has ever been the hzven of sacurity for thecoppress

and persecuted of all nations. iiere Lihcy jwve iound peace, security

and ’“x'<3'=per'1.t.,,r under Just and equxtahl\. lavs. ;m:,.' effert to arouvse cluss

¢INinLCiouGiiess O anca: SOl LS is un=A.dericuan; aworal 1,, UDSoUIny a8 peit-
version of fzcts anu a sexdn_ elfort o crezte ernicilous propaZanda
ajainst univy and peace. It could hav: bean a _r.ab voture, had *

messaze of love insteal ol liate bean consumiated bal it ndiss2d tre uark,
because one :roup was presented as intollerant, cruel snd .urderous,
when 21l classes involved were to blame. The technical qualities are
excellent. The photography is unusual. The openin_ scenes and rusic,
which was impressive throughout, create an atmosphere of inpending
decm. The story, a complex murder mystery, involves four service uen,
Keeley, icnipouery, !itchell, Floyd and Samels, a Jew. The picture

is socially and norzlly unsound and camot be comended for any
audience.”

wrs,. Jilliaw A. "urk, President of this or anization, s’c.ate" that in
thiz pict_.:_re one race is pl 'ar'.:d a:ainst another. ing asviced with
repard to this nicture that certain of the speccaal o oy e petora nare
chanced on the set and Jdid tob sbww up in the seript. .mchf:Lu.ally, he stztcd
th:b a speeeh nzde Ly tobert Youny in whiczi: he stated, "Jews have been dlled,

Catholics hava bgao l’illc.a 1that i.; the nistorr of \.11c' " oosas aliazred on

the set by the ad cal

’
n A" $ha 1Taatk nhra asa lll—'l-u.! ig 1M b H
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It 1. of interest to nolnd out that Lie J0 munist nguspapr, Lhe
Daily .orker for fu_ust 31, 1247, in tiw colum cntitled "l'he ~ovics" by
Marold J. Salemson, inai cates that the Dail- ..or:\.; has tzken the stand tiet
the picture "Grossfire? is "a fine document againz® intolcrances...It secms
to us thut the unconscious and semi-conscious anti-semitics are reacting very
violently. The film LUST be hitting its .wrk...®




“EBRUTE FORCZ®

Released by United Artists, July, 1947
Prodncer =- lark Hellinger
Director = Jules Dassin
Screen play — Richard DRBrooks
Starring: Furt Lancaster
‘ Hime Cronyn
Charles Dickford

The d::.recto of this production, Jules Dassin, has been identified

ction I of this memorandum.
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1ife sagazine dated Aumust 11, 1947, in reviewing this picture
pointed out thut .tt was a picture with some good acting in it. ut "less
pra.lsewortrw is & turn about moral code widch portrajs eath representative

& . R B Ry s It ot~y A rwmarrd dar wrfad T n11 +tha T a
(s 3} -Ld" mu U‘um “wav d-‘.l Il UGDU lll.aw g U& UWFLG‘LUJ’ ﬂlll—&ﬁp wiig *ﬂ"

breakers seem like real nice fellows", 4 review made by the California
Consress of Parents and Teachers of Los Angeles, Cflifornia, in the publica-
tion "unkiased Opinions® reflected the following iniorination conceming the
film.

"The characters portraying the officers are as follows: the
Captain of the guard is a litler type; the warden is a weaxling
holding on for retiresent; the prlson doctor is a huuanitarian
who can endure the suffering he sees only by using drink as a
narcotic.n

The review in this periodical Wby the Califormia Federation of
Business and Professional Clubs, states in part as follows:

nSoclally, it is instdlous for sympathy, (it) is directed toward
crininals while officers pledged to uphold the law are presented
as cruel, vicious, and sadistic.®

N B $3ZzZ0909090 ] a confidential source of the Los angeles Oifica who

Dassin intended shoving ne
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HLISSION TO 0sCoy™

Released by warner Drothers, Lay, 1943
Producer — [obert I, Duchner
Dechnical Director: Jay Leyda

Screen rlay - Ersiine Caldwell
Author -- Joseph E. Davies

miission to koscow", a ‘famer Brothers rzleamof lay, 1943, vas
produced by :obert M. Duclnmer. Tuclner was a former correspondent in lLoscom
of the "London Daily wail®. 4ccording to he selected J. Leyda to act
as technical director for the picture. a nad been in Joscow at the same
time as Luclner where he hal been connected with tre 2urezu of Revolutionary
Writers of the Sovict Lotion Picture Industry. Leyda is identified in Section I
of tis memorandum as a Communist. He was also active in the leacue of
Anerican ariters, a Communist front group.

-has related that the actual writer of the screen play ".ission
to loscoimwas Ersidne Caldwell. Caldwell has heen a mamber of the Leatue

of Arnerican writers for iamy [ rars. He zlso .asde severz] trips to the Soviet
Union. At onc time, he was assoclate editor of "3oviet Hussia Today", a

Sovizt propazenia publication. Prior to Aa~ust, 1937, he uas in favor of a
collective security. Durin:; Une lite of tue idtler-stclin “on-Aigression Pact,
he supported the progran of the 4.erican i’eace .obilization an-l op=nly opposed
Lend-Lease and 3elective oService. After June 22, 1941, which was the date that
the Sovizt Union was invaded by the hazis, he called for all-out aid to Pritain,
Soviet Russia and China.

The picture, "dission to Loscow" 1s based upon the book, "“idssion to
Moscow" written by former VUnited States Ambassador to Hussia, Joseph Z. DAvies.
The pro-joviet propasandas disseminated through this pictuvr: was 32 otvious
that it was criticized Ly numerous newspapers on these grounds. Informant
elated the plcture caused a controversy which resulted in
e 5t rarty's changing its tecnique of inserting Nosmanist propaganda
into .iotion pictures.

MCAS3 TILTEALAIEY -
Jritten by —= Donald O;den Stewart

Ponald Ocden 3tewart haa been identified by Conlidemtial Informant
£ the Mew York Office as a Communist. According to Informant
) Stewart has been affiliated with the Communist element in the




N,

motion picture industry for many years. qmlated that the captioned.
film is an example of distortion of facts. Te related that the script deals vith
the M"country club set" attempting to get government war comtracts. Consideratle
effort on the behalf of this group was expended to maneuver Judge Timberlane out
of towm as he is represented as being an honest judge, the inference being that
there are dishonest judges and this one was an exception. related
that furthermore this judre was pictured as a State judge ity a

judge dealin; with war contract cases should have been a Federal judge. Also this
Judge would have disqialified himself in connection with the trial in question.

According to* this picture, which has not as yet been
released, is to be umade avallabiz to the ouhlic In the immediate luture,

"BUCK PRIVATES COLE HOME™

[

Screen play ~- Frederick Rinaldo
Starring — Bud Abbott

: Lou Costello

The screen writer, Fredarick iinaldo, has been identified in
Section I of this .eiprandum ns a current member of the Cowmnist Party
in the Los Angeles area.

According toP in the picture "Buck frivates Come Home",
one scene portrays a party given for a General in the Army whereas intermingling
scenes discleose an enlisted man on KP duty malking the audience unnecessarily
class conscious. In othar scenes he depicts an enlisted soldier wio remarks

he is unable to 0 to the nurses quarters and makes the statement that enlisted
man cannot zo out ith officers, the nurse in this case being an officer.

®"TILS OF YOUR LIFG®
Screen play -- William Saroyan
Producer -- James Cagney

This plicture is cited as an exaiple of the rejection of anti-
Commnist proparanda, which was displayed at a session of the Arts, Sciences
and Professions Zonference of the Progressive Citizens of America held on
thought control at the Beverlgy Hills Hotel on July 12, 1947. This mesting
was attended by an Acent of the Los Anpeles Office who related that the
session was dominated by lnown Conrunists with the ke -note address ziven
bty John Howard Lawson, Comounist screen writer identified in Section I.




gt speaker at this meoting was Paul Draper, a wall-imown dancer, who
sed the captioned production. Draper stated that while rcadin; the
soript he noted that it was to depict a play during the lif'e of the HAitler
regime and that his script required him to say a line which ridiculed jlitler
and had the effect of calling ditler the most serious menace of tho day,
Draper stated ho realized that the comment concerning liitler could have

beon written in Hitler's time and realized that the script should be revised,
He related he asked the director, whose name he did not give, as to what line
should be substituted for this line concerning Hitler, The director told
Draper to substitute the name of Stalin for Fitler. Draper indicated that
he realized the siznificance of such a statement and said he could not say
such & line in the movie, Ne then commented to the audience that he had a
great amvition to dance in the Joviet Union and the Balkans at some future

date,
““BoDY AND SOUL"
Released by Enterprise Productions

Producer == R, B. Roberts
Director == Robert Rossen
Screen Play == Abraham Polonsky
Cast: Starring =~ John Garfleld
Lili Palmer
Anne Revere

The director, Robsrt Hossen, has been identified as a member of the

Commnist Party in los Angeles, His Communist connectlons are set ocut in

Section I of this memorandum, The screen writer, Abraham Polonsky, has also
been identifiod as a Comnuniat and his Commmunist commections are set out
in Section I,

The cast includes John Garfield, who has been identilied by Confidential
Informant as a Commnist, and Anne Revero, who also has been
identified e Communist and her Communist connections are set out in Scetiof I
of this memorandum, ‘

- T

who reviewed the picture "Body and Soul," stated
that it Weprse fight racket and as far as Comunist propaganda
is concerned, he did not believe it was "as hot az othera™ he had seen, He
related, "It portrays the rich and successful man in a bad light and the fineat
character of them all is a colored fighter."™ The colored fighter is mancpged by
e dishonost promoter and is mansuvered into a position where he fightes & bout
with a clot on his brain and is killed., The manager, acoording uw
"inows it will kill him and in the ploture uses the line 'so what, 8 business,'®
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In bribing verious fighters,

e mann cmfhamaa S8 AN Ao

related, the white man takes the
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a fine light, which, according o is the principal form of propaganda
in this picture, The negre fightifg e injured knowing that he is injured
and his manager knoving that it meay bLe his death as well as the negro refusing
a bribe while the white man accepts it shows the negro as a noble character and
sympathetio character while the successful promoter is shown as an unscrupulous,
dishoncst, heartless individual,

l'
a

WANOTHER PART OF THE FOREST"
Presontly in production at Universal-International Studlos

Producer -- Jerry Dresler

“Director -= Milliam Gordon

Screen Play == Lillian Hellman

Screen Adaptation -- Vladimir Pozner

Cast: Starring -- Frederie larch
Florence Eldridge

The screen play of the above picture was written by Lillian Hellman,
w! 3 described as a Commmist, In addition, the cast stars Frederic
Var orsnce Eldridge, March's wife, -has also identified March and
his wife as Commmists,

With regard to Lillian Hellman, Confidential Informant F

P of the los Angeles Office in 1944 stated that she was a high= ing
ommunist who had asscciated exclusively with known Communists and Commmunist
front organitations for at least twenty years, In this connection, it should be
pointed out that Informnt-il a former member of the Commmnist Party in
Los Angeles,

According tomt}:u story deals with "the moat dogenerate
characters I know," He relate at the story has to do with a Southern family
living in a period immediately following the Civil Var, The fathsr has made con=
siderable money by profiteering during the war which has resultod in continuous
squnbblal over money betwsen him and his family. lated that the story
3 __ % _ P W Ld e _.._.l 2 mand e cdeemure T

deals with tho reconstruotion period and portrays Liv oouthern aristoc
a degenorate and ignorant class,
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"This script as a whole, in story, thome, intention, and implication,
is most certainly provaganda for Commnism - or, more specifically, it is
vicious propaganda against the capitelist system.

"The story presents a family of monsters in a small Southern town in
the year 1880, All the members of the family are unspeakably depraved
(except the mother, who is insane) and indulge in every possible kind of
villainy, including incest. They are shown in a manner which implles that
they represent & rising new social class - the businessmen, .

"The sole motive of the family is greed for money. The father pot
his start by alleged 'profiteering' during the Civil iar and by betraying
Confederate soldiers to the Union Army for o financial reward, .(He led
Urnion soldiers to a Confederate camp, with the result that 27 younpg Con-
federates were sloughtered in their sleep - not a very flattering incident
for she Union Army, incidentally,) :

"The father, the two sons and the daughtor now spend all their time
lyinz, cheatinp, double=-crossing, blackmailing one another and everybedy -
in order to ret money. The pursuit of money is mede to appear evil and
sickening = and the audience is left with the impression that money can
be obtained only by such methods, that these are the only kind of people
who cen become rich, This is not said explieitly, but it is imolied very
forcefully = because there is not one line of dinlovue, not a single
reference to any honest method of acquiring wealth, The [ubbards are
not presented as a freak family of scoundrels, They are presented, by
implication, as the rich, :

"All the other characters of the story, everybody in the town where
the action takes place, are poor, ruined by the Civil tlar. The Hubbards
are the only rich in the midst of general devastation., If there are any
other ldnd of rich people in the town, the story never mentions them,

"Mhere is not 2 single 'good' or actually sympathetic character
in the whole story, As sole contrast to the [lubbards, there are only some
ruined Southern aristocrats, who are futile, nelpless and stupid -~ such
as the stuffy John Bagtry and the half-witted Birdie, These are presented
as the only honest people and are placed in tie position of ‘sympathetic!
characters = yet hers is what they stand for:

"Pees 101-102:

BIRDIE

tJohn wants to go to Brazil right now.
The radical people down there are trying to
abolish slavery, Mr, Hubbard, and ruin the
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"tcountry. The planters have been looking
for Confederate officers so John will be
able to fight again for his ideals,’

HARCUS
tThy don't you choose the other sidet?
Every man needs to win once in his 1life,*

JOHN
'I don't liko that way of saying it. I
fight for a way of lifa,!

"lero it is clearly driven home that John is not just a charactor
in a story, but the reprosentative of a 'way of 1ife.! The only
recpresentative of the other, new 'way of life' which has defeated him,

thae ramvoasarntkatltive Af +tha asmitalistkin Wardh ne nnn1nu+ +ha fandal
WIS LPPTesOnNTavive OL LAY CRPLWRAIGLIC HOTWG 48 GgA1NsLT WS ivulia

South, the accomplice of the Unionm Army - is lLarcus Hubbard (and his
vicious children). No, lMarcus is not just a villain - he ias the symbol
of the new economic order, This is siressed expliclitly on page 102,
whera Yarcus says to John:

VARCUS
vTell, I disapprove of you. Your people
deserved to lose thieir war and their
world, It was a backward world, getting
in the way of history. Appalling that
you still don't realize it,!

"The political message of the picture is certainly appalling., It
tells people, in effeot, that the course of American history ccansisted
of a slave system which vas replaced by something still worse, by the
rise of capitalism - as exemplified by Larcus [lubbard, America had
nothing to offer = except a choice betwesn the 'ideals® of John Bagtiry
and the modern world of the Hubbarda,

"This is not leflt merely to implication, It is stressed in &
conversation between the two subhuman iflubbard sons, when Bon, the oldest,
takes over his father's rortune through blacimail and looka forward to
e brillient financial future for himself,

"Pasas 155-1563

BEN
Bir thines daine al) avar tha countrv,
<8 "“""b' oLy &2. oVRr Te counirys
Railroads across, oll, coal,?
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"OSCAR
(Eagerly)
'Think we got a chance to be big rich, Benl?
Fen smilea,

"Hore you have the filthy, contemptible implication that the
macnificent progress of American industry in the last 19th century, the
great spurt of productive energy unecqualled in history, the ‘railroads,
0il and cosl' were oreated by or for the profit of men such as Ben and

Oscarl

o eamdanalew L Y1)
turs sericusly, they would go out

"I the sudienmcs took this pic e
of the theater and murder the first person wearing a mink coat, The only
thing to prevent this, will not be the authora' intention, but the lurid

preposterousness of the story. The nondiscriminating, however, will leave
the theater with a good charge of hatred and indigna.ion against the rich,

the businessmon and the Amarican system as a Whole,
"On pape 119, Marcus Hubbard describes his past as follows:

HARCUS
'At nine years old I was cerrying water
for two bits a week, I took the iirst
dollar I ever had and wont to the paying
library to buy a card, At fourteen I

was driving mulez sll day ang most of the

night. But that was the year I learned
ny Greek, read my classics, taught myself -~!

"This is a fairly subtle point, and the audience might safecly miss
it, but this passage is a parody on the life story of & self-made man. If
arcus Hubbard were intended to be taken as a plain criminal, he would have
been shown spending his youth in reform schools or indulging in petty
larcenies, DBut no, he is given the standard blogrephyof a hard-working,
amvitious self-made man, Only Comminists would sneer at and discredit the
Kind of effort Hubbard clains to have made in order to rise and educate himself.

"On page 44, Hubbardfs wife explains how he unde his money
during the Civil ar:

LAVINIA
'Pecple wore dying tor salt, and I thought
it would be a kindness to run the olockade
and bring it to them,,..Only I didn't

AL s Lo L. L ot lom alabd 2l TYama - o
think he would be asking sight dollars & bag fov

it = a tiny little one pound bag, Uacing money
out of other people's miseryl!?

"lost people are quite confused on what constitutes war nrofiteering -
80 it is a standard Comnmunist pﬁrc“hco to denounce legitimmte capitaiist .




"nethods in the guise of denouncing 'war profiteering.' By the proper
definitions of a free economy, only dishonesty in obtaining or executing
government contructs can be classified as 'war profiteering.' The
activity dencunced in the above dialogue ~ & man running a blockade and
making a profit on a product which he alone is able to supply - is not
profiteering, and is not reprehensible, People were not forced to buy
his product, they needed it desperately, and there is no Jelinable limi%
to how much profit a man may or may not make, The mere conception of
limiting profit is a collectivist idea, In e free economy, profit is
established by supply ond demend - and nothing else whatever,

"Such a line a3 the surrestion tiat somebody should run & blockade
out of 'kindness' is economic demagoguery of the worst kind. Neither
tkxindness,' nor 'noble intentions,! nor altruistic motives can produce
goods or pay for them, Somebody has to produce them and aomobody has %o
pay. It is this mixture of 'kindness' with economics that is the sure
sign of someone prcaching a Commnist economy.

“The 1ine tliaking money out of other people's miseryl' is practically
a bromide of the Communist propaganda nachine, If such a slogan is repeated

orten enouh and people zctually mccept it, it wiould justify any huasry

Lum in looting any grocer, because the grocer, too, could be defined as
making money out of the bum's misery, The ifmplication here is that it is
evil to male money on sorething which othors need, Since nobody buys
anything unless he needs it, the furtlier implication is thet all proritmaking
tusiness is evil,

. - 1 e o
"Pa.e 111, lore o

LAURETTE
' == you got rich, bringing in salt and making
poor, dying people give up everything tor it,
Right in the middle of the war, men dying for you,
and you making their kinfolk pive you all taeir
goots and monoy '

1ARCUS
'And he steals a little, Nothing much, not
snough to be respectable,!

"This may be just a wisecrack - or it may imply that you have to steal
e lot in order to become respectable in our scciety,®
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-lso read the script and stated as follows:

"t The Children's llour,*® *The Little Foxes' and now this, Three in a
rom dealing with tho moat degencrate cisaracters I know, fThe Children's
Hour'wes a groat nicture, but made you sick at your stomach. ‘'The Little
Foxes' = you wanted to go out ana brush your teetn after you saw it, It
was diseased; every character in it was diseased, and yet it was beautifully
written. This script is beautifully written, and every character in it is
diseased., ITiere is no character here that has any virtue unless it be
the mother who was sick-minded, with the exception ol' three negroes, the
three servants in the house, When they anpear they arc bright and good,

"This picture deals with the South in 1830, It starts with a
celebration of a kind of Wemoriml Day for 20 young Confederates who were
mrdgred, massacred by the Union Army because someone led them to the place
where the men were camping and it had never been known who led them., Tlell,
the story develops that it was the rich man of the town today who led the
Army to the hiding place, His name {s larcus; he is a money lender and
owns the store and lends money at tremendous rates; he is either a Greek
or he likes Greeks; he is always reeding Aristotle, The mother is a weak,
frightened woman, Lavinia, as we first see her, and sho is nervous and jumpy
and comes down to pray at this i{ield and her hustand has forbidden her tec go
to it, This fine young colored girl gets her in time to bring her baci to
the house because her husband is & martinet, There is a charactor of a fine
decent Northern monsy lender who comes down to loan money at 7 per cent and
not the 10 and 15 per cent that Marcus has been charging, and the Ku Klux
Klan, of which the younger son of larcus is a member, rides him down and
beats him up. The suggestion here was that his father had ordered him to
do it because he tricd to pget money from his father for the act,

"Regina, the younger sister, and daughter of larcus, has been
sleeping with one of the young Confederate men with whom she is in love
#ho does not love hor, and the elder brother plots against that situation
in order to mix it up becauso he wants tie sister to marry another young
rich man, The Southern boy does not have any moncy, The brother wants
his sister to marry a rich man inatoad of a poor onc.

"It ias a completely disesaed group mentally and morally. The fanily
attitudes and life aro beyond belief when you read it, however, covery
sharacter i3 believable because it is so finely done; that is to say, it is
the sams in all three plays. The charactors are as bellewvable in this play
as they were in 'The Little Foxes' and 'The Children's Hour' because they
are 30 magnificently drawn; because the woman is a magpificent writer.”
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The author, in portraying the charactsrs, as has been stated above,
showed thom to be a completely degenerate lot.—dds

"They are the same people we met in 'The Little Foxes,' decayed gentry.
Oscar, the second son of liarcus, is going to marry a little c¢hippy that he
calls one of the lower class, a little dance hall girl., The father answers:
tSome pecple are democrata by choice and some by nocessity.,' Ben, one of
the brothers, tells his sister, in speaking of his father = 'Go up to him
Rogina, put your arms around him, Lie to him like you always do;' and in
talking about his daughter's lover, !nrcus epitomizes him as follows: 'A
dead man, a foolish man from an idiot world, a man who wants nothing but
war, any war, just a war; a man who believes in nothing and never will.'"

This line, according %o mportrayed antiwar propaganda. q
congidered it significant that "al o children hate each other; the line cccurrod
'John wan®s to go to Brazil right now, The radical people down there are trying
to abolish slavery and ruin the country. The planters have been looking lor
Confederate officers, so John will be able to fight again for his ideals.'”®

*statod that this gave him the opinion that this character wanted war
anywhere at any time,

The speech on page 102 saying "Your peoplo deserved to lose their
w#ar and their world., It was a backward viorld, getting in the way of history"
was, according Communist propaganda. Other Communist propaganda
lines, according as a speech on page 111 when a character named
Lorette said: "How you gov Tich, bringing in salt and making poor, dying
.people give up everything for it; right in the middle of the war, men dying for
you and making their kinfolk give you all their goods and money,"

?onaidored the following line Communistic propaganda when
iarcus, speoking of his son, said: ™"le steals a little. Nothing much, not

enough to be respectable,"

further said, "The only characters there that are decent are
the negroes and the insane mother," One incidont was portrayed wheroin none of
the meusbers of the family remembored the mother's birthdey but the three negroes
appeared in the scene in the midast of a family quarrel, carrying a ceke which they
had baked, showing that they were the only pcrsons in the house who remanbored the
mother's birthday,.

qsnsidered siznificant the following incident in the script whea
the slder son re ed home: He tells the negro to carry his sultcase upstairs,
whereupon liarcus says: "Take your valise to your rocm. It is not seomly for a
man to load his goods onm other men, black or white,”




aw Cormmunistic propaganda in the following line of the father:
"Though ignorance becomes a Southern gentleman, cowardice does mot.” And in
speakins of his sons, l'arcus says: "lfy eldest, a penny-grubbing trickster; my
second, & proud illiterate.™ The acens wherelin Colonel Isham, who represents
the best people in the towm, accepts bribe from liarcus because the Ku Klux Klan
rode down and injured a waiter, is oronparands becauze it portrays the entire
community as rotten and penurious, summarized this picture by saying:
"It is as straight a piece of propaganda as you could have for poisoning the
mind against successful people,”™

With reference to the reviews and couments of Pﬁndﬁ
Pt should be pointed out that they have wehemenlly requested that the
eau keep confidential their identities as well a3 other individuals who
roview scripts for the Bureau, It is significant to point out that the scripts
wers obtained by the Los Angeles Office from reliable contacts at Universal-
Internatiédnal and Paramount Studios who would be groatly embarrassed if it
became known thnt the scripts were read by anyone connected with another studio. .
Theae scripts arc considered as sacred property to the individual studio, and
it is very difficult to get them ror review,

174




Lawgon, Maltz, Trumbo, Bessie, Dmytryk, Wexley, Rosson and Cole are

Communists end their Comminist affiliptions are set out in Section I of thls
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memorgndum. Edword G. Robinson hps been identified as a Communist by Informeant
ml“ Chaplin, according t may or may not be a
moer ist Party. EHowever, stated thnt Chaplin has

always gone along with the Communist Farty as helped them financially. He
stated that Chaplin has financed the Vest Coast! ﬁmmist newspaper ‘Teorles

world.® John Garfield, according to Informant has been affiliated with the
Actors laboratory, the Young Communist League, Hollywood Anti-Nazi Leegue,
Hollywood Democratic Committee and the Hollywood Independent Citlizens Committee
for the Arts, Sclences and Professions., 4ll of the above organirations, with
the exception of the Young Communist Yeague, the former youth group of the
Communist Party, USA, are discussed in Section IIl of this memorandum. Garfield
has also been identified as a Comminist by-

Mikhail Kalatozov, Soviet motion piciure representative carme to
Hollywood in Awrust of 1943, where he endeavored to purchrse American films.
Among the films he sought to purchase were 'Little Foxes" and the * Earl of
Chicago.® The first of these films depicts a degenerate Southern family, the
latter is a story of a Chicago gangster in England. It may well be a part of

-spanda tachnique to obtain such nlctures in order to

I R g

Xalatozov's plan or procsgenda technl tain ictur
exbibit Americen 1ife st its worst to the Sovi % people, much in the manner that
Molf Hitler, through his propaganda ministry, tried to convince the German

" people for several years before the war that the United States was nothing more

than & nation of Chicago gangsters. :




Following Kalatosov!s return to the Soviet Union, his duties were
turnsd avayr to tha Tice Oonsul in Tos Angeles. Since that time there have been
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licited contacts between Soviet diplomatic representatives and motion plcture
personalities.

In May of 1946, Gregory L. Irsky, formerly of the Amtorg Trading
Corporation; Leonid Kozmatov, film camera man; and Boris Tolstogowsov, a fila
technician,: came to the United States from the Soviet Union as a commisslon to
study sclentific technique on behalf of the Soviet Unlon, to arrange for
cinematographic equipment and to negotiate for technical assistance in the
motion picture field, Informant GEEENENNEEENENE

motion pictu¥e Manuiacturing Company, Feloted vhay irenv

8 contacls indicated that he was endeavoring to disceminnte

Russian propaganda Yype films on various phases of Soviet life, such as the Soviet
military strength, under the guicze of educational features, to Amcrican schools
and colleges, Thig project, of course, did not materialize.

The Los Angeles papers carried pumerous stories reflecting thet
Konstantin Simonov held a party aboard a Rugeian ship anchored in the harbor
at Los Angeles. Among those who attended this party wers Kr. and !lirs. Johm

Garfield, !ir. and Mrs. Charles Chaplin and Lewis i{l1lesgtocne. The Los Angeles




Berald for May 28, 1946, reflected that the Jack Tenney (California State
Legislature Un-American Activities Committee) group was going to conduct
an investization of this party. It was reflected that the coxmittee was
interested in the slaborate banguet which was provided for the gueste—-—-
*While millions are starving in Europa-—-providing an ironic touch to the
celedration henoring the proletariat,®

With regard to Simonov's vigit to this country, the June, 1946
1asus of the "Screen Writer,® which ig¢ the official publication of the
Screen Writers Guild, carried a transcript of an informal discussion held
under the auspices of the Hollywood Writers Mobillxation between Simonov and
menmbers of the Screen Writers Gulld, The informal discussion was presided
over by Dalton Trumbo, a Communist, wvhose Communist affiliations are set cut
in Section I and who is employed as a screen writer in the motion picture
industry.

This article contained & question propounded to Simonow concerning
the rights of a writer of his material, Simonov replied that Soviet writers
do not sell their work outright to the film industry but rather only sell the
right for screening, indicating that the right for publishing the material
remains in the hands of the author. It should be pointed out that the Screem
Wiriters Guild is the organization supporting the American Authors Authority,
which program, conceived under Communist guidance, calls for the copyrighting
and gubsequent leasing of screen plays rather than the selling of screen
plays to producers.
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Artizine Pictures, Jncorporated

Artkino Pietures, Incorporested, was chartersd in New York on July
22, 1940. It was registered, listing as its foreign principal, Soyuzintergkino,
ttoscow, USSR,

The organization claime that it 1s engazed in tha importation of
sotion picture £i1ms from Soviet Rusgia and the “distribution of thess films
in the Western Hemisphere., Although there ls no appsrent direct connection
betveen Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, aad the Communist Party, USA, several




of the peoples associated with the organization have bYeen identified
either as members of the Communist Party, Communist Political Association
or closely assoclated with the Communist movement through front organiza-
tions, :

Rasa Madall, who was listed

i as Pr
Artkino Pictures, Incorporated, is married to Sam Madell, alias Sam Muldo

Sam Madell has been rt reliable sources, includin
and reliable informant
as pelng actively iligted with the Waterfront Section of the Comminlg

Party in New York,

Yice President in January of ;94

Ginger Canor, switchboard operstor at Artkino, is believed to be
identical with Gertrude Canor, who was born in Mew York City on February 2,
1925. Reliable informant (R - former member of the Communigt
Party and former confident¥al Inlormant oi the New York Office, reported
that Ginger Fobeson, believed to be ildentical with Ginger Canor, was -among
those present at the Innwood Victory Club of the Communist Political
Association on February 6, 1945, at New York City, He also rejorted that she
wag among those present at two other meetings of this game Club, ore held
on Decenber 26, 1944, and the other on January 23, 1945, Nancy Markoff,
listed aa a telephrne operator at Artkino, hes been referred to by A
informant ¢ a menber of the OGPU, presently known as the
HEB. At t né this allegation has not been proven or dlgproven,

However, investigation is bDeing made to determine the exact status of this
individual,
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The House Committee on Un-American Activities publicly announced
on June 20, 1945, that it had voted to investigate subversive activities in
Hollywood to determine whether film stars and producers were involved in a
plot to overthrow the Government,

It would appear that this decision on the part of the Comnittee was
reached as a result of articles appearing in los Angeles newspapers following
a meeting in the City of Los Angeles on June 8, 1945, sponsored by the "New
liasses,"™ a Communist publication, and held in honor of William Gropper,
cartoonist for the publication, Principal speakers included Richard Bransten,
also known as Sruce Minton, former contributing editor of the "lew lasses,"
and his wife, Ruth McKenney, alsc a former contributing editor of the "New
Lasses," as well as Joseph Foster, film editor of "New Masses." *Tith regard
to Richard Dransten and Ruth Mc¥enney, it will be recalled that on September 19,
1346, these individuals were expelled from the Communist Party for an un-~
authorized relsase of a report on the National Flenum of the Commnist Party
held in July of 1946.

The Los Angeles papers reflected that the speakers indicaled that
Cormunist propazanda and activities in the future would be centered around
liollywood, that Communists were seeking to strengthen their ties with the
White House, that pressure must be exerted to continue lend-lease to lussia
and that "the thousands of pretty young girls in cur Communist Youth Xovement
.must volunteer as hostesses in USQ's, canteens, churches, social groups—
wherever the soldiers, sailors, and marines seek recreation and are prone
to listen to persuasive voices," The latter quoted statement concerning
young girls in the Communist movement appeared in the Los Angeles Examiner,
l'owever, the Agents of the Loa Angeles Office who were in attendance at this
meeting stated that this quotation was an inaccuracy on the part of the paper,
The Agents atiending tli® meeting also pointed out that the Examiner made the
statement that the program presented had been "carefully blueprinted in ilew
York City by Barl Browder and other American Soviets.,® o such statement
in fact had been made at the meeting,

The Congressional investigation was held as a result, and following
the investigation the Committee prepared three confidential reports. The
first report contained many blanket statements and conclusions which did not
appear to be supported by evidence,
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The first section of this report was devoted to the namning of
some of the prominent Communists in ilollywood, The second section dealt with
the Actors Laboratory, a Comnunist-influenced group, the Hollywood Independent
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Scisnces and Frofessions (formerly known as
the Hollywood Democratic Committee), the Tmeryency Committee on XFI, the
Anti-Lefamation league, the Peoples Lducational Center and the Hollywood
Tiriters Mobilization, all of which were referred to as Communist-inspired
groups, with brief statements concerning the activities of known Communists
connected with these groups,

The next sectlon set forth a list of names of individuals "believed
to Le™ members of tha Party the Ilollywood area, Section Four dealt with
Communist activities in the various guilds in Hollywood and contained for the

most part general gtatements concerning these guilds,

“Part Five entitled “Communisits in labor Unions,® was devoted in
the main to llerbert K. Sorrell, one of the principal figures in the motion
picture industry strikes, Part Six entitled "Russian Covernnment's Interest
in Motion Pictures,” discussed primarily the visit of M¥ikhail Kalotozov to
Hollywood., Kalotozov, who was in Hollywood during 1943 was a representative
of the Soviet Film Industry, Soyuzintorgkino, The motion picture, ".iission
to doscow" was also discussed in this section, particularly with regard to
the newspaper comments made concerning it, indicating that the picture was
nonfactual and untruthful, The conclusion of the report discussed the afore-
mentioned Communist meeting held in honor of the "New :lasses."™ A considerable
portion was also devoted to the alleged trouble that Ivan Levedoff, actor and
ariter, had in obtaining employment because he was opposed to Communists and
Communisa,

The sscond repor <, which was called a su uppleméntal Tﬁpé?n, was
dated Jeptember 28, 1945, and reviewed the publications- "International
Theater," said to be an official publication of the International Union of
the Revolutlonary Committee, published in Loscow, lussia; "The New Theater,"
an American publication, the organ of the Vorkasrs Committee, which was a
section of the International Union of the Revolutionary Theater; "International
Literature," said to be an organ of the International Union of ltevolutionary
“riters published in lloscow; and the "T,A.C, Nagazine," an American publica-
tion sponsored by the Theater Arts Committee, The international and Communist
connections of these publications from available copies were reviewed and set
out in this report,

oy g |

The third report, another supplemental repori, issued early in




1946, limited its scope to the activities and affiliations of the Commrd st
sctivities engaged in by the writers employed by Metro-Goldwyn Mayer Studios.

This same Congressional Committee on December 3, 1946, held-a
preliminary hearing in los Angeles concerning the Commnist activity in the
film industry and, according to reports received, only three witnesses were
called and the hearings were superficial. The Committee announced, lowever,
that it would return in Jamuary of 1947 to conduct extensive hearlngs on all
phases of this type of activity in Hollywood.

The next statement concerning Commurd st activity in the motlon
picture industry was made by you in your testimony before this group on
March 26, 1947. On this occasion you pointed out that the Copmurdsts launched
their attack in Hollywood during 1935, directing thelr activities at the
infiltration of labor unions and so-called intellectual and creative flelds.
You stated that the Commnist activity in Hollywood was effective and was
furthered by Commni{sts and Communist sympathizers who used the prestige of
prominent individuals in the film colony to further their cause. You also
st: ,ed that the Communists endeavored to insert into motion pictures Comminist
propaganda and to eliminate anti-Commnist statements,

Following your testimony you will recall that Eric Johnston, of
the motion picture industry, testified before this Committee. The Washington
Post in referance to Johnston's appearance gquoted him as stating, "As far
there being Commurd st influence in the movies, such an accusation is absurd.
If Hollywood were a Commirdst network, I should not be attacked every morning
in the 'Dally Worker'i! ~— as I can assure you I am «——,"

As you will further recall, Father Cronin telephonically advised
¥r, Tamm that Johnaton had requested him to draw up a program for the elimina-
tion of Commnists in the motion pdcture industry. You will also undoubtedly
have noted that Mr, Johnaston and his associates have retained former Secretary
of State James F. Byrmes. Byrnes, however, is only to act in an advisory
capacity concerming the pending Un-American Activities hearings on Comminism
in the motion picture industry. These actions on the part of Johnston do not

show a consistency with his statements as quoted in the Washington Post and
referred to ghove. ' .

LR A-1=Y

Confidential Informant m of the Los Angeles
Office, advised that members of n=pnerican Activities Committee arrived
in Hollywood on May 8, 1947, amid a great fanfare of press releases and head-
lines, to conduct an inquiry concerning Comminiam in the motion picture industry
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and to ascertain specifically the activities of Hanns Eisler, the brother
Cerhard% Lisler, who is employed in the motion picture industry as a writer

o

Novelist Rupert Hughes testified before the Commitiee on Xay 15, 1947,
at which time he stated that Communists dominated Yollywood to a large degree
and specifically mentioned Charles Chaplin and John Howard Lawson, Jack Tarner,
Vice President of Warner Brothers Studio, also is said to have testifled and
complimented the Committee on the work it was doing,
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enlightening presentation before the Committee, stating that ¥Yenjou testified
that Communists in the film industry were so powerful that many of the "little
people” were afraid to move against them,

Mrs, lela Rogers, mother of Cinger Rogers, who appeared before the
Committee) referred to "The Little Red School House" as being the Peopla's
Tducational Center in Hollywood and also testified concerning an alleged
Communist statement that her daughter refused to say in the motion picture

"Tender Comrade."

Robert Taylor also testified, relating that he was {orced by Lowell
i:ellett, former Administrative Assistant to the late President Hoosevelt,
into playing in a motion picture which favored Russian iceologies over American,
The Los Angeles Examiner of May 15, 1947, from which this information was ob-
tained, reflected that ifellett was also affilisted with the Office of Tar
Informaticdh as the Director of the Motion Picture Divisijon. The article further
-reflected that Mellett specifically came to Hollywood for the express purpose
of overruling Taylor's objection to appearing in the 1943 release "Song of
Russia."

Other individuals prominent in the film world who appeared before
the Committee incluced screen actor Richard Arlen and Henry Ginsberg, Vice
President in Charge of Production at Paramount Studios, Viktor Kravchenko,
estranged Soviet official, appeared before the Committee and was quoted by
the Los Angeles Examiner for May 17, 1947, as having stated that Hollywood
7as a serious intellectual front in the United States and it was necessary
to clear llollywood of the Communists and Communist sympathizers,

The New York Times of Kay 17, 1947, quoted Chairman J, Parnell
Thomas of the Un-American Activities Committee as assarting after a week of
hearings on subversive activities in Hollywood tiat "ninety per cent of the
Communist infiltration" was in the screen writing field, but that the Federal




Covernment had also abetted the work, Fe related that in the tastimony
of fourteen actors, writers, and producers, a very outstanding point that
appeared many times was the influence of the "Government in aiding the

Communist conspiracy.®

The article also reflected that Mr, Thomas stated he reported
testimony reflecting that even the White House exerted its influence on
certain people in Hollywood to have certain pro-Russian motion pictures
filmed during the regime of the late President Roosevelt,

He also indicated that he was not only referring to the incident
which came out as a result of the testimony of Robert Taylor, but to other
statements mace by actors and producers who indicated how the Covernment
persuaded them to put out Communist propaganda in their procuctions,

On uul}' 21, 9&7, it was ascer the Un-American Activitie

Committee“had retained the services of form r Spe clal Agents H. Allen Smith
and A, Bernard Leckie to investigate Commurist infiltration of the motion
plcture industry in the Hollywood area. In connection with this assignment,
¥r. Smith called at the Bureau and was interviewsd by Mr. J. P, Mohr, at
which time he advised that he had been retained by the Committee at the rate
of $25 per day and that his legal associate, former Special Agent A, B, leckie,
would receive 522,50 per day, Smith related that he had been informed that
the cbjective of his investigation was to line up friendly witnesses and
those unfriendly witnesses which the Committee will desire to call, He said
it was his purpose to line up approximately 25 or 30 good witnesses who can
" through proper questioning expose the entire Communist infiltration of the
‘'motion picture industry., According to Smith, he gathered the definite
impression that he could anticipate considerable pressure to buy him off

and to buy off his investigators, lle anticipated this pressure would come

from Eric Johnston and through sources employed by him, [l related that

ne was Informed tnat two of Johnston's representatives visited the Cuommittee
in an eifort to {ind out what the Committee intended to do and how far they
intended to go in their investigation of Communism in Hollywood., Smith
related that he understood that Congressman Thomas told these representatives
he wanted to have nothing to do with them and kicked them out of the office,
Smith indicated that he would keep the Los Angeles Of{fice of the Jureau fully
informed of his activities and that he 1s cesirous of letiing the Lureau know
of anything pertinent to our investigations which may come to his attention,

On July 23, 1947, SAC Hood had a lengthy interview with I, 5. Mayer
of ¥( Studios concerning the hearings conducted last spring by the Un-Anerican
Activities Committee, According to Kayer, the Comuitiee did itselfl a great
deal of harm by publishing the testimony of Robert Taylor, inasmuch as it was
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understood by Taylor and other witnesses that their testimony was to be

noff the record." Mayer stated that Rotert laylor was mistaken about the
actual facts to which he referred, and Mayer attriLuted this to Taylor's
antagonism toward Communism and related that if necessary he, layer, would
have to state that Taylor was mistaken. Vayer related that at one time
curing the war he received a telephone call from Elmer Davis, the head of

the Office of War Information, requesting that the film "Mirs. Miniver® ke
released nationwide as soon as possible in an effort to combat the strong
anti-British feeling which was developing in this country. Instead, therefore,
of playing large houses in the big cities, which is done with big pictures,

it appeared almost simultaneously throughout the country. As a result, the
stucio's gross was approximately 5,000,000 less than it would have been had
it been distriiuted in a normal way, He related Lhat sometime later, Tcvernment
of ficials were most anxious that some kind of a picture be made to put the
Russians in a better licht with the American peonle. Consequently, the {ilm,
wSong of #ussia," starring Hobert Taylor, was made ty MCK, ilayer, according
to Xr. Hood, could not or would not state exactly who had requested that this
film be made. YXayer stated that there were many governmental agencies main-
taining liaison with the studio and that he could not recall which one of
them handled this particular piclure. e staled that hs recalled tnat there
vas some Communist propaganda in the script as it first appeared and he
orderzd that all references to collective Larpaining and the like be stricken,
“r'e ayer related that ne is certain that the film contains no Comuunist
propaganda. .ayer told Lowell .ellett and the Secretary of the Navy, Yrank
Fnox, that he did not care whether they made the picture or not, but if the
Sovernzent wanted it made and wanted Taylor in it, then it would be necessary

.that his induction into the Yavy Air Service be postponed until the picture

could be completed. It was felt that if his Naval induction was held up, he
might be inducted into the Army by his Draft Board and, therefore, it was
necessary to make a deal with the Draft Board to defer his induction, re-
sulting in Taylor being permitted to remain and the film being produced.
vayer stated positively Lhat this was the rsal truth of the story, and that
Taylor was not ordered by anyone to make the {£ilm and he feels that when
liearings are held in wWashington in September, Kellett's testimony and his,
wayer's, if he is called upon, will make the Comnittee look ridiculous for
having jumped at the publicity on Taylor's erroneous statement,

It is of interest to point out that ayer was frank to admit to

Tard ¢4 4

ixr. Mood that he knew there were sowe Communists in his studio and related
that he mas willing to discharge all thess Communists, but that if he did
so his Comnunist writers would be grabbed up by olher studios immediately
and paid more money than he is paying thea at the present time, This,
apparently, was his excuse for having these people on his pay roll.




The Washington Evening Star on July 30, 1947, carried an Associated
Press release reflecting the statement made by Representative Nixon, Republican
of California, in which he said that the Un-American Activities Comudttee intends
to name names and to produce witnesses who will testify that they have sean
persons prominent in Hollywood at Communist meetings and who will report what
they said, Nixon related that most of the big stars who may figure in the inquiry
will be listed as "tinged with pink, rather than as bright red Communists.”
According to Nixon, whether any actual Communists or fellow travelers will
testify at the hearings, even under subpoena, will develop later, He said that
they may follow the Party line of refusing to testify on the grounds that they
would incriminate themselves,

The Vashington Times~Herald on August 27, 1947, carried a United Press
release indicating that former Undersecretary of State Sumner Vielles; George
Messersmith, former Assistant Secretery of State and Ambassador to liexico and
Argentinay’ Joseph Saborettl, Assistant Imnigration Commissionor; Clarence R,
Porter, Chief Inspector of the Immipgration Service in Cealiexico, Califormia; and
Mr. P. C, Hutton, Second Secretary and Consul of the United States Embassy at
Guatemala City, were to be aubpoenaed before the Un~-imerican Activities Committee,
Specifically, the Committees, mccording to the article, wants Telles "and presumably
tihe other four," to exnlain how and why Hollywood writer Hanns Eisler, brother of
Gerhardt Eisler, got official permission to enter and remain in the United States.

F Investigator for the House Committee on Un-American Activitioes
confidentially furnished Special Agent in Charge R. B, Tood of the Los Angeles
Office with a 1ist of possible unfriendly witnesses whom the Committee intends to

.subpoena in comection with the pending hearings of the Committee in Tashington,
D. C., to be held in the latter part of this months

Berman, Lionel lHlestone, Lewls or louia

Besaie, Alvah
Cole, lester
Collins, Richard J,
Cromwell, John
Dnytryk, Cdward
Garfisld, John
Kahn, Gordon
Kibre, Jeff

‘Koch, Howard
Lardner, Riog, Jr.
lLawson, John Howard
Maltsz, Albert
McKsnney, Ruth

lLorley, Haren
Odets, Clifford
Ornitz, Samel
Parks, Larry
Pomerance, ‘William
Revere, Ann
Robinson, Edward G,
Salt, Maldo

Stapp, John
Stewart, Donald Qgden
Trumbo, Dalton
Tuttle, Frank




n.lso advised Mr, Hood that the following individuals are intended
to be use iendly witneasses:

Brewer, Roy E. Yoffitt, John Charles

Chage, Bordon Montgomery, Robert

Cooper, Gary Murphy, George

Disney, Walt Rand, Ayn

Gibbons, Cedric Reagan, Ronald

Bughes, Rupert Rogers, Lela E,

NcCarey, Thomas Loo Ryskind, lorrie

YcGuinness, James Taylor, Robert

Henjou, Adolphe Wood, Sam

In connection with this pending hearingﬂhns confidentially
advised Ur. Hood of a recent telephonlc conversation he with Robert Stripling

of the House Cormittee on Un-Amer~onn Activ1ties. Accordxng to he was

advised that a tremendous amount of pressure had beem put on thée Commivies by

all sources, including Congressional, to call off or othermise influence the

Committee's action on this pending hearing inte Communiam in the motion picture

industry. related that in his conversation with Stripling he proposed that

the witness e called approximately as he has indicated in the schedule prepared
for the hearing; however, Stripling was not in complete accord with
dosire in this regard,

Investigato as informed Mr. Hood that he is concerned over the
procedure and method of operations to be utilized by the Committee in handling
the pending hearing, s related that he has definitely promised the
witneases from Califlo they are going to testify along the lines which he
has discussed with them, elated that a great number of the witnesses are
worried that the Commititee in an effort to create publiclity will go off on some
tangent, He related that he has tried to point out to Stripling that he wants
to give the impression that the inquiry is not one to attack the industry but
r to show tnat the motion picture industry is being attacked by the Commmnists,
&alnted that it is his desire to show that tho House Cormittee on Un~imerican
Activities is endeavoring to expose this Communist activity and thus strenzthen

the position of the industry,

has indicated that he intended to proceed by air teo
New York on Septcnber 15, 1947, and on the folleowing day meet with I¥r, J. Parnell
Thomas, Chairnan of the Committee, as well as other members of the Committes
in order to make plans [or the hearing. Frior to leaving California,
furnished Speclial Agent in Charge Hood of the Los Angeles Office with a €o
& schedule of witnesses which he hopes will bo used at tho h.tring This schedule
1s set out in its entirety hoereinafter:




z everpl discussions between —_
d the following tentative schedule of witnessc

has been arranged:

l, Jack L. Yarner Time ellowed: 3 day
Co~-Cwmer, iiarner Brothors

Comments From resading Warner's previous testimony, it appears that
it is the bost that we have, and he can lay a fino pattern
of Commnism in the industry, He can show the trouble that
he had and vhat he did, and express his wonder as to why the
others have not followed his actions. Fe will call them what
they are, and state he threw them out,

Let him say that he is an Amorican and even if hs has to
suf'fer financially, he does not intend to have them in his
studio, and will continue to suffer financially until such
time as he has all Americans, Then, it is interesting to
note that last year the Warner Erothers' statement was the
best in its history, and it might Le that we can bring this
in to our benefit, %e have not interviewed [arner, and he
will not be back until around QOclober lst, but we are advised
that he will not go back on his testimony.
2. Louis B, layer Time allowed: 3% day
Letro=Goldwyn<kayer

Comments Mayer can testify rogarding *'Song of Rusala,! 'Tenressece
Johnson,! and the fact that there is no law and until there
is a law, he does not feel there is anything particular he caa
do to Communists, Ye believe he will say that if there is a
law, or 1f the other studics would get together, he would
dismiss them, but he does not want to {ire somebody and have
spother studlo fet the benefit of it, '/ think that havinog
Linyer follow Tiarner will have the psyciolopical effect that
Kayer will try to be a bettar American than Tiarner.

3. Leo Cherne Time allowed; 1 hour

Comments This individual is in Hew York and his name has been forvwarded
to Stripling. It is stated thet he is wery reliablc and can
lay a general pattern of the development of Cormunism,
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11.

A wrwa

Internat'l Representative, IATSE

Rey E, Brewer TL allopwad: 1 dav

Comments This individual can lay a general pattern of Communism
in the labor industry.

Two unfriendly Commmiat witnesses should be called at this
.point, their names to be selected later.

Robert Mongomery)
George Murphy ; All Actors Time allowed: 1 day
Ronald Reagan

Comments The first two of the above individuals are past presidents
of the Screen Actors Guild, Reagan is now President, They

S can give the history of Corrmunism in the Guild, and express
thelr opinions otherwise.

Two or three more Communists, to be selected later, should be
called at this point,.

Robert Taylor Time allowed: 2 hours
Actor

San Vood Time allowed: 2 houra
Director=-Producer

e ahould call Lowell lillett here,

A couple more Communists, to be selected later, should be callod
here: Possibly Richard J. Collins, if we have sufficient informetion,
as he war a writer on 'Song of Russla,! regarding which incidents
Taylor and Vood will discuss from the Millett angle,

Adolphe lienjou Time alloweds 3% day
Actor

Oammend o Ha vill Aiseruias tha canaral situatinn

WYEENsAY § AN VWWhdd MW WEW WIM REAUA Bl A VWS YA resg

James K. McGuinneas Time allowods #% day
Vice Prosident, MGH

Comments He will discuss the general situation, the beginning of the
fight in the Soreen Writers Guild, the youmg writers! troubles,
Authors Autherity, and *Tennesses Johnson,t




"12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

e

18,

19.

lorrie Ryskind Time allowed: 13 hours
Writer

Corments Will discuss the aituation in the Screen Vriters Guild
Borden Chase Time allowed: 135 hours

Comments Will discuss comparison between Screen iriters Guild
magasine and the Commmist Party line,

Call a couple more Communists, who should be writers, at this point,
John Charles Moffett Time nllowed: 3/4 day

Comments Wiill pive an analysis of the pictures, following the writers.
He might qualify himself by stating that when Gilbert and
Sullivan wrote eriticisms, they did it as Englishmen, and
the Conmunists criticize everybody on behalf of Cormunists,
and in analyzing the pictures he is keeplng in mind Corzunist
Party policiea and politics,

L ¥

Rupert Hughes Time allowed: 2 hrs.
Author

Corment: Can give a general analysis from the writer's standpoint,
Lela E, Rogers Time allowed; 1 hour
Cﬁmment: General observations,

Cedric Gibbons Timo allowed: 1 hour
Comments General observations,

Call & couple of Commnist directors and actors at this point.

Gary Cooper Tioe alloweds 1 hour
Actor
Walt Disney Time allowedas 1 hour

Comment: In sumnary, he can state thct he believes in Anericanisa,
is egainst all other 'isms,' and agoinst Commnism;
Communists will not be allowed in hias studio if poassible
to keep them out, eto. )




%20, Leo McCarey Time allowed: 1 hour

Corments Concluding witness, from his statements regarding Americanism,
that he will not pemit Cormunists in his pictures, etc,

. [Py S P ‘ [ RN 5 R & U, T
Tould not make a picturs with Hepbwn, ste,

Notes

If we call Lowis Milestone as an unfriendly wiiness, he probably
should be subpoenaed just before Cooper, and if we locate Louis D, Lighton
end he can testify, we should probably substitute him in place of someone
else, possibly Lele .logors; or let him testify along with Cooner,

1 y is that they
hem back together we
will save them thousands of dollars,

From the above schedule, we have first the studio heads, followed
by the labor and technical experts, followed by actors from the Screen
Actors Guild standpoint; then the spccial incidents of Robert Taylor,
tSong of Russia,' Wood, and Lowell lillett; followed by general witnesses;
then the Screen liriters Guild, the picture analysis, and clesing with
three witnesses who are very pro-American,®
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James llowie of 5504 Hollywood Boulevard, who is the counsel for
the Association of Kotion Picture Producers, Incorporated, on July 24, 1947,
advised that the captioned group was incorporated in the State of California
in Jamuary of 1924. He stated that this organization is affiliated with the
Yotion Picture Producers and Distributors of America, formerly known as the
Hayes Office, which was organized and incorporated in Lew York in 1922,

The [lullywood Studio Blue Book Lirectory, Spring Zdition, 1547,

lists the following officers and members of the Association of otion Ficture
Producers, Incorporated:

Bric Johnsion President

(Temporarily vacant) Executive Vice President and
Chairman of the Board

James S, Howie Secretary and Treasurer

Board of Directors

John Beck, Jr. B, GB. XKahane
Tarren Dvane udpar J. ilannix
Marvin Zzzell N, Peter Rathvon
Y, Frank Freeman Joseph Y. Schenck
Herbert Freston Allen Wilson
YVembers
Columbia Fictures Corporation Samuel Coldwyn Productions
leoew's Incorporated Paramount Pictures, Incorporated
RFQ Radio Pictures, Inc, 2epubllic Productions
20th Century Fox Film Corporation Hal Hoach Stucdios
Universal Pictures Company Tarner Brothers Pictures

The Los Angeles Office has advised that the data contained in
their files, together with a check of all other sources and inlforuants on
Communiat activities, fails to reflect any Communist activities or associations
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on the part of thse above-named individuals,

In connection with the officers set out above, it should be
pointed out that the los Angeles Times newspaper for June 3, 1947, cisclosed




that “ric Johnston had announced the election of Y. Frank Freeman, a Vice
President of Paramount Pictures, Incorporated, to the Chairmanship of the
Board of the Assoclation of Motion Picture Producers, Incorporated, and

that James F, Dyrnes, former Secretary of State, would serve as counsel

for the Assocciation. In this same article Johnston is quoted as saying,

"7e are determined that subversive propaganda, government pressure or
political censorship will never uncermine the f1eedom of the screen, which,
like the freedom of the press and radio, is indispensable to a free .acrica,"

According to kr, lowie, the Association of Jotion Picture
Frocucers, Incorporated, was oripinally organized to invest a moral code
on tha metlion picture industry and that the Association had never had any
legal or other provision to keep out or to investi_ate Comnunist propas_anca
and activities in the preparatiun of motion pictures by member studiocs,
Howie related that there is at present considerable controversy among the
members ol the Association as to the setting up of a com:ittee to investigate
Communist activity in the motion picture industry and to eliminate tiwose
inc¢ivicuals responsible for it, or to merely restrict its scope to the
making of recommendations to the industry,

According to lr, llo#ie, Cric Joknston, Fresicent of the Associaticn,
during the weex of July 14, 1947, held a cunference of the oificers of the
Association, at which tiwe he made the following statement:

e must have legal proof that a person is a Lommunist or otherwise
subversive Lefore this olffice will recouwend that he be fired, be-
cause most persons in the industry are working uncer coniract,
which would result in legal suits for damages. 7Te will cooperate
with responsivle agoncies of the jovernment to unearth subversive
activities, but we are not in apgreement with some of their methods,”

According to ir, Howie, Johnston indicated that he did not like
the publicity seeking committces who were injecting pelitical angles into
their investigations and, in particular, mentioned Dies, Hankin and Thomas
as being in this category.

Zric Johnston's present personal assistant is Idward T, Cheyfita,
who, according to kr, Howie, spends a considerable nart of his time in
Vashington and Yew York City making frequent trips to the Hollywocd area
on major assignments given him by Cric Johnston, ¢ related that some
weeks ago Chey{itz came to the Vest Coast to collaborate in the making of
particular labor propaganda pictures for the Lotion Picture Association
at Metro-Goldwyn-layer Studios, Cheyfits's one-time affiliation with the




Communist Party is admitted by hin,

On October 13, 1942, at hls own request, Cheyfitz was interviewed
by Speical Agents in Tolede, Chio, at which tinre he volunteered certain in-
formation concerning nis past activities in the Party. He acaitted having
been a Coanunist aember at large in the State of Chio und active as an or-
ganizer in the CIO Die Casters Union throughout the United States with other
Communist leacers who had been appointed by him at the recoa.endation of
John Williamson of the Couwaunist Party Matjonal Coaunittee. Cheylitz claias
he wzs expelled from the Comaunist Party shortly after the Soviet-Kazi non-
ageression pact due to an article he wrote in op.osition to the npact.

The Los Angeles Office has st the present time no record or other
evidence indicating that Che; ' ineaber of the Cousaunist
Party. f the Interna-
tional iance of Theatrical and Stage mmpioyees in 1o vood, California,
related that in his dealings vith Cheyfitz he has becn led to believe that
Cheyfitz is sincer-ly anti-Comaunist at the present ti.e,

As a possible indicztion of the current estiacte of Cheyfiiz by

Le loea) Co .anist eleuent in the Hollywood area, the Los Angeles (ffice

has advised it is in possession of the orizinal ol a letter ubted July 20,
1946, on the letterhead of the Los Angeles CIU Council, Thi which
was .aazde available oy who is at present
at the University of 1iornia at Los Angeles, on .ay i0,
"by Philip M. (Slimn) Connelly, Secretary of the CIC Council, and is aduressed

to Pauline Lauber of the Hollywood riters mobiliaation, votni of whout nave

been identified in this melaorandum as Comuumists. The letter recds as follows:

"You may reaseuber the jerk who signs the attached letter (Edward
T. Cheyfitz). He was once Kational Secretary of one of our unions
and was as phoney as hell. I1'm sending this to you simply for
infor.ation, however, if the boys leel that any tiue they can
benefit by contact with Cheyfitz they should feel Iree to do so."
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relisble co source of the
s Angeles Office, advised that Psul McMNatt had agreod to represent the

Policy Copmittea of the Mntion _'D-Inhn-n I.'I"""*" in tha nnnfl'lna h.-r'lna-
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before the Un-American Activities Conmittes and that former Secrel’-ary ot State

James F. Byrnes would act in the capacity of an advisor, elated
that he believed it was not proper for a former Justice o up Court
and a former Secreta.ry of State to become involved in the political end of
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be in constant attendance during the sesslons of the pending hearings and will
attempt to formlate questions and handle the people who are gppearing from the
motion plcture industry in order to prevent a smear of the Hollywood motion
picture industry. .According to the Policy Comuittee of the mtion
Plcture industry is made up of thé Iollowing individualss Nate Spingold;
Austin Kecugh; Robert Rutdn and Joe Hazen of New York; Mendel Silberberg;
Maurice Benjamin; Al Wright and this source of Hollywood. identified
these individuals Yy stating that they are for the most p attomaeys.

The 1947~48 International Motion Picture Almanac contained the
following identification with regard to the above individuals:

Spingold, Nate. First Vice Fresident, Columbia Picturea Corporation.

Keough, Austin. General Counael, Vice President and Directar
Paramount Pictures.

Rubin, Robert. Vice President, General Counsel, MGM.

Hazen, Joseph H. With the law firm of Thomas and Friedman. In
1944 resigned as Vice President and Director of Warner Brothers
to join Hal Wallis Productions as President.

Silberberg, Mendel. Attorney, Generzl Counsel for Columbda
Pictures in Los Angelass

Benjamin, Msmurice. Attornmey, West Coast Counsel for MGM.

This source, related that Byrnes was thinking of
asking the FBI in Washin ve him the names of persons prominent in
the motion pdcture 1nciutry Ibo are Communists so that they ean really be
exposed at the forthcoming hearings.
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